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TO THE RIGHT BEYEIUESND 

CHAKLES RICHARD SUMNER, D.D., 



BMHOP OF WB^CHSST^ 



Mt LbKl), 

The kind permission which you have 
granted me to dediciElte this little TOltime to 
yourself, whilst I feat it ti^f raise exp^tations 
of merit in th^ iHihd of the readet, \^hich its 
perusal cannot realize, Irill yet invest ttie cause 
itself with an interest and weight which must 
conmiand attention and respect. 

To such as are already friendly to those pious 
descendants df the aikcie^t Waldenses, who still 
tread the same valleys which their martyred 
fore£Eithers watered with their blood, no fresh 
testimony indeed is required of your Lordship's 
(pinion on this subject. They weU know the 
active part which you have taken in promoting 
the welfare of this little community, and in- 
creasing the stability and efficiency of its reli- 
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gious and charitable in£rtitutioii8. This £Etct^ 
together with the zeal which you have always 
manifested in setting forth and upholding the 
Protestant principles of our Reformed Church, 
render it peculiarly appropriate that the follow- 
ing pages should be dedicated to your Lordship, 
as they endeavour, however imperfectly, to traoe 
through many ages, a germ of that seed, whicli 
was afterwards in God's good time to produoe 
such blessed and abundant fruits here and 
elsewhere. 

With the fervent hope that this ancient branch 
of Christ's Church may still increasingly flou- 
rish, and that it may long enjoy the benefit of 
your countenance and aid, 

I am your Lordship's 
Very obedient and most humble Servant, 

Hill D. Wickhah. 



PREFACE. 



The last Report of the Vaudois Com- 
mittee, dated June, 1845, states, " There 
is reason to believe, that every act 
of publicity, by which attention has 
been drawn to the civil and religious 
condition of the Vaudois — ^whether by 
diplomatic intervention, parliamentary 
proceedings, or hy means of the press — 
has proved beneficial." 

This statement first led the writer to 
hope, that two papers which he read 
during the present Spring, before a Li- 
terary Society, might be published with 
advantage to the Vaudois cause. The 
number of Subscribers to his book has 
secured a more immediate benefit; and 
has likewise induced him, since the first 
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sheet was sent to the press, to enlarge 
the original lectures into the size of a 
little volume. 

He still found it desirable to confine 
himself to his first purpose of treating 
the subject historically; and to avoid 
entering upon any questions of doctrine, 
or discussing the controversial point, re- 
lative to the original form of Church, 
government, which obtained in the val- 
leys : suffice it to say herci, that the 
Vaudois Church is now Presbyterian—- 
closely resembling the Church of Scot- 
land in its discipline; whilst Infant 
Baptism prevails, which some, upon in- 
sufiicient grounds, have denied that the 
ancient Waldenses practised. 

The confessions of faith, which have 
been set forth from time to time by the 
Vaudois Church, may be seen in the 
volimies written by Morland and Leger 
in the seventeenth century, and in Dr. 
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Gfflly/a weorks of recent date; and do 
not £)irm a necessary part of the pre- 
sent publication. These authors, toge- 
ther with the Taluable historical notices 
relative to the ancient Waldenses, con- 
tained in the second volume of Mr. 
Elliott's Horse Apocatypticae, weighed 
with the controversial writings of some 
of their opponents, have principally fur- 
nished the materials for the more an- 
cient portions of this history; whilst 
Mr, Acland's translation of the Rentree 
Glorieuse, and two pamphlets, entitled 
"Report for 1845'* and "Waldensian 
Grievances," have furnished much im- 
portant matter for modem times. 

The Author has taken upon himself 
the expense of the frontispiece, repre- 
senting the valley of Angrogna. He 
feels much pleasure in here acknow- 
ledging the kindness of Dr. Henderson, 
in allowing him the use of an engraved 
plate of the Vaudois country, by which 
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the accompanying map has scarcely ad- 
ded to the expense of the publicatioii. 

Trusting that these pages, however 
incomplete, may, in some instances, en- 
large the interest now increasingly felt 
towards a physically weak and often 
threatened people, and produce assist- 
ance in aid of the valuable institutions, 
which British and foreign Protestant 
benevolence has recently established a^ 
mong them, the Author commits his 
little book to the fevourable reception 
of his subscribers and of the public. 

Frome Selwood : 
December, 1846. 
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AN 

HISTORICAL SKETCH 

OF THE 

ITALIAN VAUDOIS. 



Ms. Pkesibent, Ladies^ and Gentlemen : 

I am about to address you on a subject of a 
more serious character than is usuaUy brought 
before you on these occasions ; but which^ I 
trusty "will not be less acceptable on that ac- 
count ; as it is delivered before a Society^ whose 
erprem object is^ — whether it treats of Sci- 
ence^ or of History^ — whether it investigates 
the animal, vegetable^ or mineral kingdom^ — ^to 
" do all to the glory of God." 

Aldiough my subject^ this evening, possessed 
something of a theological character, I have 
every confidence in the belief that I shall not 
violate that fundamental rule of our Institution, 
which requires us to avoid all religious contro- 
versy^ as I have the pleasure to stand before a 
Protestant community. 

Though the people of whom I hav^ to treaty 
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are principally interesting to the Theologian, 
yet they also claim the attention of the Histo- 
rian and Philanthropist. 

In the small remnant which exists of the 
Vaudois or Waldenses, the student in divinity 
may^ with Bishop Newton and with Faber, in 
their interpretation of the Prophecies, — ^with 
Milner, in his Church History, — and with Mr. 
Elliott, in his Horae Apocalypticee, — ^recognize 
one of the two witnesses, mentioned in the 
Revelations, where the Holy Spirit says, "I 
will give power unto my two witnesses, and 
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred 
and fourscore days, clothed in sackcloth." * If 
the scantiness of early records leave him in 
daxkness during intervals of their history, he 
will still recognize, in the fact of the existence 
of this little community, — ^amidst poverty, and 
unceasing calumny and persecution — an evi- 
dance that it has been upheld by Him, who 
premised ^^ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world ; " and will acknowledge^ 
that among the rocks of the Vaudois Alps, a 
foundation has rested from the earliest times, 
of that spiritual edifice, of which Christ speaks, 
"Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
bttild my Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it." 

The Historian will observe with surprise, that 

• Rev. xi. 3. 
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at diffeYent periods the Y audoift were able to oope 
with the armies of powerful states ; and were 
threatened and flattered in turns hj aoyereign 
princes. In connection with our own country, 
he will investigate the grounds on which a coin- 
munity, governed by a foreign king, and differ- 
ing from us in language and race, reeeive an 
annual payment from the pubHc treasury. 

The Philanthropist will sympathize with the 
sufferings, and admire the constancy exhibited 
by a humble people, who, through good report 
and through evil report, have maintained their 
simplicity in faith and morals. 

To the Protestant also, the Vaudois are pecu- 
liarly valuable, as affording him a ready and 
triumphant answer to the oft repeated question, 
" Where was your religion before the Reforma- 
tion?'** for " when darkness covered the earth; 
and gross darkness the people," there, according 

* A less direct, but to many a more saAisfactoi}^ aitswer, 
may be given to the qvestion of the Romaiust, '' If we are 
apostate, where has been the fulfilment of Christ's promise, ' Lo» 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world * ? " — by 
sbeviog how many saints ( perhaps in the words of Mr. Mait- 

land, with '' tonsured heeul clothed in rac4» and girt with a 

beij rope," Facts ; p. 45,) in outward communion with Rome, 
have been led to reject its ritual observances as the means of 
justification, and to rely simply on free grace through Christ. 

This wafl eminently exhibited in tbe life of Luther, long 
before he left the Church of Rome. His unavailing struggles 
to obtain peace through self mortification, in the convent of 
EHteh, and his joy when, through the study of the Bible and 
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to their own emblem of the candlestick and the 
seven stars shining in the darkness, a light- 
feeble indeed in power, but bright in its nature, 
was ever to be seen, undiminished amid the 
fetid air of surrounding superstition; unawed 
by persecution ; unswerving though standing 
alone : — ^like the seraph Abdiel, 

" faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved. 
Unshaken, unseduc'd, unterrifj'd ; 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought. 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind. 
Though single/' 

The people of whom I am about to treat are 
commonly called Vaudois or Waldenses; and 
are carefully to be distinguished both from the 
Vaudois^ or inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud, in 
Switzerland, and the Waldenses or followers of 
Peter Waldo, of Lyons, — the great Reformer of 
the twelfth century. 

It is particularly necessary, at the outset^ to 
guard you against this mistake, as the coinci-' 
dence of names has led to much misconception 
on the subject; and the caution is especially 
requisite at the present time, when the Swiss 
Vaudois are brought before the public, in con- 
sequence of an excitement which has just caused 

tlie writings of Augustine, the truth broke upon him " the just 
iftmll live by faith,'* is fully described in Merle I)'Aubigii(6*t 
delightAil history of the Reformation. 
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a secession from the National Church in the 
Pays de Vaud^ somewhat resembling that r^ 
cently witnessed in Scotland. 

Among the various names which designated 
the different sects of religionists^ who^ in the 
middle ages^ opposed the commonly reputed or*- 
thodox faith^ there is none which we can fix on 
as clearly pointing to the community whose hkh 
tory we hope to elucidate.* In a decree of. 
Pope Lucius III, a. d. 1183, against heretics, 
various denominations are mentioned and laid 
under anathema,-—'^ the Cathari Patarini, and 
those who falsely called themselves Humiliati^ 
or poor men of Lyons, Passagini, Josepini, and 
Amaldistse ; " f but we do not find the name 
Yaldenses. Very shortly after, in an edict of 
Ildephonsus, king of Arragon, a. d. 1194, the 
term is given for the first time in a public edict, 
when^ as Marquess of Provence, he commands 
'^ the WcddenseSy Inzabbati, who otherwise are 
called the poor men of Lyons ; " and in another 
place^ '^ the Waldenses and Zapatati," to leave 
his dominions. After this time the term is in 
common use.$ Milner woidd class the Wal- 

, * Alliz, in his Remarks upon the ancient Church of Piedmont, 
ch. 14, states, that the term Patarines, g^iven in the middle of 
the eleventh centur)' to the dissidents of Milan, was applied to 
the Waldenses ; but this does not appear to be received by fbe 
vrtters on the subject of the present day. 

\ Maitland's Facts and Documents ; p. 177. 

t See Councils, £dicts» &c. 
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i^hset uHider ifclie Cathftri^ or Puritans ;* bat from 
Limbyrth's history of the laquifiition^ we find 
the latter rather classed with tbe Albig^itsefij 
kaiA mentioned as distuict from the Waldenseft : t 
tad in tiiie work lof Eckbert, abbot txf Scho^ 
HMMige^ i^iMt the Catluari, a. b. 11€0» thon^ 
to be regarded only «A the evident* dfaa emtm^ 
in tenplaitting lint tenets of some <of iM» mot^ 
who wests bumt at Colore, he imputes to them 
^femicious doctrin^s^ which w^re quite at van* 
anoe with anything in the Waldensian treatioos 
isr that ettn be sdwwn ion any authority to hav» 
h^mk fiHXfefiN»d by the Waldensea. Rviniadnt 
JS<s<dco alsa, as fior as his rambling testimony j^ ftf 
Wfsight^ describing the position of the sitteeft 
Jtshurahts of the €athari^ does not place «itber 
in our locality* 

. The tradi appears to be^ that the YaUensea 
weireiHO retired aad sedaded in their poaitiQin^ae 
in gieat measure to bxv^ escaped notice ; and 
wlien diey am mentkned^ ihe term given isamt a 
«eetarian but a Uksal des^natioin. Jhxxa, Petar 
Dai&ian, about ItOfiO, called tbem Subalpineek 

l*he TaU^ises w«re far from being coafinai ta 
the valleys of whieh we are taspeak ; but weie to 
be fonnd hefe imd tliere in France, Flanders, and 
Germany, as well as in Italy. Their strongluoldliy 
however, occupiied the districts eaat and west of 

* GMit tii, doip. a. 
t MaitUail'4i^«oiiittirt Dooii«Mtit»; p. 261. 
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the mountain range towards Mont Cenis^ ndiicli 
^arates Piedmont from France. Though these 
lofty mountains oifer the natural boundary to 
that part of France and Italy^ they were not 
regarded as such till a late period. The terri- 
tory on both sides was frequently under the do- 
minion of the same temporal power; and th^ 
dioceses of Embrun and Turin w^e sometimes 
ruled by the same Bishop ; and though^ as we 
see from Bingham's Origines £cclesiastic»/ tiie 
Cottian Alps^ (the name by which this range 
ifn» foamefly known) belcmged to the ItaHe 
diocese^ yet the jurisdiction of the Bishop ef 
fimbrtm extended at times over the Italian 
frontier. 

Thus^ intimately connected together^ it is 
natural that we should find the valleys on either 
side of these mountains occupied by a people^ 
who professed the same religious sentiments^ 
and who alike resisted unto death the encroadi- 
ments made by the See of Bome upon th^ 
religious liberty. The Waldenses on the west* 
em side were the first to experience the tender 
mercies of the Popes ; and after many crusades 
of extermination^ their yoiee ceased to be faeaid ; 
yet the seed of EvangeKcal truth, thoi^ toe 
small to attract notice, still existed in the mimn* 
tain village of Dormilleuse, and has been «£• 
tensively increased under the pious labours of 

'^' BfMK iXt 'Chl^. !• 86C. St 
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Felix Neff. On the east of these Alps tlie aim 
of the Almighty has evidently been raised in 
defence of His Church, and its enemies have 
not been permitted to prevail against it. 

The confusion of the names Valdenses, or 
inhabitants of the valleys, and Waldenses, the 
term by which the followers of Peter Waldo, of 
Lyons, were particularly known, appears to have 
been purposely maintained by some Bomish 
writers of the middle ages, with the object of 
giving to the Yaldenses and these Waldenses, 
one common origin ; and thereby concealing the 
far higher antiquity of the men of the valleys. 
The first trace of the name Yaudois is foimd 
in the poem, which will be spoken of hereafter, 
entitled " La Nobla Ley9on," in which the people 
are called " Vaud^s." They were early distin- 
guished by the name of Vaudois or Yaldenses, 
as descriptive of their locality ; and, at the pre- 
sent day, are known equally by the appellation 
of Vaudois, Waldenses, and Yaldenses ; and 
these terms will be applied indiscriminately in 
the present treatise. This nomenclature did 
not spring from themselves, but was probaUy 
first bestowed on them as a term of reproach, 
and implying contempt. We find, in a letter 
which they addressed to Uladislaus, king of Bo- 
hemia, they style themselves " the little, flock 
of Christians, falsely called Yaudois." 

A great deal has been written respecting the 
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etymology of the word Vaudois, but the folr 
fowmg derivation appears natural and easy:— 
take as the root 

The Waldensian term for a Valley . . . Val 

Plural Vaux 

Waldensian term for inhabitants of a Valley Vaudes 

Corresponding term in French .... VaudoiS 

Corresponding term in Italian Valdesi 

Corresponding term Latinized ValdenseS* 

then Waldenses, by a change, not uncommon 
at that period, of V into W, or, as the French 
say, double V. 

The Waldenses of Lyons, disciples of Peter 
Waldo, were, like the primitive Church, early 
dispersed abroad by persecution, and thereby 
scattered the seed of a pure faith through many 
countries in western Europe, and often watered 
it with their blood. During this persecution, 
also, when they, with their founder, were driven 
from Lyons, it is probable that many of them 
joined themselves to the men of the valleys, to 
whom they brought a rich treasure in the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures into French, which was 
executed under the direction of Peter Waldo, by 
Stephen de Ansa and two other eminent scholars; 

* Th« following extract from a statute of Fignerol, dated 
A. D, 1220, shows the Latin translation of Vaudes : — ** Si quit 
hospitaretur aliquem vel aliquam VuUen^em vel Valdtnsam 
•e sciente in posse Pinerolit/' (in the district of Pigoerol).— - 
QiUy'9 VaiiUnm ; p. 8. 
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and is the first translation into a vernacular lan- 
guage since the Latin has generally ceased to be 
such. But it was from the ancient Yaudois tbftt 
Waldo had probably received his first iin|)res- 
sions of the religious abuses around him, and 
Ught to guide him to the truth, which he after^ 
wards so boldly and successfully upheld and dif- 
fused abroad. 

Mr. Elliott, in his valuable Horse Apocalyp- 
ticae, says, that " it was from residence in some 
place, or among some people of Yaldensian name, 
that he derived his appellation of Valdes, and 
probably more or less his religious views."* 
He may have resided in one of the valleys of 
Dauphiny, where, from the letter addressed to 
Pope Lucius H, in 1144, we find that such doc- 
trines, as Waldo afterwards taught, were openly 
received ; f and thus have obtained his religious 
views and his simame from one and the same 
place; being known as Peter of the valley, — 
Petrus de Valle, or Vallensis ; which the pro- 
vincial dialect, as we have endeavoured to show, 
would change into Petrus Waldensis, or Waldo. J 

The present Yaudois occupy a country situ- 

• Page 683. 
t Oilly'8 Memoir of Felix Neff ; p. 95* 

^ In the LAtin documeDU, it ii writttn Btmply " Wald&/' ffii« 
" Otho/' and other names of the tame termination.^— EUintt. 

An ingenious suggestion is offered by Mr. i^ltiott, (/f«fie 
AfM* p(. iiu eh. vii. $ec. 6, 2ni Eik.) that Waldo migfae liav* 
resided in the valUy of the Droru, in Dsitiiibiiiy, ^Ich, 
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atod oa tke eastern or Italian side of the chain 
of mountainsy between Mont Gen^vre to the 
north, and Mont Yiso to the south. Their west* 
em limits f<»rm the frontier between Ftanoe 
and Piedmont; and from this lofty ridge ee- 
vml streams descend, which, after fertilizing 
the Waldensian valleys, unite, just below their 
boundary, with the Pelice, which shortly after 
fiiUs into the Po. The Vaudois country was 
formerly of much greater extent, dipping, as 
before stated, over the western side of the Alps, 
and extending into Fiance from Brian9on as 
fer as Emfarun on the Durance. The limits 
embmced also on this side, the ralley of Quei- 
ras and the valley of Frassiniere, and the Wal- 
densian opinions influenced, at times, nearly 
^c» whole of Dauphiny. On the Italian side it 
compitthended the sources of the Po, and ex- 
tended to the valley of Maira. Relentless per- 
secution haa long since driven them from thewi 
OKtended limits, and confined them within the 
narrow districts of the three valleys of Lucema> 
Perosa,and San Martino^with their small diverg- 
ing fibres. Morland has thus quaintly, though 
feelingly, described the general character of the 
valleys: — ^^'These valleys,'* says he, "especially 
diat of Angrogna, Pramol, and St. Martin, are 
by nature strongly fortified, by reason of their 

Hi chief, town Diep might hay« been called the VaU of th$ Di$, 
w^ a resident there VMieruUf Valdentit, or Valdiut. 
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many difficult passages^ and bulwarks of roeks 
and mountains^ as if an all-wise Creator had^ 
from the beginnings designed that place as a ca- 
binet wherein to put some inestimable jewel, or 
(to speak more plainly) thus to reserve many 
thousands of souls, which should not bow the 
knee before Baal. " 

The number of parishes contained within 
this boundary is fifteen, and the resident Pro^ 
testant population was estimated, in 1844, at 
21,378. The most convenient access to the 
Protestant valleys is from Turin, whence a 
fine road passes through a rich level country 
to the handsome town of Pignerol, eighteen 
miles distant. 

Here the majestic line of Alps, the natural 
boundary between France and Piedmont, ex- 
tending in near proximity along the whole line 
of the western horizon, presents a scene of 
grandeur and majesty, which creates, in the 
mind of the traveller, the highest feelings of 
sublimity, blended with awe. 

Who first beholds those everlasting clouds. 
Seed-time and harvest, morning, noon, and nighty 
Still where they were, stedfast, immoveable; 
Those mighty hills, so shadowy, so sublime. 
As rather to belong to heaven than earth,-— 
But instantly receives into his soul, 
A sense, a feeling that he loses not, 
A something that informs him 'tis an hour 
Whence he may date henceforward and for ever.* 

* Bogers. 
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La Tour, tlie principal Protestant town, and 
rituated in the valley of Lnzema, is only ten 
miles from Pignerol, and is connected with it by 
a good road. The first Protestant village is 
St. Jean, two miles short of La Tour. A new 
church was built here during the reign of Na- 
poleon, when the Vaudois enjoyed perfect reli- 
gious liberty; but on the restoration of the King 
of Sardinia, the Roman Catholics, whose church 
is opposite to that of the Vaudois on the other 
side of a little stream, obtained an order to 
oblige the Protestants to erect a large wooden 
barricade in front of their church, that the good 
Romanists might not be pained by witnessing 
the heretics assemble for divine worship. I saw 
this unsightly wooden pile in the year 1834, and 
heard the cause of its erection. It is gratifying 
to know that this intolerance has not been re- 
newed, and the barricade is now permitted to 
fall into decay. They have, however, been re- 
quired to erect in lieu of it, a wooden screen 
within the doors of their church, to prevent any 
sounds of their public worship reaching the 
Roman Catholic congregation. 

La Tour is a little town containing, at least, 
one good inn, from which the tourist may make 
delightful excursions through the valleys and 
over the mountains. It is situated in the most 
extensive and richest of the valleys, and is built 
near the Pelice, a rapid river, deriving its source 
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amidst the lofty defiles of Mont Yiso^ which is 
seen in the back ground^ and divides Piedmont 
from Dauphiny. From the vicinity of La Tour 
you enjoy a good view of the rich valley of 
Lucerne, abounding in cultivated vineyards and 
green meadows, irrigated by the waters of the* 
Pelice ; while the numerous hamlets and de- 
tached farm houses, with the more considerable 
town of Lucerne in the midst, embosomed in 
groves of chestnut and walnut trees, appear to 
bespeak a numerous, thriving, and happy pofm- 
lation. The town of Lucerne iB now no l^er 
Protestant; and as the Yaudois are restricted 
by law from acquiring property beyond certaia 
defined limits, they are debarred from extending 
their community among their Roman Catholic 
fellow subjects, though the latter may build or 
purchase amidst the Vaudois. The parishes^ 
which in this valley belong to the Protestants, 
(so to term a people who profess never to have 
separated from the Church of Rome, because 
they have never belonged to it), are Rora, St, 
Jean, La Tour, Villar, and Bobbi. Near Rora 
is the Mont Yandelin, where nature, assisted 
by art, has formed a singular cavern, described 
by Leger, as in his time, round and vaulted 
like an oven, containing chambers, a fountain 
of water, and an oven, and capable of conceal*- 
ing three or four hundred persons. This cave, 
which is called Castelluzsro, could be entered 
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only by one small hole^ and has oft^i afforded a 
safe asylum to the Yaudois &milies during their 
persecutions. Near Bohbi there is a large em* 
bankment, which was built by EngUsh contri- 
butionsy after a dreadful inundation, which took 
place in the year 1740, to protect the village for 
the fiiture against the sudden and devastating 
overflowings of the Pelice. 

On ajscending a deep ravine, issuing from 
the extremity of the valley, after following the 
windings of the gorge through the most sterile 
and savage scenery, when nearly at its simi" 
mit^ you reach the ruins of the former almost 
impregnable guardian of the pass, the fort Mi- 
rabouc, — ^built against the steep escarpments of 
the mountain, amidst bare rocks and desolation, 
and in the close vicinity of eternal snows. The 
following sketch of the valley of Lucerne was 
written on the spot, during my visit to the Vau- 
dois, in the Christmas of 1834 : — " I took a long 
walk with Colonel Beckwith, on a mountain 
near La Tour ; and the view we enjoyed over the 
plain of the Po was at once lovely and mag- 
nificent. There was a charming natural terrace 
high on the mountain, commanding the valley 
of Lucerne, with all its martyred villages of 
St. Jean, La Tour, &c., and the richly cultivated 
slope of the mountain on which we stood, with 
its vines, mulberries, and chestnuts. In the 
vale below were the two manufactories,-^innQ^ 
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vations of modem date; and, on the opposite 
side^ the mountain's ascent, hard with frost, and 
never, at this season, cheered by a ray of sun- 
shine. The cottages below, and the chftlets 
above, were wrapped in the dull stagnation of 
universal ice. Beyond — a rich plain, bounded 
far in the distance by the chain of mountains 
that front the Mediterranean, along the Une of 
coast from Genoa to Nice, and the intermediate 
sweep peopled with cities — ^Turin, Pignerol, and 
bourgs and churches; and throughout, a long 
curling line of white mist, tracked the course 
of the Po ; the stately monarch, who is ever 
traversing his splendid dominion, which spreads 
from hence through the whole fertile line of 
the north of Italy, till its embouchure in the 
Adriatic.'* 

The little valley of Angrogna is in the imme^ 
diate vicinity of La Tour, surrounded by lofty 
mountains and pasturages. It is richly wooded ; 
and, embosomed in the mountains, presents a 
most still and sequestered spot ; and possesses a 
character well suited to the scenes and events 
for which it is celebrated. It is here that the 
defiles or barricades of Pra del Tor are situ- 
ated, which often gave an asylum of temporary 
security to the poor families who were flying 
from persecution. Here, also, in this quiet 
and solemn retreat, was placed that Missionary 
College, which, concealed from the world for 
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many i^s^ reared up in the pure faith of Chris- 
tkuiity, those Barbes or religious Pastors, who 
iBSuad forth to carry the light of truths and a 
knowledge of the way of salvation, to distant 
lands : labouring in Bohemia, amidst the dykes 
of the Low Countries, and on the mountains 
of Calabria. It was from this seminary that 
our own Wickliff, not improbably, was first di- 
rected to the abuses of the Papal supremacy ; 
that WicklifF, " whom," Southey, in his book 
of the Church, beautifully says, " the Roman 
Church has stigmatized as a heretic of the first 
class, but whom England and the Protestant 
world, while there is any Tirtue, and while 
there is any praise, will regard with veneration 
and gratitude." Hence sprung that pure faith 
which spread so widely in Bohemia, till it was 
overawed by what the same author calls, ^^ that 
execrable sentence of the Council of Constance, 
by which Huss and Jerome of Prague were 
burnt alive." It was, also, the resort of the 
youth of other countries, who came hither to 
prepare themselves for the ministry. lUjTicus, 
a Romish writer, asserts, ^^ I find that it was 
common, nay customary, for Bohemians to travel 
from their country to their Valdensian preceptors 
in Lombardy, as if to some school or college, for 
the sake of studying divinity." We find from the 
history of Alsace, that this was the case with the 
Alsaceans, preparing themselves for holy orders. 

B 



18 ITALIAN VAUDOIS. 

There are no ruins to mark the site of the an*- 
cient college^ which, unlike the stately ^fioes 
in our universities, may not improbably have 
consisted of a natural cavern in the rocks, and 
the only memorial which has come down to us 
of this very interesting theol(^ical seminary is 
a table c^ black stone to be seen in a peasant's 
cottage. Yet it is said that 140 pastors once 
assembled at a synod held in the Pra del Tor. 

The valley of Perouse, which I gained from 
La Tour, by skirting the mountains which en- 
close Angrogna, is about twelve miles long, and 
is generally very narrow. It follows the wind- 
ings of the river Clusone, as far as Perouse, 
above which it is called the valley of the Clu-r 
sone, where the Yaudois are not now allowed 
to possess property, though formerly it exclu^ 
sively belonged to them. At the head of the 
ravine stands the important fortress of Fenes^ 
trelle, which defends the approach to Pied- 
mont by this valley, and is also used as a state 
prison. 

At Perouse, the torrent of the Germanasca 
flows into the Clusone; and here conunencee 
the beautiful valley of St. Martin, so celebrated 
by the heroic defence of Henri Arnaud's little 
band against the united powers of France and 
Sardinia. The principal parishes in this valley^ 
which is eight miles in length, are Yille Sdche, 
Maneille, and Pral. These parishes are «p- 
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proached through scenes of gi^at richness and 
beauty ; sometimes the valley expands^ as by 
Maneille^ and admits the luxuriant cultivatioii 
of com and rich pasturages^ shaded and adorned 
by fruit trees and umbrageous chestnuts. Be* 
yond this the road enters a deep ravine of the 
Germanasca, which is singularly wild and beau^ 
tiful ; and which^ sometimes opening to allow a 
larger patch of com or maize> and admitting a 
view of the snow-capt peaks of the Alps above^ 
leads at Iraigth to the lofty hamlet of Balsille. 
Immediately above this is the celebrated CaA- 
tella^ a terrace on the side of a peaked mountain; 
where Amaud/ with a little band of 700 peasant 
champions for their fatherland^ maintained the 
position against 22^000 regular troops. Of this 
unparalleled achievement we shall speak here- 
after. The valley of St. Martin was also the 
chief abode of the ancient Barbes^ or Ministers, 
as, from its position and character, it afforded 
them greater security against the plots and con- 
trivances of their enemies. 

Though these valleys, containing an area of 
twenty-two miles in length by eighteen in 
breadth, are separated from each other by lofty 
ridges, and regular intercourse is (mly main- 
tained by long and circuitous routes, yet in« 
the summer they are mutually accessible by 
beautiful, though arduous, mountain paths, 
amidst the grandest assembl^e of those objects 
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which are found in mountain scenery : — cata- 
racts^ ravines^ i^u^ed di&gointed rocks^ preci- 
pices^ and steeps ; "where Alps o'er Alps arise." 

The view from the Col de Viso, is described 
by a modem tourist in the following animated 
terms: — "From the Col, the view down the 
valley of the Po, over the plains of Piedm<mt, 
is one of tlie most magnificent in the world. 
This vast expanse, seen from a height of 10,150 
English feet above the level of the sea, com- 
mands a view, an extent of 100 miles distant in 
the horizon. The rocks and vast precipices in 
the foreground, and on the Col ; the deep sub* 
sidencies of the mountains, which bound the 
valley of the Po immediately below the ob- 
server, till they sink lower and lower into the 
plains— are most impressive. On the plain, 
bright but indistinct masses, mark the positions 
of the towns and cities of Piedmont within the 
view ; and this indistinctness, contrasted with 
the sharp and defined forms of the enormous 
peak of the Viso, rising yet 3,000 feet higher^ 
and in close proximity, produces an indescribable 
effect upon the mind and feelings of the ob- 
server ; and extending to an indistinct hori- 
zon, makes this one of the most magnificent and 
sublime scenes in the world." 

These mountains are singularly prolific in 
herbs and flowers; which, Leger states, per- 
sons came from the interior of France and 
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Italy, to collect for medicinal purposes: and 
some Italian friends of my own, mentioned 
that their most delightfiil summer excursion 
from Turin, was to a plain situated near the 
summit of Mont Gen^vre, which was enamel- 
led with the rarest and most heautifril wild 
flowers. They described the pleasure of wan« 
deling through this bright carpet of Nature | 
and dwelt on the balmy odours, the numerous 
chrystal rills, the invigorating air, the bright 
skies, and noble prospects, with the liveliest 
feelings oi delight. Leger mentions, as one of 
the mountain productions, a species of artichoke 
named ^^ chardousse," which grows close to the 
ground, vnth a root like a radish. The fruit is 
surrounded by dentillated and prickly leaves, 
and tastes like a delicious sweetmeat; while 
the leaves act the part of an infallible bare** 
meter, by drawing together like a purse, <» 
like the closed hand, one or two days previously 
to rain, and opening again at the approach of 
fine weather. He says that he has verified this 
fru^t times without number, as the plant was 
eonunonly hung against the walls of the cot* 
tages, and continued to act as a sure weather 
glass for years. — ^He has given a drawing of this 
singular plant. The same writer, describing the 
rare animals indigenous to these mountains, 
mentions the pretty little marmotte, well known 
in the Swiss Alps, which in the body and legs 
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somewhat resembles the hare^ but on a fimalter 
icale. For eight or nine months^ while the sno^ 
eovers the ground^ it sleeps in its hole^ and ia 
often taken in this state. 

Another interesting natural production in 
4he valleys, which I have not seen noticed by 
Leger, is, however, mentioned by modem (?wt- 
vellers with lively pleasure, — the bright scin- 
tillations of the fitfiil, and luminous fire-4y« 
The little lamp of the glowworm, as it shines by 
the road side on a warm summer's night, is ffl« 
miliar to all; and the phosphoric light pn>- 
duced by the waves of ocean, dashing against 
th^ ship's side, or by the splashing oar^ may 
be seen in a degree off our own southern coast : 
but the interest of these lights, appears to &U 
&r short of the fire-fly, as seen in the Yaudds 
▼alleys. M. Muston, late pastor of Bo\n^ had 
thus described it : — '^^Les Indoles allument dans 
la campagne leur lampes aeriennes aux lueurs 
intermittentes ; et rien n'est plus joli que ces 
mouches phosphoriques, qui volent de tous c6tl» 
en tra9ent des r^aux de feu daus I'^spaoe; eUes 
brillent et s'iiteignent altemativement comme «i 
leur lumi^re etait une respiration. EUes se posent 
partout ; suspendent des (Stoiles sur les fleurs et 
ks font ressembler ft ces hommes des mines qui 
portent une lampe ft leur front; en un mot, elles 
•emblent faire de tout I'atmosphere un novean 
firmament." The common chamois^ which pav^ 
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tftkes of the goat and ihe deer, is found in these 
mountains^ as well as that gigantic species^ 
usuaUy caUed bouquetin, from ite resemblance 
to the '^ bouc" or male goat, which is also known 
to naturalists as the ibex goat, or the steinbock. 
It is remarkable for the extraordinary size of its 
horns, which sometimes equal the body of the 
animal in length, and for its uncommon vigour 
and activity. As it inhabits the loftiest and 
most inaccessible crags, amidst the regions of 
eternal snow, and usually sleeps on the ice, th^ 
huiiter can only approach it with much risk and 
toil** Leger mentions some extraordinary effects 
produced by the blood of this animal, and 
its US0 in relieving colds and fevers, by prot 
ducitig profose perspiration. Two celebrated 
iiaturaUsts and writers on the materia medica in 
the sixteenth century, Conrad Gesner of Ziurich^ 
atul Aldrovandus of Bologna, treat also of the 
valuable properties of its bloods 

A very lingular hybrid domestic animal is 
particularly described iti Leger's history, which 
appears to have been in much use in his time^ 
and is still sometimes to be seen, called the 
jimnarre^ It partakes of the nature of the bull 
and the horse, or the bull and the ass ; the head 

* The ibex is not to be found among^ the stuffed animals, 
at the British Museum, but a fine specimen, with a |^gahti6 
f>alr ol* antlers, wak to be seen a ftftW yean kinoe at the HospicN^ 
6f St. Bernard, add it probably still (here. 
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and tail resembUug the former, though withoitti 
horns. As the upper and lower jaws do not meet 
together, they can only feed where the grass is 
long enough to be broken off with the tongue* 
This author states they possess extraardinaary 
strength; and that he on one day trayelled 
eighteen leagues or about fifty miles entirely 
on the mountains upon a jumarre, with much 
greater ease than on horseback. Dr. Gilly 
^otes the description of this strange beast, but 
tkm» it may meet with disbelief. It so hfqppeos 
that I can fully establish the existence of sadi 
m «umal, by the foUowing passage token from 
a manuscript journal of a relative of my own^. 
descriptive of Savoy in the year 1783 ; diou^ 
it does not convey so favourable an idea of the 
^^ monture" as Leger^s account would lead us to 
form : — 

^^The prieur of Allezon had hid fitvouzite 
beast caparisoned for me to return to Chamberi, 
and set me thereon. Now,. at first, I tibrt>ught 
it was a sturdy, wicked looking mule, but on 
eyeing him again and again, my belief wms 
staggered ; and I asked the prieur's man who 
followed me, what manner of brute it might be* 
* G*est un jumart milor.' ' Et qu'estoe que e'e&t 
qu'un jumart mon ami V ^ O mi lor c'est une 
bSte qui eft faite entre un taureau de montagne 
est une jument.' On I went, then, on my ju- 
mart, examining him from head to foot, and 
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above all things having an eye to his vile dispo- 
sitions to break my neck down the rocks^ as we 
descended the rugged and ahnost perpendicular 
paths that led to Chamberi." In the sequel the 
jmnaire, after showing his iU humour by biting 
and kicking on ev^ opportunity, finishes^ 
giving himself one rude shake as he was crossr- 
iog a liver, and throwing my relative into the 
midst. 

Having thus briefly adverted to the positioii 
and nature of the country occupied by the YaiH 
dois, let us turn our attention to their hiafcary; 
and endeavour to trace it from the earliest tuaea 
of Christianity. The most ancient documents 
which they possessed, were diligently sought af- 
ter by the agents of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and were never again allowed to see the light ; 
from which fact we may, at least, deduce the ia* 
fecenee, that these records proved an antiquity 
of fJEUth, which it did not suit their opponents 
to make public. Deprived thus of their own 
documents, we have to look for probabilities, 
assisted, indeed, by occasional incidental notices 
contained in early writers, to form a clue to their 
ancient history and origin. 

The enterprising traveller in central Afiica, 
endeavouring to mark down on his map the true 
position of Timbuctoo, or the course of the 
mysterious Niger, having penetrated as far as 
advance was possible, collects all the informa- 
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tion which the neighbouring tribes can aSourd* 
He traces before the savage the course of the 
8un^ and the movement of the stars' orbit^ 
and requires him to explain by them the river's 
course. He ascertains the direction of the tri* 
butary streams^ the inclination of the moun» 
tains^ the flight of the water-fowl and all other 
data upon which he may form an hypothesis ; 
and from this he draws his chart. With the 
Christian biographer of the Yaudois^ a course 
somewhat similar must be followed,— or ^ to bop* 
row a simile from their own mountain torrents^ 
if we ascend the stream from the broad and ma- 
jestic P09 which fertilizes the wide plain beyond 
their mountains, to the tributary which &lb 
into it, we trace the water still descending from 
a higher source, till we enter the mountain 
gorge. And when the gloomy forest of pine^ 
or the projecting rocks above, rend^ fyrtheit 
access impracticable. We yet hear, at intervalsi 
the distant sounds of water in the falling caim^ 
ract ; and here and there catch a glimpse of iSk 
highest sources issuing from the ice-bound |^ 
eier, or reflecting a bright ray of light «s it 
leaps from some precipitous ledge of rock far 
up the mountain's brow. It will better suit our 
present purpose to descend than to aeeend 
the stream of time ; and We may imagine the 
source, which we are about to investigate, as 
situated amid the lofby recesses of Mont Yiso^ 
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or some othet Alpine height inaccessible to hu* 
man foot. 

We will endeavour to prove that the foun- 
tain head of this stream was pure whatever may 
have been its subsequent character^ and with 
this object we must^ at the outset^ show the 
probability that Christianity was originally in- 
troduced among the Cottian Alps by early mis- 
sionaries^ travelling through or near the valleys.* 
Our argument will be strengthened if it appears 
that a public thoroughfare intersected this coun- 
try in the days of the Apostles. 

There were only four passes over the Alps 
known to the Romans^ in the earlier periods 
(A their empire; the first leading over the 

* The GbriitiMiity which Aug^usUne and his fellow mit« 
gionaries introduced to this country, was already sullied with 
superstitious additions ; images were now set up in western 
chriitendom, and Bede reports of this missioa, that '* they 
came bearing a sili^er croM for a banner, and the tmo^s of out 
Lord and Saviour painted on a board." Fuller says of 
Augustine, '' he found here a plain religion practised by the Bri- 
tons ; living some of them in contempt, and many more in the 
Ignorance of worldly vanities. He brought in a religion, spun 
with a coarser thread, though guarded with a finer trimming ; 
made luscious to the senses with pleasing ceremonies, so that 
many who could not judge of the goodness, were courted with 
tke gaudiness thereof. ** The Britons refused to hold any oom« 
onaion with the Saxons after their conversion on account of 
their idolatrous religion, and we have evidence of the super- 
stition of the early Saxon Christians in the absurd legends to be 
found in the esteemed historian of this period, quoted above, 
tile Venerable Bede. 
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maritime Alps from Genoa, through Monaco 
and Nice to Aries, known by the name of the 
Via Aurelia ; the second over the Saltus Tau- 
rinus, now called Mont Genevre, into Gaul; 
the third over the Graian Alp, or the little St* 
Bernard, to Yienne on the S.hone ; and the last 
from Milan, through Como, by the Rhcetian 
Alps, — the present magnificent pass of the Splu* 
ghen, to Coire in the Grisons. The second of 
these roads was considered the shortest pass into 
Gaul, and was the usual route from Italy to 
Spain; and must have formed also the direct 
communication between Rome and the British 
provinces. * In the time of C»sar it was prao. 
ticable for an army, as he appears to have passed 
over Mont Genevre when he marched against 
the Helvetii, to oppose a formidable inroad, 
which they threatened upon the Romkn pro- 
vince. Caesar states that he marched from Oce- 
lum; and, after many victories, he arrived on 
the seventh day on the borders of the Vocontii, 
and thence into the country of the Allobroges. 
The French geographer, D'Anville, has shown 
that the Ocelum here mentioned, was situated 
in the valley of Pragelas, near the present for- 
tress of Fenestrelle. In addition to this account 
in Caesar, the pass is mentioned by Polybius> 
Strabo, and Ammianus Marcellinus. Petronius' 

* See Cramer on Hannibal's passage of the Alps ; p. lS-«p>24. 
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Arbiter^ also, in die following lines, describes 
Ceesar^s return over tbis pass, but with the mind 
of a poet rather than a geographer, as no such 
yiew of the plains of Italy is to be obtained 
from the summit of Mont Genevre : — 

'' Haec abi calcavit Caesar ju^ milite Isto 
Oravitqae locum saromo di vertice moDtis 
Hesperiae campos late prospexif 

Bergier, the French author of the learned 
work on the great roads of the Roman Empire, 
attributes the formation of this road to Cottius, 
a prince occupying the region of these Alps, and 
whom Augustus unable to subdue, conciliated 
with the title of king. Bergier describes it as 
^'ihe most admirable of all the routes, which 
connected Gaul and Italy." Though Cottius 
might have constructed the military road, over 
^idiich CsBsar crossed the Alps, yet it is probable 
that it was known previously as a mountain 
pass ; indeed if we are to credit Livy, it was over 
this mountain, that the great Carthagenian gen- 
eral led his swarthy soldiers, his allies, his ca- 
valry and elephants into the plains of Italy, 
when he shook the Roman Empire to its foun- 
dation. Livy, in "his pictured page," as Byron 
aptly designates it, has described the difficulties 
and horrors of this pass in graphic language. 
He speaks in the twenty-first book, of the ter- 
rible aspect of the Alps, as they approached 
them, ** the snows on their lofty summits almost 
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mingled with the heavens, the wretched chalets 
perched on the rocks, the flocks and the herds 
starved with cold, the men unshorn and rude, all 
life animate and inanimate stiff with cold, and 
the aspect of every thing more terrihle than 
<;ould be described." * 

Bearing in mind, then, of the four passes over 
the Alps, by which the rest of Europe was con- 
nected .with Italy, that over Mont Gendvre was 
the most frequented, we must conclude that the 
missionaries, who so early evangelized Spain, 
Gaul, and Britain, must have traversed this 
mountain, and thus have been placed in frequent 
commimication with the men of the valleys. 

Those who have travelled in mountainous 
countries are aware how speedily a natural sym- 
pathy, and friendly feeling is formed between 
the traveller and his guide. Exposed alike to 
cold and heat, sharing in the same labour and 
difficulties, equally liable to accident, and thrown 
entirely together, an intimacy springs up, which 
months of the usual intercourse between man and 
man, would fail to create. Can we then suppose, 
that missionaries travelling over these passes, 

* The point at which Hannibal crossed the Alps has been 
ably discussed in a little volume written by Messrs. Cramer 
and Wickham, who examined the country with Poly bias in 
their hand, and have shown that the pass must have been 
effected at the little St. Bernard. But Livy 's placing it at Mont 
Oeneyre, shows that an ancient way over the Alps existed 
by this mountain. 
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with their hearts burning within them, like the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, would fail to 
unburden their minds to their faithful guides, 
as they journeyed side by side, amongst some of 
the grandest works of creation, which would 
necessarily raise their minds, '^ from nature up 
to nature's God." On the contrary, we can 
conceive few more fiEivourable opportunities, of 
declaring the great truths of the gospel, than 
such an association would readily present. 

There are advocates of the antiquity of the Y au- 
dois, who contend that they originally received 
Christianity from St. Paul himself; and when 
we know that the late learned prelate of Salis- 
bury, Dr. Burgess, claimed the same apostolical 
source, for the first introduction of Christianity 
into this country, the proposition gains consid- 
eration. Tradition says, that St. Paul preached 
in Spain, and that he went from Rome to Spain, 
by passing through the valleys of the Yaudois. 
We find from Romans, ch. xv. 24, 29, that St. 
Paul certainly intended to visit Spain. Whether, 
however, he ever travelled this road or not, it is 
certain that frequent journeys were made by the 
early Christians, from Rome, Milan, and the 
other chief cities of Italy to Lyons, and to the 
south of France. Now the most practicable and 
frequented route to this part of France, passing 
through Turin, traversed, as we have shown, 
the valleys of Perosa and Pragela, and so over 
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Mont Gen^vre. The inhabitants of these loouii^ 
tain passes^ were therefore likely to hear tidings 
of the gospel^ at all events from the early Chris- 
tians ; and we know^ from the celebrated letter 
of Pliny to Trajan, that at the end of the first 
century. Christian communities were not con- 
fined to the towns or cities, but spread through 
villages and the open country. What Christianity 
effected in Bithynia, it might also bring to pass 
in Cisalpine Gaul. The elements were . the 
same, a pure and disinterested faith on the 
one hand, and a senseless mythology on the 
other, and missionaries to convey the . truth* 
It is not reasonable to suppose that Christian 
teachers would so frequently traverse these 
mountains without declaring the good tidings 
of the gospel to those places through which 
they passed, or that they would even forbear to 
turn aside from their direct path to scatter the 
seeds of divine truth to the right and to the 
left. Origen expressly says, that many mission- 
aries made a point of going through not only 
the towns, but the villages and farm h<mses,* 
During the persecution which raged under Mar- 
cus Aurelius Antoninus, from A. d. 168 to ten 
years later, the Christians, from Milan on the 
one side, and Lyons and Vienne on the other, 
took refuge among the fastnesses of the Cottian 
Alps, which lay midway between these cities. 

- **'ifW|iOi Kai e^avXei^f " quoted by Gilly, 
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JxeDssuSy the disciple of Polycarp, who had Kst- 
ened to the Apostle St. John^ was sent^ whilst a 
presbyter, from Lyons to Rome to report on the 
state of the Gallic Church. Irenasus, therefore, 
whom Jerome calls an "Apostolical man," Basil, 
one *^ who was near to the Apostles,'* might have 
passed down the yalley of the Clusone, and 
directed its inhabitants to the waters of life. His 
diocese extended to the Cottian Alps, and per- 
haps embraced them; and we have evidence 
that he made himself acquainted with the Celtic 
language, that he might hold intercourse with 
the remote converts of his diocese.* 

In the fourth century there were several coun- 
cils held in the principal cities of southern Gaul 
and northern Italy, which would require the 
ecclesiastical delegates to pass and repass this 
road, intersecting the country of the Vaudois. 
That in this century Christianity was generally 
received, we may gather from the following 
verses of Prudentius ; and it would be unrea- 
sonable to exclude the region of the Cottian 
Alps, within the ItaUan frontier, from partici- 
pating in this universal light, even did we 
not possess the probabilities for its being ex- 
tended there, which I have already advanced. 

• " OvK eirii^firricrEic ^e Tapa rifiwy rwr tv KfXroic 
3carpc€ovra»r, Kai Ttpi fiap€apov ^laXeicrov ro vXeirrpy 
aaypkovfUViav >'*-— iRXNiEUS ; qwied in Vigilantiut ; p. 333. 

C 
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Speaking of Christianity^ Frudentius says^-- 

" Exit usque ad ortum 
Solis, et luque obitum, GalloB fbvit, imbuit 
BritannoB, praesidet Hispaniae.'' 

nthich we may thus translate : — 

From the bright rising^ to the setting sun, 

The glorious tidings of the gospel runs 

Tbey warm the Gaul, they rule supreme in Spain, 

And spread through British Isles the Saviour's Name. 

More direct evidence^ however^ exists that 
Christians were settled among these Alps at 
this period, A Roman legion^ which was call- 
ed Theban^ from being usually stationed near 
the ancient city of Thebes^ in Egypt, embraced 
Christianity ; and having refused to sacrifice to 
the gods, was, by order of Maximinian, decimat- 
ed at a place called Aganno, situated somewhere 
within the northern frontier of the present Pied- 
mont; and the remainder of the l^on was 
dispersed through the neighbouring country, in 
which we may include the Cottian Alps. 

It is recorded that one of their captains, named 
Gioffiredo or St. Geoffirey, endeavouring to escape 
from the cruel orders of the Emperor, fled to the 
Yaudois country, and concealed himself among 
the recesses of Mont Viso, near the sources of 
the Po, where he was discovered by his pagan 
pursuers, and suffered death for the name of 
Christ, A. D. 297. St. Secondo, also, the village 
just below St. Jean, received its name from 
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a martyr who guffisred either during this or a 
prior persecution. Thus early were the yalleys 
watered with the blood of the Saints.* Be- 
lieving' then that Christianity was introduced 
among the valleys at this eariy period^ certain 
causes which we shall mention^ would tend to 
preserve its purity. 

The wealth and luxury of the city and the 
plain were instrumental in producing the cor- 
ruptions of later times^ and it is in a poor and 
mountainous country that belief^ customs^ and 
mannets have invariably been longest preserved : 
thus^ when the Boman legions were withdrawn 
from England^ and Christianity^ which after the 
time of Constantino had been the authorized 
religion^ disappeared for a century and a half^ 
during the ravt^es of the Caledonians, and the 
usurped authority of the Saxons, the Bishops, 
inferior clergy, and monks withdrew to Wales, 

* As doubt has been tfarowo on the story of this conversion 
of the Theban legion, I may state that the particulars here 
given, are found in the portion of the ** Monumenta Historiae 
Patriae/^ published at Turin in 1840. In vol. i* p. ISO, we 
have the following account of the order of Mazimian : — 

" Erano i soldati di questa legione di Nazioni Bgizzi, ovvero 
soliti a stanziare in Egitto, attorno alPantica citta di Tebe, ma 
Christiani di religione : chepperci6 non avenda voluto, anivati 
che fiirono nel paese dei Veragri, oggidi Valesani, offerire 
sacrifizzi agli Dei, come aveva ordinate Mass^miano, la 

maggior parte fiirono decimati ivi nel luogo detto Aganno 

altri disperse in varie contrade dei paese circonvicini la 
nobilitarono con lo spargiomento del loro sangue. " 
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atnd amidst its mountains and lakes conlmaed 
the knowledge of the true religion.* Thos, 
whilst the darkness of the middle ages brooded 
over Europe, the light of knowledge and pittie 
Christianity was shining at lona amid the high^ 
lands of Scotland: — ^And thus also the Nes« 
torian Christians were enabled to retain th^ 
faith in central Asia, and the Syrian Christiaas 
among the mountain Ghauts of India. So 
in Europe when religious persecutum arose 
in Italy and Gaul, many true believers took 
refuge among their brethren in the jreceeses 
of the Cottian Alps, where the defensive posi- 
tions were so strong, that not to anticipate <mr 
history by subsequent proofe, Cottius, whom wq 
have mentioned, foiled Caesar and his legione^ 
^^ Cottius solus in angustiis latens, invii^[ue 
locorum asperitate confisus/'f 

In this investigation concerning a smaU, mi 
politically speaking, an uninfluential portion of 
Europe, we ought not to feel surprised if we 
find but scanty notices, and those often of an 
incidental nature, especially as a native author 
of celebrity, Dal Pozzo, has stated, that in no 
region of Europe has the truth of history been 

* We read in Usher's British Ecclesiastical Antiquities tbat 
the Archbishops of York and London, in the year 597, "retiri^ 
with other Bishops into Cornwall and Wales/' 

t Ammian. Marcell. ; Lib. xy. 
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go concealed as in Piedmont.t If, however, dur- 
ixtg any lengthened period, we are unable to 
pierce the gloom which shrouds these mountain 
vaUeys, we shall be much assisted in forming a 
ootrect opinion respecting the religious views of 
the people, if we bear in mind to what diocese 
they belonged, and can ascertain the doctrines 
which were held by that diocese. 

In Allix's Remarks on the ancient Churches 
of Piedmont, published about 1690, we find 
that the diocese of Italy, of which Piedmont 
as a general rule formed a portion, continued 
independent, without acknowledging the su- 
premacy of the Bishops of Rome, till the mid- 
dle of the eleventh century. After attesting 
Ihis &ct by most ample proof, through many 
successive centuries, he brings forward the 
confession of a Romish champion himself, 
Dupin, doctor of the Sorbonne, "who," he 

t We are told that Giannone, who had undertaken to write 
fhe history of Piedmont, relinguished it in disgust, because he 
was not allowed free access to the state muniments. Moratori 
and HallamhaTe both recorded the obscurity which rests on 
the annals of this country. A more liberal policy is influ- 
encing the present king; and a royal commission has^ been ap- 
pointed at Turin to examine and publish the ancient records ; 
and several fblio yolumes, entitled ''Monumenta Historise 
Patriae/' have already been issued. We may hope that this 
ooomrission wiU, hereafter, throw some incidental light on the 
Vattdds history ; though, under the present predominance of 
the Jesuits and the parti pritre, little direct information on 
thdr antiquity can be espied. 
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says, " has laid down the eadgells ; confessiiig 
that the diocese of the Pope consisted only 
of the ten piovinces ahont Kome; and that 
Italy, composed of seven proyinces, was not in 
the least subject to it."* Thus this diooese, of 
which Milan waii the metropolitan Qiurch, aa 
well as France, Crenuany, and Spain, rejected^ 
at the Council of Frankfint, in 794, the dAcrees 
of the seeond Council of Nice, At which die wot- 
ihipctf images was authoriEed; andthroqghthe 
whole course of its independence, we not only 
find it resisting the encroadiments, but, firom 
time to time, manfiilly opposing the abuses of the 
Church of Borne* It was, doufatlesSj more or lesa 
influenced by some of the superstitions «f the 
times ; but reformers arose among themselvne^ 
such as Claude, Bishop of Turin^ who, at inter* 
Tab, reasserted primitiye truth, On this psiat 
Allix says, ^^It is evident that the diocese of 
Italy, in faith as well as worship, had the purity 
n^cessarj to constitute a true ChrMtum Gkurch. 
I own that we find in it some errors^ and some 
superstitions : but I have further to observe^** 
Fimty^-^That their Uturgy oontatm nothing^ that 
firvours these errors or superstitions: now we 
know that we ought to judge of a Church by 
the public writings of reUgion. Seoondly/-*- 
That though several private men, or even some 
Of the clergy, were involved in these errors or 

• AlUz ; p. 128, Oxibid EdilWB. 
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sup^stitioiiB^ this must not be made use of to 
tlie prejudice of the whole diocese. Thirdly^ — 
We find that at diat very time^ the ablest and 
most learned men amongst them did vigour** 
Gusly set themselves against these errors^ and 
these 8U{>erstition8 of a blind people and an 
ignorant clergy."* 

in the middle of the eleventh century^ we 
haire the following testimcmy of the independ- 
ence asserted by the Italic Church: — Soma 
difference having arisen among themselves^ Pope 
Nioolas li sent two legates, Fetrus Damianus, 
and Ansehn, Bishop of Luoca, to settle the dis* 
pate. The former himself tells us, that on hii 
arrival at Milan, the clergy stirred up the peo* 
jAb to ^oppose htm, who assembled tumultib- 
ously togedier, and threatened the Cardinals 
Th^ argument they used was, ^^ that the Am* 
brosian Church oii^t not to be subjected to th« 
laws of Rome ; and that the Pope of Rome 
had no tight at all of judging (»r disposing any 
thing there. It was a sham^, said they, that 
she who has been always free in the time of our 
fi»efathers, should now, to our great reproach 
and confusion, be forced to truckle, which, God 
forbid, under another Church, "f 

Hie earliest intimation we possess, that the 
inhabitants of the Cottian Alps were not carried 
along with the tide o£ superstition, already set* 

• AHix; p. 110. t Ibid; p. ISO. 
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dng in upon Europe^ is to be ga&ered from the 
invectiyes of St. Jerome against Yigilantias^ a 
reformer so early as the end of the fourth oen- 
tury . He was bom about the year 364^ at a vilhige 
^led Calagorrisy (now Houra^ in the district of 
Comminges^) situated at the northern base of 
the Pyrenees^ was ordained Priest a. o* 394 or 
895, and probably perished at Barcelona aiboat 
409^ in the general massacre which followed 
the irruption of the Vandals into Spain. All 
that can now be discovered respecting this m-* 
teresting individual^ has lately be^n made pub^ 
lie by Dr. Gilly^ in a volume of much reseaxehy 
entitled, ^^ Yigilantius and his times." The 
work is curious and interesting, and enriched 
with numerous quotations from old and scaioe 
ftuthorities; but, unhappily, none of the writ* 
ings of Yigilantius have come down to us ; and 
we are indebted to his enemies alone for an ac* 
count of his life and religious views. This, 
however, is clear, that he was " eminent in the 
character of an unoompronusing protester, far 
sighted quite beyond his age, against the thei^ 
already commencing abuses and errors of xeUe 
and saint worship, momisticism, ceKbacy, pil. 
grimages, and other such superstitious doc- 
trines and practices : " * and that the field of 
his labours embraced the Cottian Alps, and ej^ 
tended westward into the GralUc Churches of 

• Elliott's Horae Apocalyptioe ; rol. a. p. 206, Snd Edit. 
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Dauphiny ; ( *' Incursit Gallionim ecclesias ; ' • -) 
in fact folly comprehending the territory of the 
Waldenses. St Jerome, whose violent and bitter 
language ill accords with the holy tranquillity 
of the recluse,* says of him, " I once saw this 
mdnster ; and wished to bind {he madman with 
Scripture testimonies, as with the chains of 
jffippocrates ; but he went off, he departed, he 
escaped, he burst forth, and between the billows 
of the Adriatic and the Cottian Alps, he has 
ndlingly complained against us."t (*' Inter 
Hadri^ fluctus Cottiique regis Alpes in nos 
declamando clamavit.") The same authority 
also proves, that he was not an unsuccessfiil 
termer ; but that both priests and bishops join- 
ed with him. "What wickedness!" says St. 
Jerome, ^^he is said to have Bishops associated 

. f The following extracts from letters of St. Jerome to Vigilant 
tias, will illustrate this remark : — " The Greek proverb is true, 
<>r£> \vpa (what is the lyre to an ass ? ) In my opinion your 
ffiunehas been given you out <^ opposition, Kar' avTi<^^fnvj 
{bjr antiphmsis), for your whole mind slumbers ; and you are 
siuaring as in a lethargy:" VigiUmtius ; p. 349. Again:— 
** Many sorts of monsters have been in the world: we read in 
Isaif^ of centaurs, and satyrs, owls and dragons, &c., &c. 
Ctaal alone has had no monsters, but has always abounded in 
the bravest and most eloquent of men. Suddenly arose Vigi- 
lantius, or, as he may be more truly called, Dormilantius, 
who, in his unclean spirit, fights against the spirit of Christ, 
Md denies that the sepulchres of the martyrs are to be ven- 
lerated, ftc: '* VigOaniim; p, 349. 

t Ibid ; p. 3S5. 
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with him in his crime ; if, indeed those persons 
are to be styled Bishops, who ordain no dea- 
cons, except such as are ahready wedded." f 

It is reasonable to suppose, that the living 
word, thus watered by Vigilantius, would con- 
tinue to flourish after his death ; and the Romish 
writers, centuries after, attributed the errors, 
which they discoyered in the valleys, to the fstlse 
teaching of Vigilantius. 

After the time of this reformer, we have 
Cesarius, Bishop of Aries, in Dauphiny, pro- 
testing, in a like spirit, against the prevailing 
superstition and idolatry. At a council held in 
the year 5S9, at Orange, in Dauphiny, we find 
this Bishop uniting with twelve others in dear- 
ly upholding the evangelical doctrines of St. 
Augustine; and urging, on both priests and 
laity, the study of the Scriptures as the rule of 
faith and conduct. Milner feelingly observes, 
^^ I should rejoice to be able to gratify the spi-^ 
ritual reader with the accounts of the lives, la- 
bours, and works of these thirteen Bishops of 
France, which were probably useful and edify- 
ing. But my records say no more :aBd this ig 
one of the thousand cases in which I have occa- 
sion to regret, how little of real Church history 

f The book of St. Jerome, the Pretibyter, against Vigilantlua* 
"Proh nefas ! Episcopos sui sceleris dicitur habere consortes: 
si tamen Episcopi nomiDandi sunt, qui non ordinant Biaconos 
nisi prius uxores duxer^nt.*' GUly*s Vigilantiw; p, 391. 
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has been written — ^how much of ecclesiastical 
perrersions aiMl abuses."* 

Fnmi this period till the Council of Frank-' 
fortj A. D. 794, we have but two circumstanses 
recorded which bear upon our subject ; and by 
<me of these it is rather perplexed than eluci- 
dated. This sileuoe^ however, affords but small 
matter for surprise, when we consider how little 
is known of any of the transactions which con<- 
etitttted the sum, of the hopes and fears of the 
men of those generations. 

The successive irruptions of the Teutonic 
tribes, bad destroyed all so^iial order ; and the 
eountries which they overran were parcelled out 
iitlio numeroiis petty divisions constantly at va« 
ria&oe, and keeping so distinct, as scarcely to 
imderstand each others barbarous dialect. I)au«r 
fbiny and Piedmont, during this period, passed 
mooessiyely into the hands of the Dukes of 
Burgundy and Aquitaine, and the Frank Mayors 
of the Palace ; and northern Italy, especially, 
was distracted by the numerous Dukes who ex- 
ercised feudal power. 

We cannot expect to find historians under suck 
a state of society, when language was imper- 
fi^t, and mataials were insufficient for the pur- 
pose of recording events. The varying dialects 
iirere never used as a written language, and the 
few who could record their thoughts or trs^ismit 

• Century vi. ch, 3, 
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their wishes^ employed a corrupted form of La* 
tin, in which the scanty chronicles of those 
times that have come down to us, are registered. 

After the conquests of the Arabians, the E- 
gjrptian papyrus was no longer imported into 
Europe; and parchment was very expensive. 
We have full evidence of this fact, from the 
tmworthy use to which the noble productions of 
Greece and Rome were turned, when a treatise 
of Cicero would be obliterated to make room 
for a legendary tale, or to serve as a terrier for 
some obscure monastery.* 

The night, however, which shrouds this 
period, is no evidence that the true light of 
Christianity was extinguished amid our Alpine 
vallevs ; and we may return again to the sindl^ 
of the mountain stream, and remind you that 
though we may lose sight of its course as it 
occasionally plunges into the dark forest, or tlie 

• 

* " Thus, from one end of Europe to the other, the encoaa* 
ter of two mighty nations, and the mixture of two mother 
tongues, confounded all the dialects, and gave rise to new ones 
in their place. A long period of time now elapsed, during' 
which it might almost be supposed, that the nations of Eun^ 
were without a language. From the fifth to the tenth oentuiy 
various races, always new, were mingled, without being con- 
founded : each village, each hamlet, contained some Teutonic 
conqueror, with his barbarian soldiers, and a number of Tar- 
sals, the remains of the vanquished people. The terms upon 
which they lived, were those of contempt on the one side and 
hatred on the othet." SismondVs Literature of the South iff 
Europe 
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inaecessible fastnesses, of the mountain^ yet if 
we have traced its progress before it disappears, 
and see it again emerging into the daylight, we 
do not suppose the original stream is lost, nor 
conclude that the torrent we now behold 
proceeds from some other source. We will 
rather take up the language which old John 
Speed, in his Atlas, applies to the Gnadiana of 
Spain, and say, ''the river sinks here and lurks- 
a space. " 

One of the notices alluded to, as connected 
with the religious opinions of the Waldenses, is 
the conduct and character of Serenus, Bishop of 
Marseilles, during the pontificate of that Gre- 
gory, suxnamed the Great, who evangelized our 
Saxon ancestors, and was raised to the triple 
crown, A. D. 590. The diocese of Serenus em- 
braced a portion of the sphere of Yigilantius' 
labours; and was connected as it were with the 
Cottian Alps by thq river Durance. We find that 
he upheld the doctrines of that reformer, and 
commanded the images which had been set up 
in his diocese to be destroyed. 

A century after the time of Serenus, the 
whole of France and perhaps of Christendom 
was placed in great jeopardy by the success and 
progress of the Arabians, who, carrying desola- 
tion with them, threatened to exterminate Chris- 
tianity with the sword in one hand, and the 
Eohran in the other ; and but for the dedsive 
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victory of Charles Martel, at Tours, in 7SS, 
the whole aspect of Europe might have been 
changed. 

It is at this juncture that Mr. EDiott has dis- 
covered a statement, which he finds difficult to 
reconcile with the assumption, that a commu- 
nity existed at that time in the Cottian Alps, 
differing in religious opinions from the See of 
Rome. The notice occurs in Wamefrid's His- 
tory of the Lombards ; and as the original pass- 
age exhibits the difficulty in even a stronger 
Hght than Mr. Elliott has represented it, I shall 
translate it at length : — " At this time, (about 
710), Aripert, Duke of the Longobards, restored 
the gift of the patrimony of the Cottian Alps, 
which formerly had pertained to the author- 
ity of the Apostolic See; but had long ago 
been taken away by the Longobards: and he 
sent a chartet of this gift to Rome, engraven 
in letters of gold." * Again, — ^^ At that time, 
Luitbrand, the King, confirmed the gift of the 
patrimony of the Cotlian Alps to the Roman 

* "Hoc tempore Aripertus, Dux LoDgobardorum, donatioaem 
patrimonii Alpium Cottiarum, que quondam ad jus pertinue^ 
rant Apostolicae sedis, sed a Ix)ngobardis multo tempore fiie- 
rant ablatae, restituit: et banc donationem aureis exaratam 
Uteris Roman direxif Ck. 28. (Dtrexit must be used for 
misit.) After quoting an ungrammatical passage from BUkop 
Luitbrand, Gibbon humourously remarks ** For the sins of 
Cato or Tully, Minos might have imposed, as a fit penance^ 
thfs daily perusal of this barbarous passage.'' 
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Church : " f Mr. Elliott says, " This was after 
Charles Martel's accession, and before the great 
battle of Tours : consequently about a.d. 730."$ 

The question naturally arises how the Popes 
could have allowed subjects of their own, to pro- 
fess a different creed ? Had they excited Italy to 
throw off its allegiance to the Greek Emperors, 
on the iconoclastic question, to allow the images 
to be thrown down in tHeir own territory ? 

Before we are called upon to answer these 
queries, sufficient evidence must be afforded that 
this gift of the Cottian Alps, was a bon& fide 
transfer. Mr. Elliott, in a note of his second 
Edition, tells us that Sir Isaac Newton, in his 
book on Daniell, p. 80 (Edition 1831,) asserts 
this donation of the Alpes Cottise to the Pope, 
to be a fictioTiy because they were a part of the 
Exarchate, and in the days of Aripert, belonged 
to the Greek Emperor. We may add in the 
time of the first of these Lombard Kings, the 
Popes had not, as yet, assumed any temporal 
power — the Exarch was still residing at Rome, 
and governing the city in the name of the Em- 
peror. It was not till after this period, that the 
city of the seven hills once more regained her 
freedom ; and the ancient republic which Cicero, 
in his last and brightest days had hoped by his 

f *'Eo tempore Luitprandus Rex donationem patrimonii 
Alpium Cottiarum Romans Ecclesiae confirmavit." C&. 43. 

X Hors Apoc. ; vol. ii. cfar. vii. sec. 2, 2nd Edit. 
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eloquence and patriotism to revive^ was lesloved 
in the eighth century^ for a brief space^ though 
unsought and unwelcomed by the degenerate 
Komans. It required the piety^ or the thirst for 
glory^ of the Frank and Carlovingian monarch^, 
to rescue this shadow of the once dreaded repub- 
lic from the insults of the Lombard invaders ; 
and upon its ruins to establish &e Popes for the 
first time in a temporal fioverei^ty. Gibbon, 
speaking of the grant of Charlenu^e, aigw^ 
'^ The splendid donation was granted in supreme 
and absolute dominion ; and the world beheld, for 
the first timey a Christian Bishopinvested with the 
prerogatives of a temporal prince."* Banke 
also says^ that Charlemagne ^^laid the founda* 
tton of the whole temporal dominion of ihe 
Popes." With such authorities before me, I 
cannot suppose that the Popes exercised any 
sovereign power in the Cottian Alps ; but that 
the .Lombard grants referred to catain lands 
and farms, which had been made over to the 
Bishops of Kome^ in the same manner as the 
endowments to other prelates, and to conventoal 
houses ; and which would still leave the occu- 
pants of the soil in personal liberty, under tibie 
protection of the Lombard law. Gibbon in- 
forms us, that after Charlemagne had conquered 
the Lombards, a. d. 774, they still lived *'in 
the nossession of their national laws«"t If it 

• Chap. 49. t Ibid. 



CONQUB8T8 OT THZ AfiABIANS. 49 

ke supposed that the golden charto* of 
Aripert oonTeyed more extensiye i^hts^ than 
had pceTiously been eiqojed by the Popes^ we 
poaaess additional reasons for believing that no 
adrantage would be taken of them^ to the pre- 
judiee of the rd^pums opinions of the 8«bal- 
pmes. 

Tbe danger of invasion in which Itely^ as 
well as France^ was placed at Ais time, would 
have rendered it highly impoUtic in the inlers tq 
nose any quarrel with the native guardians of 
80 important a pass into Italy. Disunicm had 
caused the Pyrenean Peninsula to £Edl an easy 
prey to a foreign invader. The rapid march of 
the Arabians, whose power had been extraided 
with an irresistible progress from the Pyramids 
to the Pillars of Hercules, had in the summer of 
710, (the vjery year of Aripert's grant) extended 
to Spain; and at the battle of Xeres, twelve^ 
months later, the Gothic kingdom was over- 
thrown, and the sway of the Caliphs extended 
from Damascus to Toledo, — ^the royal city of the 
Goths. Sicily had been conquered in the pre- 
vious century ; but these successes were only to 
be preludes of fiiture grandeur. The victorious 
Musa was preparing a mighty armament by sea 
and land, to extinguish the feeble rule of the 
Franks, terminate Uie Lombard kingdom, and 
marching to Rome, fulfil his threat, ^'that he 
would force his way through the gates of the 
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Pjnrenees^ across the Alps into Italy^ and cause 
the name of Mahommed to be proclaimed, in 
the Vatican." The recall of Musa prevented this 
attempt^ but the invaders among their other 
conquests^ took Aix in Provence^ and their pro. 
gress was so dreaded that not only the clergy in 
the adjoining province of Dauphiny^ but those 
also ^^of the Cottian Alps, fled from before the 
Saracen invaders^ and never returned to their 
parishes. " * 

We pass on to an epoch, in which the poHttcal 
state of western Europe underwent a remark^ 
able change, through the establishment <^ the 
Imperial kingdom by Charlemagne. 

The general tranquillity, which succeeded his 
conquests, enabled the Church to represent it- 
self at the Council of Frankfort, a. d. 7d4, and 
to pronounce a calm judgment on the religious 
controversies which then agitated Christendom. 
Three hundred Bishops assisted at this Council, 
and notwithstanding the utmost opposition of 
the Papal power, represented by the legates of 
Pope Adrian, it rejected and anathematized the 
dogma of image worship. It further admitted 
the reformer Alcuin, a native of our Island, 
and the preceptor and friend of Charlemagne, 
into the Council, and approved of his doctrinal 
views.f " In these was set forth," says Bishop 

* Gilly's Valdenses ; p. 23. 
t Canon 56^ " Commonuit Rex ut Alcuinum ipsa sancta 
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Newton, *^ doctrine respecting the sufficiency of 
the Scriptures, the worship of God alone, pray- 
ers in the vulgar tongue, the Eucharist, justifi- 
cation and repentance, pretended visions and 
miracles, and other like points, such as a Papist 
would abhor and a Protestant would subscribe.'' 
This Council advances our argument, in as 
much as Bishops from Dauphiny and Piedmont 
were present, and we may presume concurred in 
the above decision; and advocated those reli- 
gious views which Augustine had so strenuously 
upheld, and Vigilantius so boldly preached in 
Dauj^ny and the Cottian Alps, four centuries 
earlier : this is the more probable, as the Coun- 
cil did not profess to pronounce new reUgious 
dogmas, but set forth doctrines which had been 
held by many long before. Dr. Gilly, in his 
'^ researches" states, upon the authority of Vol- 
taire, that Alcxdn, in an epistle written about 
790, complained that the doctrine of auricular 
confession was not then received in the Churches 
of Languedoc and the Alps. A letter of similar 
import is given in Vigilantius, addressed by Al- 
cuin to the Christians in the province of the 
Goths, (fratribus et patribus in provincia Gotho- 
mm), which Dr. Gilly calls Aquitain, but the 
geographical latitude allowed by the term, may 

synodus in suo consortio recipere dignaretar, eo quod esset vir 
in eoclesiastids doctrinis eruditus." MlMt; pU iii. eh. vii. 
ae. 2. Edit. 2. 
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lead us to sunnise that this is the letter alluded 
to by Voltaire. It is written with much mild** 
ness, and contains high praise both of the dergy 
and laity^ for their pure life and holy conversa- 
tion : but Alcuin admonishes them '^ on account 
of certain habits which, it was reported^ had 
grown into use in their country; and because 
it was said that none of the hdty would confess 
to the priests."* 

We are now arrived at a period, when more 
positive knowledge may be obtained respecting 
the people of whom we treat ; as it was during 
the early part of the ninth century that the 
eminent Claude, Bishop of Turin, arose as a 
witness for the truth, and a protester against 
the errors of the age. 

. As omr mountain stream, meeting with some 
barrier to its course, rises into the shining sur- 
face of a lake seen afar, and aj^un plunges into 
its rocky channel, and is lost to sight ;-h90 in 
the time of Claude, we have a bright spot in 
the history of the Yaudois, to relieve the dark- 
ness which may afterwards obscure it. We can 
now discern the full prospect of a Church, as in 
connection with the diocese of Turin, upholding, 

^ Nm quoque mutuo caritatis officio Tesirse tancdtati att- 
quantulas admonitionis literulas dirigere curaWmug. propter 
quasdam consuetudines, qua veitrit inoleviste fertur rigumibus. 
Dicitur vero ntminem 9 laieit auam velLe eoafeuMnem joctfrdiod- 
bus dar0,*' Alcuini Epistola zxTi. aliter 71, ad Gotboa«-J»< 
Quoted in Vigilantius ; p. 482. 
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evangelical trath^ and exposing the idolatrous 
usages of the times. It may have been subse* 
quently infected with the religious superstitions 
80 oniversal at that period^ though there is no 
proof to substantiate this ; yet^ granting^ that 
in common with the Italic diocese to which they 
beloi^ped^ the Yaldenses received some doctrines 
contrary to the simplicity of the gospel^ thecie 
wete not of a character to destroy their title to a 
true Church. It was not till after the middle of 
t^e eleventh century that this diocese owned the 
(m|Mremacy of the See of Bome^ and received 
tii0 corruptions which had long befoie extended 
over Papal Europe; and from this time we 
fisd, by the complaints of the Romish writers 
themselves^ that a voice of opposition arose 
item the Vaudois valleys against the dominant 
opinions. 

Claude Clemens wai^ a native of Spain^ and 
resided for some years as a chaplain at the court 
of Louis the Pious^ who^ after his elevation to 
die Empire, '^ commanded him/^ as Claude him- 
srif teUs us, '^ to undertake the burden of a 
Bishopric. ** His influence and doctrine ex- 
tended to both sides of the Cottian Alps, affect- 
iag the Churches of Dauphiny; and he is 
sometimes called the Bishop of Turin and Em* 
bum. That he enjoyed light &r superior to the 
age in which he lived, and may truly be called 
"the Protestant of the ninth century," we learn 
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from those works of his whicli are still extant^^ 
.and from the writings of his controversial oppo* 
nents^ Jonas^ Bishop of Orleans^ and Dungalus^ 
a monk of St. Denis at Paris. A treatise which 
Du Pin describes as "written with muchbrisk* 
nesS; frill of ingenuity and £(ubtlety," in which 
Claude defended his doctrines^ was submitted 
by Louis to some learned divines^ who collected 
the most questionable opinions^ which were sent 
by the Emperor to Jonas for confritation. Tbe 
reply was not completed till after the death of 
Claude. We gather from his writings^ tha^ 
he opposed, with great activity, the grawixig 
errors of the Church of Some, professing to 
base his opinions on the doctrines and disciplisie 
of the primitive Church: but he twice in the 
same letter denies that he was teaching any :new 
sect contrary to the Catholic &ith. The doc- 
trines which he set forth were, in &ct, those of 
Christ and His Apostles, while he opposed only 
the corruptions which had been introduced " af-* 
ter the tradition of men ; " and which, though 
they had not yet attained the height they a&mh 
wards arrived at, were sufficient to sully the 
purity of the Christian Church. We find him, 

* He wrote commentaries on several parts of Scripture,«-*iti 
the Old Testament on Genesis, Exodus, and Levitiout; iatiMB 
New on St. Matthew, and on all the EpisUes. Some of thj^e 
commentaries were written at the express command of Louis 
the Pious: that on Galatians, together with some of his let- 
ters, are published. 
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therefore^ upholding the word of Grod^ in oppo- 
sition to traditionary authority^ resisting the 
supr^nacy of the Pope, rejecting saints, images, 
relics, and the wood of the cross as objects of 
i^orship, saying, ^^ Christ did not command us 
to worship the cross, but to bear it; — to bear 
it by renouncing the world and ourselves. " 
Masses for the dead, and pilgrimages to holy 
places, he held to be superstitious practices, 
'irhile at the same time he declared Christ in 
all his glory and fullness to be the one head of 
^e Church, and justification through faith in 
hm merits, tibe only way of salvation. 

In his commentary on Leviticus, Claude sums 
wp his opinion respecting the worshipping of 
saints, with this passage of Augustine, which 
might have claimed more attention from many 
Roman Catholics : — ^^ Wherefore we owe no reli- 
^dus worship to those who are departed this 
life, because they have lived religiously: we 
must not look upon them as persons that require 
^ur adorations and homage. . . .we must, there- 
fere, honour them, because they deserve to be 
iitnitated ; but we must not worship them with 
an act of religion."* Where, in his commenta- 
ries, he touches on the Eucharist, it is in a man- 
ner which shows he did not hold the doctrine of 
transubstantiation ; and as his enemies did not 
accuse him of heterodoxy on this point, it ap- 

• AUix; p. 77* 
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pears that this abuse had not jet Ibuad place ili 
the BomUh creed. He sets forth the Sacraments 
in their true light as channels of grace, — thus ia 
the foUowii^ passage :^^^^ It is not without oodse 
that he (Christ) leads his disciples to the mount 
of Olives, after having fed them with the sacca*^ 
ments of his Bodj and his Bloody and afior his 
having recommended ihem to his Father by the 
hymn of a tender intercession ; to infixrm via, 
witibiout doubt, that it is by receiving oi tibe 
S%Grametits, and by the assistance of his pacyer, 
that we must come to the possession of h&tiAoA 
virtues ; and that it is by this means aloney thai 
we shdll receive in our hearts ihe unotKOBd of 
the Holy Spirit." * 

Although Claude was strongly oppoded by the 
adherents of Borne, yet he relAined his^ S^ ; 
Whioh proves that the Bishopric of Turin wios, 
^t thi^t time, independent of the Papal power* 
He presided over this diocese twenty yeart, and 
died A. i>4 840. 

After the death of Claude^ the writingfti &»t 
of Jonas, and then of DungalUs, prove thftt 
Us doctrines still found adherents; for they^ 
oiwplain that the Italian Churches reject the 
use of images alid the wdrship of saints^ ^to« 
Th^y coniiected the maintenance of these opin* 
ions with what they termed the ^se teaching 

« MS. Copy of Olaude^a oommenteity dn St. Mat&eUr^ 
quoted by AUix; p,74» 
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of Vigilaiitiiis^ complaining that he still found 
scholars upholding his doctrine in parts of the 
subalpine diocese of Claude ; and they both at* 
tribute his decrying the use of images to the 
example of Yigilantius. The letter of Dunga* 
lu0 (V^;ilantius^ p. 485,) possesses much inter- 
est» as it proves how completely the two parties 
in the diocese of Turin were divided in his time, 
on many of those subjects which now separate 
Protestants and Roman Catholics. The argu* 
ments for and against the use of images and 
pieturesy the cross, the adoration of saints, and 
Tealeration for their remains, ai^ much the same 
as would be advanced by either party at the 
present day. This letter leads us also to coii«- 
dnde, that both sides were nearly balanced; 
ami its mild tone> so different from the inveo- 
tives generally used by the Bomirii early writers 
against those whom they called heretics, proves 
that the party which was opposed to sup^sti* 
tion, possessed both character and influence. 

The next century brings us to what hfts been 
emphatically called the ^^seculum obscurum;" 
and it is dark indeed, not only from the want ot 
historians to record events, but oa account of the 
sad acenes of vice and profligacy which the cur* 
tain, so &r as it is withdrawn, reveals to our 
sight. 

Cardinal Baronius, surely no enemy to the 
ecclesiastical state in which he filled so high a 
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dignity, speaks thus :— *' At that time (the tenfli 
century) how deformed, how frightful was the 
&ce of the Church of Rome I The Holy See 
was fallen under the tyranny of two loose and 
disorderly women, who placed and displaced 
Bishops as their humour led them ; and (what 
I tremble to think or speak of) they placed thek 
gallants upon St. Peter's chair, who did not so 
much as deserve the very name of Popes. For 
who dare say that these infamous persons, who 
intruded without any form of justice, were law- 
ful Popes ? " * During this age of disorder, we 
possess but one direct indication of a protesting 
Yoice in Piedmont ; and we hear of it in ona of 
the letters of Atto, who was Bishop of YereeUiy 
between Turin and Milan, from 945 to 860. 
He mentions '^certain false teachers, known 
among the common people by the name of PrO" 
phetSy who taught them diabolical error, and 
induced them to forsake their priests and tlieir 
Holy Mother Church." f 

Taking into account the missionary character 
of the Yaldenses, of which we shall speak here^ 
after, it appears probable that these were s(nne 
of the subalpine clergy leaving their mountain 
valleys, with a view of checking the growing 
corruptions in the plain. 

Du Pin gives a short abstract of the contents 
of the eleven letters extant of this Bishop, 

^ Du Pia in loco. t EUiott; toI. ii. p. 226. 2iid Edit 
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which D'Achery had brought to Ught from the 
Vatican Ubrary. The gross licentiousness of 
the cl^gy^ which Atto reprimands in his ninth 
and tenth letters^ proves the great degeneracy 
of morals which then prevailed; and we may 
argue that the disciples of Claude could scarcely 
have existed in the neighbourhood^ without at* 
tempting some reformation. 

An abstract of the capitulary^ addressed by 
Atto to his clergy^ is to be found in Allix^ which 
though it shows that superstition was on the 
increase in his diocese, and the power of the 
Popes exalted, maintains that the Scriptures are 
to be regarded as the basis of reUgion, and the 
writings of the Fathers only to be read with 
this eaution, ^^Try all things, hold fast that 
whidi is good." He orders the Old and New 
Testament alone to be read in the Churches, 
restricting the use of the '^ passions of the mar* 
tyrs" to their own anniversaries : and, what is 
well worthy of remark, he condemns all oaths 
as unlawful to Christians, — an error which the 
Waldenses held in common with the Albigenses. 
It occupied a prominent place in their creed; 
and was pronounced to be an heretical doctrine 
by. the Church of Rome.* Allix sums up the 
opinions of this Bishop by observing, ^Hhat 
both truth and piety began to decrease in this 
diocese, and that error and superstition by Uttle 

* See-MaitUind^B Facts and Documents ; p. 110. 
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and little^ began to take their places^ in spite of 
the opposition of those whom God had raised 
up to stop their progress. However the essen- 
tials of religion still continued there^ notwitli- 
standing these growing corruptions/'* 

In the following century we have proofis of 
opposition to the Church of Kome^ in the ac* 
count given of the Council of Arras, in Flan- 
ders, where Bishop <jerrard presided a. d. 1025> 
at which certain men, who had lately come 
"from the confines of Italy," and who said 
their leader was named Gundulphus, were ar- 
raigned for heresy. Dr. GiUy has given a short 
abstract of the proceedings, and Mr. ElUatt 
cites them, and refers to Faber and Mosheim for 
the more detailed account, from which he makes 
his abstract. The history given by the latter,t 
of the opinions held by this sect, contains ex- 
travagancies, which we should be very loath to 
attribute to the Waldenses, at any period of 
their hisitory, (and which their own authentic 
confessions of faith positively deny), though qua- 
lified with the following observation of the 
learned author : — ** When we consider the cor- 
rupt state of religion in this century, and par- 
ticularly the superstitious notions that were 
generally adopted in relation to outward cere- 
monies, the eficacy of penance, and the sane* 

♦ AlUx ; p. 101. 
t Vol. ii. p. 683, London Edit 1B03. 
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tity ol churches^ relics^ and images^ — it will not 
appear surprising that many persons of good 
sense and solid piety ran from one extreme to 
another." 

The account of their doctrine, given by Mil- 
nj&t* taken from Du Pin's history of the Coun* 
cil, thou^ rather more favourable, requires him 
to qualify it, by observing, that '^we hear the 
cause only reported on one side, and that side 
prejudiced to an extreme." The original au* 
thority upon the whole matter, is D'Achery's 
Specilegium, to which Mr. Elliott says he could 
not gain access. A full abstract, however, of 
B'Achery is to be found in Allix's ^^ Churches of 
Piedmont ;" from a perusal of which it will ap*' 
pear, that of the seventeen different articles of. 
faith objected against by the Bishop, nearly all 
were doctrines opposed to the particular corrup- 
tion of the Church of Rome, under each head: 
such as the nature of the Sacraments of Christ's 
Body and Blood, and of Baptism, the eflEicacy of 
penances, the doctrine of purgatory, the use of 
masses for the dead, the adoration of images 
and the cross, of saint worship, of the altars, 
incense, and bell tinkling, for the purpose of 
driving away tempest, and the devil's power. 

No name is given to this sect, but the little 
which is recorded of their history, ^' that they 
came from the confines of Italy," would lead 

♦ Vol. iii. p. 237. 
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US to imagine that they were the successors of 
Claude's disciples^ who^ amidst the mountainous 
region of the High Alps^ in Dauphiny or Pied- 
montj retained and promulgated his evangelical 
doctrines. This supposition is strengthened by 
the fact which is mentioned by M. Muston^ that 
about the same time^ A. d. 1030^ a sect was dis- 
covered at Turin, which ** received the Holy 
Scriptures alone as the rule of faith, rejected 
the formal observances and rites of the Romish 
Church, and followed a strict rule of life.'** 

We should not omit the letter of Peter Dami- 
anus, addressed about a.d. 1050, to the Countess 
of Savoy, who was also Duchess of the Cottian 
Alps, complaining that her clergy would not 
observe the rule of celibacy, ordered by the 
Church, — ^for although this resistance was not 
iK>nfined to Savoy, or Piedmont, yet it proves 
that the clergy there, were am(mgst those who 
maintained a stand against the encroachments 
on Christian liberty made by Rome. 

In the year 1127, the Abbot of Clugny, wrote 
to the clergy of the diocese of Embrun, which 
then embraced the Cottian Alps, that the doc- 
trines which were ^^indiffenous to the cold Alps^ 
were extending throughout the south of France. 
These doctrines are stated to oppose the worship 
of images, and the cross, transubstantiation, 
and prayers for the dead.t 

• Elliott; vol. ii. p. 288, Edit 2. t Gilly»s Valdenses; p. 6. 
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A few years later^ we hear of another letter 
written to Pope Lucius 11^ A. n. 1144^ in which 
the writer speaks of a community in Dauphiny, 
which had its divers degrees^ its neophytes^ its 
priests^ and even its Bishops^ and maintained 
that sins are not remitted by the sprinkling of 
water wdy in Baptism^ and that the Eucharist 
and the imposition of hands administered by the 
Romish clergy^ availed nothing. ** Every part 
of France/' it concludes^ ^4s polluted by the 
poison^ issuing from this r^on. " * 

What we have already adduced in favour of 
the antiquity of the Vaudois^ is strengthened by 
the confessions occasionally to be met with in 
the writings of their opponents^ and their own 
unvarying assertion that they were no new sect. 
Thus Conrad^ Abbot of Urpsberg, in the diocese 
of Augsberg, states that in the year 1212, he 
saw at Rome some of the ^^ Poor men of Lyom,^ 
and says respecting them, that they belonged to 
a sect which had ^^ arisen a considerable time 
before in /to/y, " which quite excludes their 
origin at Lyons some thirty or forty years before. 
The next authority to our purpose is that of 
the Inquisitor Beinerius Sacco, otherwise called 
Bdner, who wrote much on the subject of 
'^ heretics ; " and, amidst all the calumnies 
which he has heaped upon them, appears at 

• Gilly's life of Neff ; p. 95 : vho refers to Veterum Scripto- 
Tum CoUectio. Paris, 1724. . 
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times to have been overruled by Providence^ 
like Balaam of old, ^' to bless and not to curse*'' 
By his own statement^ he had for seventeim 
years belonged to the Cathari^ and had been a 
leader of the sect^ after which he renounced 
them^ and was appointed an Inquisitor by the 
See of Borne. He made his report in n book 
entitled ^^ a little work on heretics/'* but which 
his editor^ Gretser^ has named ^^ The book oS 
Beiner^ of the order of the preachers^ against 
the Waldensian heretics^" f intimating that the 
work especially alluded to them. A more un- 
fevourable witness ^fainst the accused^ canncyt 
be imagined; as to prove his zeal in the new 
cause he would probal^y paint his former associ- 
ates in the blackest polours. The fourth chapter 
in his book commences thus i-^" In the fourth 
place observe that there have been more than 
seventy sects of heretics^ which^ by the grace of 
God; are all destroyed^ except the sects of the 
ManicheanS; Arians, Buncaiii^ and Leonists^j: 
which have infested Germany. Among all these 

• •* Opuscutum de Hereticis." 

t ''Reinerii ordinis prsdicatonim Liber contra Waldenses 
Hsreticos." 

t He certainly did not mean to mention the Waldenses by 
either of the first three names ; and unless the " Leonists" ap- 
plies to them, they most have been unknown to this Inquisitor, 
or passed over in silence by him, which we cannot imagine. 
Claude Seyssel states, that they derived their origin from Leon, 
in the time of Constantine the Great. 
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seets wiiich still are or have been^ none is more 
pernicious to the Chuiieh than that of the Leon- 
istB, (Waldenses)^ and this for three reasons : — 
tiie 'first is, because it is older; for some say, 
that it has existed from the time of Sylvester, 
A. B. 317, some from the time of the Apostles." * 
Phifiodorf, who wrote a century later, reports 
rf tiie Waldenses, ''The sons of iniquity say 
folsely before simfde men, that their sect has 
endvred from the time of Pope Sylvester, when 
the Church began to have possessions." f Two 
historical documents about the same period, one 
dated 1S64, and the other 1375, published in 
the '^ Monumenta Patnae," show that the heresy 
of the " Valdesi" had '' built a nest for itself" 
(aiimdatisi)in the valleys of the diocese of £m- 
brun and of Turin, more than two hundred 
years b^Enre ; thus carrying the antiquity of the 
alleged heresy to a point of time prior to that 

♦ Maitland's Facts, &c. ; p. 405, 406, 

Much has been written respecting this testimony of Reiner, 

because he says in the next chapter, (the Sth") that "the sect of 

poor men of Lyons, who are also called Leonists," sprang from 

one of the principal citizens of Ljrons ; and he gives the story 

of the sudden death of one of their number in the midst of au 

assembly of notables, and the impression which the event made 

on an individual of the company, who immediately distributed 

a large property to the poor, — evidently alluding to the current 

story of Peter Waldo. Still, the above assertion of the diutur- 

nity of the Waldenses remains, inconsistent indeed, but not 

contradicted. ' 

t Elliott ; vol. ii. p. 313, Edit. 2. 

E 
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of Valdo.* The testimomes of BeineritiB and 
Philicdorf are confirmed by Claude Seyssel^ 
Archbishop of Turin, who visited the Yalden* 
ses, in his episcopal character, in the year 
1517. He says, '^ Some of the heretics pretend 
that the sect has lasted from the times of Gon^ 
stantine the Great; and that under one Leo, 
execrating the avarice of the then Pope Sylves^ 
ter, they made the choice to live by themselves 
in simplicity and seclusion: also that they 
vfho thought rightly of reUgion adhering to 
him, there had been transmitted from them tiie 
rule of apostolic life to the present time." He 
makes the following report respecting their reli- 
gious opinions : — ** 1, — They receive noiifaiiig 
for doctrine but that which can be proved by 
Holy Scripture. 2, — ^They reject all belief 
in the efficacy of indulgences. 3, — They do 
not believe in the doctrine of purgatory. 4, — 
They reject auricular confession. 6, — ^They 
reject the adoration of Saints. 6, — They re- 
ject the use of images. 7, — ^They dispute the 
supremacy of the Pope, 8, — ^They reject the 
doctrine of transubstantiation." f 

Marco Aurelio Rorenco, Grand Prior of St. 
Boc, in Turin, and one of the Lords of the val- 
ley of Lucerne, was appointed, by authority, to 
enquire into the history and antiquity of the 
Waldenses ; and must, necessarily, have had 

• Gilly's Valdenses ; p. 5. t Ibid ; p. 8. 
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access to all the infonnation on {ke subject^ 
which might be found among themselves >or 
in the ducal. archives. In his narrative of the 
introduction of heresy into the valleys of Piedr 
mont^ printed at Turin^ a. d. 1682, he acknow- 
ledges, '^ The ancient heresy continued to exist 
there in the ninth and tenth centuries." ^' Nel 
nono e decimo secolo continuarono Hieresie 
antecedenti." He also confesses that Claude, 
Bishop of Turin, maintained the very same 
doctrine in the ninth century. '^ That no cer- 
tainty can be obtained of their origin, and that 
in the ninth and tenth centuries they were not 
a new sect." ^* Che della loro origine non si puo 
trovar certezza, e che nel nono e decimo secolo 
non era nuovo setta." And again : — ^^ No edict 
can be found of any prince who gave permission 
for the introduction of this religion into these 
parts. The princes only grant permission to 
their subjects to continue in the same religion 
which they had received from their ancestors." 
According to his account, the Yaudois them- 
selves said, ^^ that it was not within some fifty 
years merely they had obtained the knowledge 
of the pure truth ; but that it was impossible for 
any one to be ignorant, that fer more than five 
or six centuries they had taught the same." 

In the ** sacred chronology" of Genebrard, 
Archbishop of Aix, written in the sixteenth 
century, it is stated that Claude's ^'n^w sect" 
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remained duiii^ the tenth and eleventh centu- 
ries. We therefore possess the authority of two 
Romish writers that Claude's opinions did not 
die with him^ hut continued to exist during the 
ninths tenth, and eleventh centuries; — testi- 
mony^ which the little direct evidence we possess 
during that period, renders douhly valuable ; 
and which connects Claude's tenets with the 
date of the earliest Waldensian manuscript, the 
" Nohla Leyczon." 

The report delivered to the Council de Proper 
ganda Fide, by the monk Belvidere, who had 
been sent into the valleys by the Pope on a mis- 
sion similar to that of Borenco, testifies that 
"the valleys of Angrogna always, and at all 
times, have contained heretics." 

This claim to antiquity of origin, was main- 
tained by the colony of the Vaudois settled in 
Provence, in a letter to Ecolampadius, written 
A. D. 1530, and sent by George Morel and Pierre 
Masson, two of their Barbes. They speak of 
themselves as *^a little and poor people, who had 
continued among cruel thorns for more than 
four hundred years." When the Valdenses 
presented a confession of faith to Francis the 
first of France, they declared "it was altogether 
the same which had been handed down to them 
by their ancestors, according to the instruction 
they had received in all times, and in all ages, 
from their predecessors." Testimony is given 
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to the same effect in one of the ancient Yaudois 
manuscripts, obtained by Morland in the year 
1658, and which had probably been in existence 
long before. The question is supposed — ^^ How 
long has this religion been preached in the yal*' 
leys?" and the answer given is, ^' About five 
hundred years, as may be gathered from mauy 
histories ; but according to the belief of the in- 
habitants of the valleys, from time immemorial^ 
and through father to son, from the times of thq 
Apostles." 

Leger brings forward, as a strong argument 
in favour of their ancient origin, that although 
they always asserted it in their communicationB 
widi the government of Savoy, it was never 
contradicted. In a copy of remonstrances, pre- 
pared by himself, he says these words were in- 
troduced : — ^^ Before the Dukes of Savoy were 
princes of Piedmont," (». ^., probably before the 
middle of the twelfth century), alluding to the 
prior occupation of the valleys by the Vaudois ; 
and that neither the president Truchet nor the 
marqids Pianezza, who attempted to contradict 
the rest of the address, ^^ daied to touch on this 
point of the antiquity."* 

Although we have been hitherto chiefly in- 
debated to the enemies of the Waldenses for 
the traces of their existence^ we can, from the 
twelfbh century, refer to their own authentic 

• Leger ; pt. i. p. 164. 
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documents to prove they held doctrines distinct 
from the Church of Borne. Attempts have 
been made to throw discredit on these records : 
at one time their genuineness was disputed; 
buj; this objection is now abandoned; and the 
ancient date^ assigned by Morland and Ijeger ^ 
the most valuable of the ooUection, ^* La Ncddat 
Leyczon/' is confirmed with little diminutk>ii 
by the critical research of the best judges of the 
present day. 

Leger^ (who wrote his history in • the fs&mcb^ 
teentibi century^ asserted that no exertiotiB which, 
artifice could suggest, or violence e£feet; had 
beeii spared by the Bolnan Catholic party, la 
efface every record of His Church; and tfaatnU 
the evidence of its early history, whieh he was 
unable to collect in the valleys, was tikken feooi 
him during the massacre of 1655. The materia 
als from which he framed his narrative, wero eol^ 
lected in the neighbouring provinces of FvttEK^ 
This affecting remark may still be read in Ids 
own bible, which was in the possession i^ tbe 
late Dean of Winchester. ** This holy biUe m 
the only treasure whiqh, of all my goods, I waft 
able to rescue from the terrible massacre, a^ 
unparalleled destruction, which the ccmrt of 
Turin put in execulion in the valleys of Pied^ 
mont in 1655 ; and for this reason, (besides that 
there are in it many small remarks in my own 
hand writing), I recommend and command my 
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ehildren to preserve it as a most valuable relic^ 
and to transmit it from hand to hand to their 
posterity."* 

Keither has the abduction of the ancient doc- 
inuents of the Yandois been confined to the 
enassaries of Rome on the Continent^ but ap- 
pears to have extended to this country. 

Sir Samuel Morland^ the English historian of 
the Waldensian Churchy deposited in the Cam^ 
bridge University^ in the year 1658^ tvrenty-one 
maimsciipts, all that remained of their records. 
These moat iufceresting relics were lettered ; and 
i^blm search wub made for them in 1823, by Dr. 
GKUy^ the seven first packets, the most ancient 
abd vduaUe of the collection, vrere missing, 
whilst the latter fourteen volumes remained, 
▲inbbishop Usher commissioned Morland to 
Qolleet these manuscripts, urging him to spare 
ao labour or cost, in searching for them in the 
▼aUeys, adding, as Morland reports his vrords, 
^^ that Aere was nothing in the world he was 
nore curious and impatient to know, as being a 
{KHBt of exceeding great weight for stopping 
the mouths of our Popish adversaries, and dis* 
covering the footsteps of our reUgion in those 
dark intervals of the eighth^ ninths and tendi 
oenturies." ^'This serious injunction," adds 
Morland, " of that reverend and worthy man, 
ti^ther with mine own real inclinations, caused 

• Oilly'i Besearch£s; p. 80. 
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me to leave no stone unturned, nor to lose aiiy 
opportunity, during my abode in those parts^ fof 
the real effecting this thing; and though tlie 
Pope's emissaries had ali^eady gathered the more 
choice clusters and first ripe fruits, yet I met> at 
least, with the grape gleanings of the vintage. 
I mean divers pieces of antiquity, some where^ 
had been a long time buried under dust and 
rubbidii, others had been scattered about (he 
valleys ; and, without a singidar .providenee* 
had never come to light." The most probaUe 
explanation to be offered in reference to the 
manuscripts which are missing, is to atlsibute 
Iheir abduction fr(»n the University Ubrcury.tO 
the Boman Catholics, during their short asce^* 
ancy in the reign of James II ; i^d we have 
grounds for this suspicion^ in the care shown 
by Tennison, afterwards Archbishop of Gant^* 
bury, to have attested c<qiies taken of certaiii 
valuable manuscripts, referring to the refoivi*r 
tion, which were kept at Corpus Christi College^ 
Cambridge. 

The loss of these seven interesting packets ie 
mitigated by the frdl catalogue of their contentSi 
which Morland has inserted in his lustoryj and 
from the circumstance that an ancient copy of 
the Noble Lesson, of which he preserved a trans* 
cript, is still extant at Geneva. The increasing 
interest which has been manifested during the 
last few years, on the sulgect of the Waldensian 
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Mstory^ has multiplied the copies of this very 
interesting poem. Dr. Gilly has given in his 
'' researches" a he simile of the first seven lines 
of the Geneva manuscript ; and Mr. Elliott has 
inserted the whole poem^ according to this copy^ 
bat renders it moie intelligible by giving the 
tvords at lengthy which are abbreviated in the 
original. The best judges have pronounced the 
Noble Lesson to be entirely genuine.* It is writ- 
ten in rythmical Te»e, after the manner of the 
Provencal romances of the Troubadours^ in the 
peculiar language of the valleys ; which Leger> 
who wrote nearly two centuries ago, says^ has 
always been the same ; and which Mr. Sims 
states in his ** Historical defence of the Vaudois,** 
(published 1826)^ still continues unchanged: 
though Dr. Gilly makes this reasonable excep^^ 
tion^ ^^with such variations only as time pro- 
duces." f M. Raynouard calls the dialect in 
which it is written a ^^ primitive Roman lan<* 
guage-an idiom, intermediate between thede. 
composition of the language of the Romans 
and the formation of a new grammatical sys- 
tem." j: It resembles^ in some degree^ both 
French and Italian^ but is considered still nearer 

* '' Any doubU as to the authenticity of the poem are totally 
onreasonable ;'' HalUtm, M. Baynouard^a testimony is to the 
rame effect. 

t GiUy's Valdensei; p. 9. 

t Cited by^ Mustoa i Tol. i. p. 361. 
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the ancient ProyenfaL Alliiough. ihe date of 
1100 fonns a component part of the pieoe^ 
'^ Ben ha mil e cent anez compli entierament^ 
Que fo scripta lora car aen al derifflr temp : " > 
i. e./^ Well have a thousand ^nd a hundred years 
been fully accomplished, since it was written 
that we are in the last times : " * yet the exact 
period at which it was composed, has ooea- 
sioned much difference of opinion. Morland^and 
Leger in the seventeenth century, and Messrs. 
Gilly, Faber, and Muston at the present day^ 
consider that the 1100 years date from the 
oommencement of the Christian era, whibli 
would directly settle the question whether the 
Valdenses existed prior to Peter Waldo* Mr« 
Elliott, however, says, '^ To myself it seem»*al« 
most imperative to calculate the 1100 years ac- 
cording to the more strict and literal meaning 
of the clause, from the time when those wardm 
were writteny 'We are in the last times,*— e,-ip., 
from the date of St. John's first epistle ; and so 
he would place it ^'somewhere between A.n. 1150 
and 1180," supposing the author of the poem 
was not possessed of any critical accuracy as to 
the date of St, John's epistle. Mr. Maitland's 
objections are chiefly directed ^fainst other of 
the Yaudois manuscripts, especially against the 
date affixed by Morland to the '' Confession of 
Faith ; " but he considers the exhortation which 

• " It u the last time: *' 1 John ii. IS. 
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the Noble Lesson contains^ '^ to read the Holjr 
Scripture," as overthrowing its early date.* 

Bnt no opinion can be deserving of more 
respect on such a subject, than that of M. Ray- 
luraard^ the editor of ^^ Choix des Poesies origi- 

* Mr. MaitlAnd says, " I wish that Allix had explained how 
it could have come into any man's head, to give such an ex- 
hortation," (tojead the Holy Scriptures) *<in the year 1100, 
and who hs $3Bp&eied to comply vAihit : " Fads oHd Doe. ; p, 134. 
I think we can answer Mr. Maitland's queiy in his own words. 
In his book on ** the dark ages/' p. 190, he asks, " Did people 
in the daik ages, know any thing of the Bible ? '^ and he pro- 
tifeeds to show that they were acquainted with it, by arguing 
ittider three beads : — ** First ; that during that period, the Scrip* 
turea were more accessible to those who could use them.— 
Secondly ; were in fact more used :— and thirdly ; by a greater 
Qumber of persons-^faian some modern writers would lead its 
to suppoee." In another place, speaking of William, abbot 
of Hirschau, in the elerenth century, (p. 329), he says, <* The 
holy Father knowing, moreover, what he had learned by expe- 
lience, that sacred reading is the necessary food ibr the mind, 
made twelve of his monks very excellent writers, to whom be 
committed the office of tranteriking th$ Holy Sertpturot and tbe 
treatises of tbe Fathers: besides this, there were an indefinite 
number of other scribes, who wrougbt with equal diligence in 
&e transcription of other bodes. '* And he proceeds to show in 
irfaat manner the Abbot distributed his manuscripts during tbe 
twenty-two years he governed the monastery. In another 
place, Mr. Maitland devotes eight or nine closely printed pages 
to portions of a sermon, preached by Bardo, Archbishop of 
Mentz, (consecrated a.d. 1031), to prove his thorough ac- 
quaintance with Scripture ; and at the conclusion, page 488, 
says, " I may confidently ask whether it" (the sermon) " does 
not imply a greater fiuniliarity with the Scripture, in both the 
preacher and the hearers, than most people would give them 
credit for?" 
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nales des Troubadours : " and he states^ tliat 
"the date of the year 1100, which is read in 
this poem, (the Noble Lesson), merits full ccHifi- 
dence/' * Leger says, " The poem is certainly 
an abridgement of the history and doctrine of 
the Old and New Testament ; and was composed 
for practical and controversial purposes, in rela^ 
tion both to faith and morality ; and those wise 
Barbes, our ancestors, desired to place this trea- 
sin:e of divinity in the hands of their people, in 
a metrical form, to render the perusal of it more 
agreeable ; and that the young might the more 
easily impress it upon their memory." The 
doctrines on all cardinal points are the same as 
are still confessed by the Yaudois. The few 
first lines are as follows :— 

" O frayre entende una nobla leypzon 
Sovent deven velhar e istar en oresoQ 
t C. no6 Tien aquest mcNit esser presdel chavoii 
Mot curioc devrian esser de bonas obras ihr 
C. nos yeen aquest mont de la fio aproplar. 
Ben ha mil e cent an compU entierament 
Que fo scripta lora, 0. son al derier temp 
Poc deorian cubitar ; C. sen al remanent.'' 

* La date de Tan 1100 qu'on lit daus ce poeme ( La Nobla 
Leypzon), merite toute confiance. £n fin le style meme de 
Pouvrage, la forme des vers, la concordence des deux manu* 
scrits, le i^enre des variantes qu'ils presentent, tout se i^unit 
en faveur de Tauthenticite de ces poesies. M. Sennebier jug^it 
que le MS. de Geneve est du xiie siecle." Raynoaard, Choix 
des Poesies de Troubadours ; qtu>t$d in GiUy*s Vald0nte8, p, 12« 

t C. abbreviation for car. 
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Translation. 

'' O brethren, give ear to a noble lesion 

We ought always to watch and pray. 

For we see the world nigh to a oonclosion 

We ought to strive to do good works, 

Seeing that the end of this world approacheth ; 

There are already a thousand and one hundred years 

accomplished 
Since it was written thus, ' For we are in the last time,' 
We ought to covet little, for we are at what remains, 
▼iz., at the latter end.** * 

Townrds the conclusion we have this passage : — 

** The Scriptures saith, and it is evident, 
That if any man lov« those who are good, he must needs love 

God and Jesus Christ. 
Such an one will neither curse, swear, nor lye. 
He will neither commit adultery nor kill ; he will neither de- 
fraud his neighbour 
Nor avenge himself of his enemies, 
Now such a one is termed a Vaudois, (Vaud^s), 
And th^ seek occasion by lies and by deceit, 
To deprive him of that which he has obtained by his labour.'' 

To some other of the Vaudois manuscripts, 
Perrin, Morland, and Leger have certainly af- 
fixed an unauthorized date ; and this inaccuracy 
was discovered by Allix, and has been more 
fiilly exposed by Mr. Maitland. Thus Leger 
gives the date of 1120 to ^' the treatise of Anti- 
christ," which Mr. Elliott believes, from inter- 
nal evidence, was not written till the last quarter 
of the fourteenth century. It was among the 
missing manuscripts at Cambridge ; but Leger 

* Morlan^ ; p. 99. 
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has happUy preserved a transcript, in which we 
find the doctrines of justification, saifectification^ 
and salvation through Christ, set forth. Leger 
gives the same date to " an ancient confession of 
faith," also among the missing manuscripts, but 
of which he preserved a transcript. Mr. Mait- 
land has shown good reasons for rejecting this 
early date. 

Among the other treatises mentioned by Mor- 
land which are now missing, are the following.: 

"A treatise of the Word of God, and the 
power and efficacy thereof: as also how it ought 
to be received ; at the end whereof there is a 
date affixed, either of the work, or, at least, of 
the copy of it, viz. a. d. 1230." 

A Latin treatise, ^' On the duties of man and 
wife," (De officiis conjugum, viri et uxoris). 

A Latin treatise, " Concerning the true re- 
mission of sin," (De verA pecati purgatione). 

A Latin treatise, ^^ Let us endeavour to please 
God alone," (Uni Deo.placere studiamus). 

The following are in the Vaudois language : — 

" An explanation of the Lord's Supper." Mor- 
land has given a transcript of a part of :this^ as 
far as the third petition inclusive, which occu- 
pies eight pages. It is an edifying treatise, full 
of piety. 

Another is entitled ^^ Doctor, or divers sen- 
tences and testimonies of the Fathers, touching 
repentance." 
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Another^ *^ Peuas, or a treatise concerning the 
punislunent of sin." 

A poem^ entitled ^^ Barca, concerning the mis- 
ery and shortness of man's life^ and his arriving 
at the haven of salvation." 

/' An explanation of the Ten Commandments 
and of the Apostles' Creed." 

^^ A treatise concerning the three theological 
and the four cardinal virtues." 

^ A treatise concerning the goods of fortune, 
nature^ and grace." 

^'An exhortation to confess our sins one to 
another and unto God." 

Several sermons are mentioned on various 
texts. 

^^ A Latin grammar of the ancient Barbes or 
ministers." 

.^^ A treatise concerning the love and fear of 
God^ and the manner of life which Christians 
ought to live." 

" Copies of three Gospels and several of the 
I^istles." 

It is much to be regretted that Morland did 
not publish a supplement tt> his history, con* 
taining copies of all these manuscripts, which 
he leaves off transcribing for fear, as he states, 
of bfeing tedious ; and refers the reader to the 
original manuscripts at Cambridge, Uttle ima- 
gining they would ever be lost in such a depo* 
sitory. This misfortune, however, may in part 
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be remedied by another set of VaiiddiS nuuiu- 
scripts^ belonging to Archbishop TJaher» whidi 
he purchased in France^ prior to 1634, and 
which, ere long, may be given to the public 
They are now at Trinity College, Dublin* 

In a note at the last page of the memorials 
of Yigilantius, Dr* Gilly says ^' there wte proofii 
that some of these manuscripts are copies of 
the treatises which Reiner and Stephen de Bor- 
bon had seen about the year 1250, Monta about 
1240, and Walter Mapis and Lucas Tudensis at 
an earlier date. In addition to these, the dili* 
gence of Dr. Gilly is bringing fresh manuscripts 
to light. About six years ago, he heard firom 
the librarian at Grenoble, of a manuscript, anfg^ 
of the New Testament in the public library c^ 
that city, written in the Yaudois language, aiid 
attributed to the thirteenth century. A copy of 
this version on parchment, of a later date, i^ ex- 
tant at Trinity College, Dublin. Anpther copy 
of a portion of the New Testament in the same 
language, has been found in the library at Zu- 
rich, differing firom the transUtion at Grenoble, 
and supposed by the librarian to have been writ- 
ten during the last half of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. 

As the Yaudois have been accused of many 
errors; some calling them Manicheans, others 
either Arians, or impugners of the two Sacra- 
ments; and as these calumnies, which were 
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first directed against them by their Popish ad- 
yersaries^ have since been repeated by other 
writers of more imprejudiced authority, we may 
here refer to the documents we have been con- 
sidering, for their refutation. The religious 
opinions of any community must be judged of 
from their own authorized treatises and confes- 
sions of faith ,- and thot^h we believe the most 
ancient of these have not come down to us, yet 
we can show that as early as the twelfth centu- 
ry, such charges are without foundation. The 
Nobla Ley9on is itself sufficient for this pur- 
pose ; and Dr. Allix, at the conclusion of his 
abstract of its contents, quaintly says, ^^ Now I 
defy the impudence of the devil himself to find 
therein the least shadow of Manicheism. This 
poem contains such exceHent and Christian les- 
sons, taken out of the Old and New Testaments, 
concerning fidth, prayer, charity, chastity, and 
all parts of morality, that it may well be called 
a plain extract of Scriptural doctrine, suited to 
persons of mean capacity." 

These documents offer also an indirect proof 
of the remote antiquity of the Waldensian creed, 
upon the supposition that they convey the opin- 
ions of an earlier period, and embody the senti* 
ments of confessions of Mth then extant. 

A question arises as to the authors of these 
treatises, who were certainly not the shepherds 
and herdsmen of the Vaudois mountains, but 

F 
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educated men; and without doubt, as Leger 
expressly states, the Pastors or Bathes. The 
word Barhe means uncle; and was probsblj^ 
used to express the affectionate relation in wkieh 
they stood to the people, in the same manner 
as the word father is elsewhere applied to the 
priesthood. These Barbes were continually cir- 
culating through the Christian world, to visit 
their various communities. When they had 
ministeied some yeairs among their own people^ 
they left them on a missianary tour either to 
establish tibdr doctrines on fresh ground^ 0£ 
preach among Waldensian commnnities ahready 
formed in Provenf e, Bohemia, Hungary, Dal- 
matia, Genoa,> Florence, and Calabria. Soifi^ 
of them were married, but die greater part re- 
mained single for thi6«^onvenience of such an 
arduous ministry. They took upcm themselveB. 
alBO, the dixecS. and LtructiL of ^ jom^ 
people, (especially those who were intended for 
the office of Barbe), in grammar, logic, moral 
philosophy, and divinity. The greater part of 
them also studied medicine and surgery, iix 
which we are told they excelled ; thus render- 
ing themselves skilftil physicians of the bodies 
as well as souls of their people. 

In a procuration, addressed by the Apostolical 
Commissary about the year 1490, to the Bishop 
of Evereux, and others, claiming their aid a- 
gainst the Waldenses, the Commissary thus 






descxibes the mmiBtry ot the TtBUmi^^'Aa 
CImst our Redeemer sent his dmciples by two 
and two, to preach : flo was the master of that 
cursed and beastly sect, wont to send thehr infe* 
tiofr Pastors, created and approved by himself, 
(iTfliom commonly we call Barbes), by two and 
two, to preach and teach the above said doc- 
trine.*^ 

Morland has given a list of the most &mous 
names amongst the Barbes, during the five hun- 
dred years {^receding his time; and this list 
Lieger has copied, with a few alterations and 
additions. It would prove tedious if I were to 
mention more than a few ; and it is questionable 
whether all named by Morland and Leger may 
be cited as* strictly Vaudois. 

Two famous Barbes in the valleys, in the year 
1S40, were named Belazinanza and Griovanni 
de Luglio. 

Another named Amould D'Othon (called by 
Milner, Arnold Hot), is cited by their late high- 
ly accomplished Moderator Peyrani, as repre- 
senting with others, the Vaudois Church at the 
conference of Montreal, in the year 1206. 

* Morland; p. 215. 
The document from which this passage is taken, was among 
Holland's collection ; and it appears by the context, that Peter 
Waldo is referred to as " the Master of that sect'' The author 
either fell into the common error of Soman Catholic writers of 
the period, or from design, ascribed the origin of the Valdenses 
to the reformer of Lyons. 
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Gioyaimi of JLuoeme^ who for some feiult was 
suspended by the other Barbes for seven years, 
and resided at Genoa, where, a& at Floremse, 
they had a house belonging to them. 

In the year 1530, the two Pastors, Piexie 
Masson and Greorge Morel were deputed, as we 
have stated, to confer with the German reform- 
ers ; and Luther, Melancthon, and others weie 
much pleased with the interview. 
. The first complete French Bible was trans- 
lated by a Yaudois Pastor, Robert Olivetan, and 
printed at the expense of the poor men of the 
valleys, a. d. 1537, for the benefit of the nsing 
Protestant Church in France. 

Stephano Negrano and Ludivico Paschale^ 
were sent into Calabria, a. d. 1560, to [minister 
to the yaudois colonies there. The first was 
apprehended and starved to death in prisQii, 
and Paschale was carried to Borne and bunjyt 
alive in the presence of Pope Pius lY, and his 
Cardinals ; and in the midst of the flames sum- 
moned them to appear "before the throne of 
the Lamb," to give an account of their barbar- 
ous cruelties, and of the heresies, superstition^ 
and idolatries, by which they had sullied the 
Church. Leger, who states diat he traced his 
descent by the female line firom the Barbe Pa- 
schale, gives a spirited etching of this awiul 
martyrdom'.* 

* Milner states that Negrano and Paschale were sent to 
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Rostaing^ of St. Martin^ lived to the extraor- 
dinary age of 115^ and continued to preach till 
he WHS 110 years old : another Pastor, Lanren- 
tio, of the same vaUey, preached for 75 years. 

In 1680, a frightful plague desolated the val- 
leys ; and out of the fifteen Pastors, two only 
survived, — ^Pierre Grilles, the author of an es- 
teemed history of the Yaudois, and Ghros, of 
ViUaxo. These may foe considered the last of 
tlie ancient Barbes ; as in consequence of their 
inability to supply the loss from among them- 
selves, the Vaudois sent to France and Gteneva 
tor Pastors ; who, unable to address the congre- 
gations in ItaUan, as heretofore, preached to 
ibem in French — a custom which has continued 
to'the present day. 

During the persecution of 1686, Mr. Leydet, 
Pastor of Pral, after hiding himself in the caves, 
was discovered and executed at Lucema. On 
being led out of prison for execution, he said, 
'^ It was a day of double deliverance,— that of 
'his body from captivity, and that of his soul 
fircmi imprisonment in the body ; for he cherish- 
•ed the expectation of partaking shortly in the 
full liberty of the joys of the blessed." 

In the catalogue of remturkable Pastors, we 

Cstebria by the Chaich of Geneya, though both MorUnd aad 
Leger place them among the Vaudois Barbe%. They at all 
events ministered among the Vaudois colonies in Calsibria, 
and thus deserve a place among their Pastors. 
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mnioi mkt omit die name of Henri Amftiidy the 
gialUuit leadea: of the little band> who, uq 1689^ 
reooyered their valleys ; and the reputed auitihor 
of '^ La Benteee glorieuse/' Of his exploit, I 
shajl have much to eay hereafter. 

This is also a fittinf pkoe to mentioxi IL 
Bodolphe Peyrasu, a late Moderator, whom Dr. 
QjHy has introduced to ua under sudb an inter* 
eating aspect ; asbd whoae last days of negled 
aoid poverty he diieered and reUered by hia ami* 
able sysftps^thy and timely aid. Some of the 
writings of this learned and hijgiily gifted Mo» 
derator haye been published; and we arie i»^ 
debted to the Bev. Mr. Sims in his '^ Deleaoe^f 
iSm Vaud<^is/' for M. Peyrani's letters to C«rdi* 
nal Pacca, when a state prisoner undw Napolma 
in the oastle of Fenestrelle ; also for his reply to 
the Pastoral letter of the Bishop of Figjnerol, a 
which he iMrings his logie and exttasive reseaixsik 
i»to antiquity, to overthrow the Buihop'a §aga* 
ments. M. Peyrani held an interaew with Na^ 
poloon, in which that great disoemer of huBum 
mind treated the Yaudois Pastor with maris^ 
aibtentioQ. 

It is alik0 honoimible to the character of P^y^ 
rani and to the fedlngs of his Boman Catholie 
ne^hbours, that numbers of the latter attended 
his funeral, as a mark of respect to one, whom 
they called' the Patriarch of the valleys, and 
they did this in the face of a prohibitcny order^ 
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I must not omit the name of M. Bonjoux, 
ihdbr present amiable Moderator^ ot whose hos* 
pttality I partodK when I Tinted the yaUeys. 
Happily he Utvmi in better times and circumr 
stances than those in which the learned Peyrani 
tenninsted his days. 

The knowledge iji Seriptnxe possessed not 
Anly hy Ihe Barbes^ but the Vamdois gnoerally^ 
wu weary lemarkable; and their readiness to 
fpcm '^a reason for the hope which was in ihem/' 
10AJ hB judged finom tins salutary caution, ar 
iBoagat the Inquisitor's rules £)r thdbr examinai* 
tiont-^^ Do Aot expect to conTinoe heretics by 
the fieriptucesj for they peryeii them with euch 
dBXtexity^ as Tery ohea to confound all iliose 
^dko make the attempt, whence they beecnne 
move hardened, seeing that learned men are un* 
able to anawer them/' It wae a part of thi9 
f/nsptanJiDn iot the ministry, to eomimt to heart 
a luge portion of the Scriptures ; and we find 
fix)m the testiaiony of Bomsn Catholic writers, 
ibat am<mg the less instructed class mnny wei:^ 
found who fi^Uowed the same practice. It is 
interesting to read the character which Beine? 
rins giTBB, as to their geneoral anxiety to recetYO 
and impart knowledge on religious toi^cs :«— 
'^ All," he says, '^ namely, men and women, small 
asid great, night and day, do not cease to learn. 
The workman who is enjiployed all day, teaches 
or learns in the night ; and therefore they ^ay 



%S ITALIAN VAUDOIS. 

but little^* by. reason of study. They teoeh. and 
learn without books ; and ikej also teach and 
learn in the houses of the lepers. Also by way 
of introduction^ they teach men to avoid the 
seyen mortal sins^ and these three thii^^ — viz. 
lying, slandeiii^, and swearing. These they 
prove by many authorities, and call th^u the 
ten commandments. Also by the time that a 
man has learned for a week, he looks out for a 
sdiolar, as one curtain draws another. To thocfe 
who would excuse themselves as not bexjig 
able to learn, they say, 'Learn only one word 
every day, and in a year's time you will know 
three hundred, and you will get on.' What I 
say is true. A certain heretic, for this purpofle 
only, that he might turn away a person from oiyr 
faith to his own, swam to him in the night, in 
the winter time, through the wat^ wldch is 
called t Here we may blame the n^li'>^ 

gence of the orthodox teachers, who are not so 
zealous for the truth of the Catholic faith^ ais 
these heretical Leonists are for the error of theif 
infidelity. The third cause of heresy is this-^ 
that they have translated the New and Old Tes* 
taments into the vulgar tongue, and thus they 



« 



They pray but little: " Elliott observes on this, **Hcm 
ill the ' param orant/ 'they piay but little/ applies to the Leon- 
ist Waldenses, appears sufficiently from the strong ezbcHrtatioii 
to ' watch and pray' always, inculcated in the Noble Lesson." 

t " It appears that something i& omitted in the text."— 
MaUland* 
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teach and learn. I have seen and heard a cer- 
tain lay countryman who repeated the book of 
Job word for word ; many who perfectly knew 
the whole New Testament/' * 

In the eigjbth chapter of his work^ he gives a 
very euiiotis account of the manner in which 
'^ the heretics/' as he calls them, '^ craftily de- 
vise how they may introduce themselves to the 
acquaintance of the noble and the great ; and 
they do it in the following manner: — They 
exhibit to gentlemen and ladies some kind of 
tempting wares^ such as rings and kerchie& for 
aale. Having sold them^ if he is asked, ' Have 
yon any thing more to sell?' he answers, ^I 
have more precious gems than these, — ^I will 
give them to you, if you will satisfy me that you 
will not betray me to the clergy.' Having re- 
eved security, he says, ' I have a brilliant gem 
from Grod, whereby man may have the know- 
ledge of God. I have another which shines so, 
that it kindles the love of God in the heart of 
him who possesses it;' and so of the others. He 
speaks of gems, metaphorically. After that he 
recites some devout chapter, as that of St. Luke, 
* The angel Gabriel was sent,' &c.— or, from our 
Lord's discourse, John xiii., 'Now before the 
Feast,' &c. When he has begun to interest his 
hearer, he adds. Matt, xxiii. ' In Moses' seat,' &c., 
5 Woe unto you, who have taken away the key 

* Maitland's Facts and Documents ; p. 401. 
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of knowledge, ye enter not in yoursdlTeB, and ye 
forbid others to enter;' and Asd of Matk sdL, 
*Woe unto you who derour widows' houses;' 
{md what follows. When asked by his heaner 
of whom these imprecations are to be under- 
stood ? he answeis, ^ The clei^ and titkB nsonki*' 
Afiter this the heretie draws a ccMnparisoa be- 
tween the ciienmstances of the Romish Chmok 
and those of his sect ; saying thus/ The Doctora 
of the Bomish Church are pvoud of their dsBSS 
and carriage, &c. * * * Also they are miove ur* 
gent in compelling Ihe obserrance of llie tradi-- 
tions of men, than the commandments of God*** 
as fasts, fostiTBls, going to Church, and numjr 
other things which are of human institation,<«* 
but we only persuade men to keep the doctrine 
of Christ and the Apostles/ Hairing stated 
these and other points, the heretic says, ^ dmr 
sider which state and which faith is the more 
perfect — ours, or that of the Church of Borne, 
and make choice of it ; ' and thus he is turned 
away from the Catholic faith, being seduced by 
their errors ; and thus as a believer of them, 
a receiver, a favourer, and defender, and hiding 
him for sev^al months, he learns respeedng 
the sect in his house." * 

This description reminds us of the colporteurs 
of ihe present day, who, traTelling fiom .rilkge 
to village, set furth the value of that book wfaiph 

• Maltiand's f acU, ftc ; p. 4S5. 
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is given as ^^ a lamp unto our feet ^ and a light 
unto our path ; " and when they have interested 
their hearers on the subject, offer to sell them 
copies of the Scriptures, as the ^^ Pearl of great 
price." The missionary spirit which these poor 
Valdenses exhibited at so much personal hazard 
to themselves, must be considered among their 
titles to a true Church. Their mountain torrent 
when emerged beyond their valleys, was divided 
into many rivulets, which, flowing in different 
directions, carried the waters of life through the 
dry wilderness of Bome-bound lands, and con- 
verted many a spot, waste through want of cul- 
ture, or profitless through labour misapplied, 
into a green pasture or fruitful vineyard—" the 
planting of the Lord." 



EKP OF FIRST LECTTJRE, 



SECOND LECTURE. 



In my last paper I endeavoured to adduce rea- 
sons for believing that Christianity had been 
received among the valleys of the Cottian Alps^ 
the present Yaudois country, almost as early as 
the days of the Apostles : and afterwards I at- 
tempted to trace its continuance to the end of 
the twelfth century. I then gave a slight sketch 
of their ancient documents, which date from this 
period ; and concluded by some mention of their 
Barbes or Pastors, who were the authors of these 
religious treatises. 

. We axe now arrived at a new epoch in the 
Yaudois history, when the partizans of Rome, 
no longer satisfied with complaining that heresy 
had tuSt far itself a nest in the cold Alps, re- 
solved to scale the precipice, and mount the crag, 
seize the golden eagle in his eyrie ; and by chain- 
ing him to earth, prevent his again soaring aloft, 
and contemplating with a nearer gaze the bright 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness. 

This determination may be dated from the 
year 1208, when all those who were declared to 
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be "heretics" by the Church of Rome^ were 
excommunicated and anathematized^ and deli- 
vered over to fire and sword. The sentence was 
at first executed on the more daring and power- 
ful assertors of liberty of conscience : but the 
intolerant spirit of the Romish Church was now 
fully roused ; and armed with temporal power, 
she had resolved to subdue or exterminate all 
those who ventured to differ from her infallible 
dogmas. 

From that period to the present day, the Val^ 
denses have, by open violence ot petty oppres- 
sion, suffered more or less for the Gospel's sake, 
and may be regarded as a distinct Church, stand- 
ing forth in opposition to the superstitions and 
claims of Rome. At least one of their religious 
treatises was now on record, which, according to 
the best judges, had been written for about a 
century.* It seems also probable that as they 
were rejected by the Church of Rome, and dis- 
tinctly proclaimed to be heretics and schismatics, 
the offices of religion were performed among 
them by ecclesiastics from France and Italy, 
who sympathized in their religious views ; and 
thus their own Barbes, who were afterw'ards re- 

* It is evident ttiat the Vaudois were subject to some per8e<> 
cution when this poem was written^ as it states, " he who does 
not wish to curse, or swear, or lie, nor to commit adultery, nor 
kill, nor defraud his neig^hbour, nor take revenge on his ene- 
mies, they say that he is a VaiuLois, and worthy of punishment : 
line 369 to 372. 
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gularly appointed by them, might derive their 
origin. 

For a considerable time, the Yaldenses had 
b6en either overlooked or neglected by the hier* 
arcfay. We read of a period when the Church 
estaUishment was ahnost broken up in the dio* 
cese of Turin ; * and if priesta cotdd not be 
found to minister to the faithfiil in the plain, it 
ia not probable they would trouble themselves 
respecting the recusants in the mountains. 

The transfer of endowments from the paro- 
ohial d^gy, and seignories^from the feudal lordsj 
to monastic establishments, often situated at a 
distance, also affected the valleys in two ways : 
it removed the regular ministrations of the cler* 
gy, and consequently freed them from their mo- 
lestation ;t but at the same time, by placing 
them under the power of the monasteries, de-* 
prived them of the protection afforded them by 
their seigneurs. Thus was the way opened for 
persecution; but the excommunications fulmi-* 
nated against the Yaldenses, and the cruel re- 
sults which followed, may be chiefly traced to 
the powerful position which Rome had, from a 

* Naufragatis eclesiis : Gilly's Valderues ; p. 23. 
f A Dominican friar, named Fenerius, after preaching to 
them in the year 1405, reported to his superior that they had 
not heard the voice of a minister of the Church for thirty years ; 
and Claude Seyssel declared a century later that he was the 
only prelate who had dar^d to approach them during the me- 
mory of man. 
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variety of causes^ now assmn^ ancuHig the states 
of ChristendoiiL The ignoranee and saperati- 
tion, which hung like a dark cloud over Europe 
during the middle ages, enabled the Popes to 
advance their ambitioufi schemes, by exalting 
the general influence and power of the priest* 
hood. During the convulsed state of society 
which then prevailed, letters were almost con* 
fined to the precincts of sanctity : * for whilst 
the turbulent baron, or marauding ehieftain, 
despised laws, which the feeble hand of the 
sovereign was unable to enfoioe, they generally 
respected the monastery and the convent, — hal- 
lowed by some sacred shrine, or revered for tbt 
supposed holiness of its inmates ; wlio thus rai* 
joyed tranquillity for study and meditation. As 
learning was in this manner restricted to the 
Church, the ecclesiastics proved the tnxth of Ae 
modern axiom, '^knowledge is power," and were 
not slow in turning it to their own aggrandise- 
ment. 

We find, also, that while the successors o{ 
Charlemagne exercised with more or less inter- 
ruption, the right of nominating to the Papal 
kingdom which he had erected, they viewed with 
little jealousy the gradual encroachments made 
by this state on the liberty of other sovereigns. 

* Even in the time of FroiBsart, it was customary for the 
highest persons to refer to their ohaplains for the oontenti of 
the letters they received. 
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iHfttii^ oppofitim to this growing f^w&t, ^MA 
w«9 c<»iiftl«&tl7 gwiiiig froffib. ateBgthi> liU nt 
length ibe 6QVf»ei0a$ of Europe 8id)]iiiitod JbD 
its dLf^tadoa. Tb^ii^Ofimaeeof ouroiniwaxiibt 
Plantagenets dropped harmless before «the Apoib' 
totic ktjRr^Mxaaay II had been ceoq»elled to do 
pmmice at the tomb of & rebeUiaus aabjed^ 
^Qsrar de Lion had wasted his strength and ae^ 
semiees in a faimtical CTusade i^^^^and J<dm had 
declaared Rnghand to be a Papal fiefc InFmnQs^ 
wlm, Pope Afexasider III had in 1162, exhibited 
his power, by requinng Leuia VII, cQoji)uu% 
with Henry II, to walk b^de his horse, hqld? 
ing his bridle, and so to conduct him home : and 
the Popes had not only enfranchised themselves 
from the authority of the !^mper(»rs, but even 
made the election of the latter dependant on 
their will.* 

The power thus acquired over the sovereigns of 
Europe, was exercised in using their secular arm 
to crush whatever opposed itself to the spiritual 
domination of flie Papal chair; and princes 
were required, under the pain of anathema, to 
extirpato with fire and sword any who might 
be Gcmdemned at Rome as holding heretical 
opinions. 

• Innocent III, Pope from 1198 to 1216, compelled the Im- 
perial Prefect to swear allegiance, made the Emperor's election 
dependant upon the Pope, and the Pope's independent of the 
Emperor. 

G 
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- Milner says^ '^ We are astonished in readixig 
the details of persecution. That which raged 
against the Waldenses* in the former ptrt of tile 
thirteenth century, was indeed an assemblage of 
every thing cruel, perfidious, indecent, and de- 
testable." t 

In order mcnre fully and systematically to^ caff-* 
ry out the object of extirpating heretics. Pope 
ikmocent III, (what a name for such a purpose ! ) 
instituted the Inquisition in the year 1206,-^ 
that dreaded tribunal, which trampled on aU 
laws human and divine ; and from whose myste- 
rious coils no individual, of whatever age, sta- 
tion, or sect, if once enveloped, could escape. 

" Ce sanglant tribunal 



Ce monument afiVeuz du pouToir monacal, 
Que I'Espagne a legn mais quelle m^me abhooe. 
Qui yenge les autels, et qui les deshonore ; 
Qui, tout conyert de sang, de flammes entour6, 
Egorge les mortels ayee un fer sacr6." t 

The secret regulations which it established for 
the examination of heretics, though formed on 
the.same principles, appear to.have varied in dif- 
ferent countries, in proportion as they were more 
or less influenced by bigotry. Leger has copied 

* The tenn Valdenses was now commonly giyen to aU who 
protested against the superstitions of Rome. Richinius, quoted 
by Elliott, says, " Valdensium nomen non peculiare alicajutf 
sects aut hsreseos, sed commune omnium a seculo duo- 
decimo." ^ 

t Vol. iii. p.' 128.' J Voltaire's Henriade. 



INQXnSITION. 99 

the general instructions to Inquisitors^ from doc^ 
iiments belonging to the Archbishopric of Em« 
brun, *' which," he says, "Divine Providence 
had pnt into his hand." 

The first order is, " That points of religion 
are not to be disputed in the presence of the 
people. 3, — ^That he who does not reveal here- 
tics is to be cut off from the Church, as a sus- 
pected and infected member. 4, — ^That no one 
who has been delivered to the secular arm, should 
be allowed to justify himself before the people, 
for fear of the impression which he might make. 
5, — ^That a person condemned before the people, 
even if he should retract his heresy, must never 
be pardoned ; for there would be no means of 
burning a great number of heretics, if they 
were allowed to escape under such fair promises, 
which would not be kept : nevertheless, as the 
people might consider it unjust if heretics were 
put to death under such circumstances, it is 
better never to allow them to speak before the 
people. 8, — ^That the heretic is to be threaten- 
ed with inevitable death, if he does not truly 
confess every thing and renounce his heresy. If 
he should say he would rather die in that pro- 
fession than in the faith of the Roman Church, 
he must be delivered over to immediate execu- 
tion." The ninth rule has been already quoted.* 
10, — ^^' Never answer an heretic categorically; 

• See page 87. 
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and in interrelating him^ load him with a num- 
ber of questions at once, so that whatever re- 
ply he may make, there may be an opportunity 
of answering him to advantage. 11, — If they 
assert that they have never professed the heresy 
of the Yaudois, the Inquisitor must warn them 
to speak nothing but the truth, saying, that he 
has proof sufiBicient to convict them : then by 
offering, in ambiguous terms, the hope of par* 
don on a full confession, they will reveal all in 
the expectation of saving their Kves." * 

Treachery, inhumanity, and a secret confes* 
sion of advocating the worst side, are the con- 
spicuous features in these instructions. They 
were, however, exceeded in refinement of cruelty 
and injustice, by the regulations of the Holy 
Office, (as this diabolical institution was called), 
in Spain. These have been revealed by Antonio 
Ptdgblanch, in a book addressed to the Cortes 
in 1811, composed from original documents, 
which the Revolution had broi^ht to light ; and 
the present entire overthrow of the Inquisition 
in Spain, is attributed to the faithful expos^ of 
its proceedings, and to the manner in which the 
wh(de subject is treated in this work.f 

• Leger ; book ii. p. 5. 
t Puigblanch shows that the suspected person was required 
to declare to his judges for what cause he had been arrested^ 
under the expectation^ that in recalling various circumstances 
of his life, he might make revelations of which they were, as 
yet, ignorant ; — that he was reqiiired to give an exact account 
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During the first twenty years after the Inqm-9 
sition was instituted, Mihier says, " The hayoc 
made among helpless Christiaiis was so greats 
that certain French Bishops, in the year 1S28, 
desired the monks of the Inquisition to defer a 
little their work of imprisonment, till the Pope 
was advertized of the great numbers apprehend- 
ed : n\mxber9 so greats that it was impossible to 
de&ay the charge of their subsistence, and even 
to^ovide stone and mortar to build prisons for 
them* Yet so true is it," he adds, " that the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church, 
that in the year 1530, there were in Europe 
about eight hundred thousand who professed 
the religion of the Waldenses." * 

This first persecution appears to have been 
eonfined to the south of France, and was princi- 
paUy directed against the Albigenses, headed by 
Saymond, Count of Toulouse : and though it 
did not extend to the Yaudois. valleys, yet th0 

of all his property, in order that eyery thing might be confli- 
cated ; — that he was required, on oath, to reveal every thing, 
tfiough what he disclosed might lead him to the stake. If be 
wished for a confessor, the secrets of the confessional, (of all 
others considered the most sacred), were revealed to the In- 
quisitors. If he sought the assistance of an advocate, the lat- 
ter was required to use eyery exertion to obtain a ftiU confession 
from his client, and then to abandon him. Three prints, illus- 
trating the dreadful tortures of the pulley, the rack, and of 
fire, show how the Inquisitors gained from the accused what 
they required. Se$ the ** Inquintum «nfiuuM ; '' tranMlated by 

Wtium, I816< 

• Vol. iu. p. 133. 
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cry of distress, which resounded far and wide, 
must have conveyed a tale which sounded the 
knell of coming woes. 

The following story, related by our monkish 
historian, Matthew Paris, shows us that this 
persecution did not offer any efiectual check to 
Waldensian opinions in Italy. The drcumstaa- 
ces occurred in 1243, and are deserving of par- 
ticular notice, as they prove that the Waldense© 
were, at that time, flourishing in Italy in con- 
siderable numbers ; and possessed, at least, one 
safe land of refiige : — 

A certain Ivo, who had fled from Narbonxie 
on an unjust suspicion of heresy, wrote to the 
Bishop of that city, and stated, that during his 
wanderings he came to Como, which at that 
time, with the adjacent country and Milan, wa& 
governed by Duke Ubert, who was considered a 
heretic by the Church of Bome ; and in whose 
territories the persecuted Waldenses found ft 
safe asylum. He here complained to some of 
iheir body of the persecutions which he had en- 
dured ; upon which they remarked, he should 
rather rejoice for having suffered for righteous- 
ness' sake. They told him that from all the 
cities of Lombardy, and many of Tuscany, they 
had sent scholars to Paris, to qualify themselves 
at the University, to support and propagate their 
doctrines ; and that their merchants and ped- 
lars endeavoured to influence the laymen among 
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whom they mingled. Aflter the Waldenses had 
maintaixied hun liixuriously for three months, 
they sent him on by secret pass-words to Milan, 
and the Lombard cities on the Po. 

In case it might be supposed, that other 
causes than those of religious hatred, must have 
prompted the persecutions which the Yaldensee 
endured from age to age ; let us refer to the.tes- 
timonies of their enemies, in £iYOur of their 
loyal, peaceable, and moral character. 

And here we may again quote fifom Beyn»!8 
description of *' heretics.'* He says, — " They 
are distinguished by their manners and their 
words ; for they are sedate and modest in their 
,Baim^,-they have no pride in clothes, for 
they wear such as are neither costly or mean. 
They do not carry on business, in order that 
they may avoid falsehoods, oaths, and frauds^ 
bi|t only Uto by labour as workmen. Their 
teachers, also, are shoemakers and weavers.* 
They do not multiply riches ; but are cont^t 
with what is necessary. They are chaste, es- 
pecially the Leonists : they are also temperate 

* Milner, quoting fiom Archbishop Usher, says, — " One 
charge more against them is, that they compelled their Pastors 
to fcdlow some trade. How satisfiictory their answer 1 ' W« 
dp not think it necessary that our Pastors should work fox 
bread; they might be better qualified to instruct us, if we 
could maintain them without their own labour ; but our po- 
verty has no remedy.' So they speak in letters published 
in IBO&." MUner ; vol. iii. p. 452. 
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ia taeat and drink. Tliey do not go to tarenw^ 
dttuces^ or other vanities. They restrain thjeBD«> 
mk^BB from anger. * * * They also abstain froaa 
scurrility^ detraction and levity in diseoians^ 
and lying and «weaxing/' * 

Th^ testimony given by this writer^ to thm 
aKxralily of the WakLenses^ is confirmed in liio 
Sook of Senleneas^ whkh contains the pioeoodp- 
iags of the Inquisition of Tonloiise, from 180T 
to 1323^ pubHdiied by Limboirch, and extraetad 
by Mt^ Maitiand, who sains up the eharaeter 
t^y give of tha Wald(aaaee> in these words >***- 
^i do not find in any one of these hnndrada 
nf ^ntenosB and aonfassions^ ^ther as amat^ 
tar of chasge by the inqaisitor^ or self aacaMi<' 
isoU) or cha^ by a conftssor, any the s%htnt 
lrt<)diiipts^ diteotly or indiiacdy^ to impeach the 
diaraotet of an Albig^asian or Wald^isian^ witil 
XMq[>ect to chastity, tttn|yeranee^ or honesty/' t 

* Maitland's Facts, &c. ; p. 434. 

« 

The contrast exhibited by the lax morality of the Roman 
Ctt&0l!6 Chilrchy during Che middle ages, may be judged ot 
iMa IM Mo^iBg caftoa of ^be Oouuoil of Toledo, Av a. 139*^ 
cited by Mr. Maitland : — 

^ Si qi:d8 habeus uxorem fidelem, si concabinam babeat noo 
tsOttiKitiincet. Ceeteruti ^i turn hahetutorem tt pro uxor$ eoM^ 
hAiimm htfhet, a totntlinnia/ie ion Ytptilatur: tai^»m ut uhihk 
tttnlkHs, ottl nieitrit, itttt dontttbHus (%t ti plaCMrit) tH tottfkiiti 
t&^« ttMefOutt alias Yero tiVenB abjidatur, doixee desloM; 
•rt per penhentiam revtrtatitt.*' 

t Ibid; P* ^4. 
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" Frauds I, the successor of Louis XII^ receiv** 
dd on enquiry, Che following information con* 
ooming the Waldenses of Merindol, and other 
xwighbouring places ; that they 'wbtb a laborious 
people, who came from Piedmont to dwell in 
FlroTen9e> about two hundred years ago; that 
diey had much improved the country by their 
iadustry ; that their manners were most exceh 
lent ; and that they were honest, liberal, hoa^ 
intable, and humane; that they were distinct 
from others in this, that they could not bear the 
aound of blasphemy, or the naming of the devil, 
0r any oaths eiLcept on solemn occasions ; and 
liM i£ ever they fell into company where blas<- 
fhiemj (a lewdness formed the substance of the 
diaoourse, they instantly withdrew themselves."* 
Glttude Seyssel, Archbishop of Turin, whom we 
Ymre before mentioned as writing against the 
Ymidois^ bears testimony at the same time to 
the general purity of their life and conversation. 
Another of their opponent8> the Historian De 
'Thou, gives this favourable character of the in«- 
hahitants of the Yaudois valley of Frassinieret 
'^ One thing is astonishing, that persons exter* 
aiiliy so savage and rude, should have so much 
ssoral cultivation. They can all read and write* 
They understand French so far as is needful for 
the understanding of the Bible and the singing 
of psalms. You can scarcely find a boy amongst 

• Milner ; yd. ii. p. 456. 
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them who cannot give you an intelligent account 
of the faith which they profess ; in this, indeed^ 
they resemble their brethren in the other Tal* 
leys : they pay tribute with a good conscience ;: 
and the obligation of this duty is peculiarly 
noted in the confession of their faith. If, by 
reason of the civil wars, they are prevented from 
doing this, they carefully set apart a sum, and 
at the first opportunity pay it to the king's tax^ 
gatherer." He also assures us that they conr 
formed their lives to the holy rule of the ten 
commandments; that they abstained from all 
wickedness; that they had a horror of illicit 
oaths, perjuries, imprecations, injuries, quarrehi, 
seditions, debauchery, drunkenness, sacril^e^ 
thefts, usury^ divination ; that they detested afi 
these things with all their hearts." He adds^ 
that '^ the reputation of the Vaudois was so well 
established with respect to chastity, that their 
neighbours, otherwise very much opposed ta 
their religion, confided their daughters to them 
in time of war." We may also cite the evidence 
of Vignaux, a Waldensian Pastor : — ^^ We never 
mix ourselves," says he, " with the Church of 
Kome in marriage : yet Roman Catholic Iprds^ 
and others, prefer our people as servants to those 
of their own religion ; and come from hx to 
seek nurses among us for their children." 

Other testimonies in favour of their good char, 
racter, might be given ; but it will be sufficient 
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to adduce one fact in confirmation of it^ which, 
when we consider the hard names some of their 
enemies have appUed to them, wiU go further 
than any other witness on the subject. The 
cQurt of Turin would no doubt have eagerly 
brought forward charges of immorality had they 
existed, as a pretext for its cruelties : but there 
is not one among the edicts issued against the 
Vaudois during several ages, in which any re- 
proach is cast against them on account of morals 
or the want of loyalty, or good faith. 

From the time when the storm of persecution 
burst over the valleys of Piedmont, we have no 
longer any difficulty in discovering traces of the 
history we are considering. If, hitherto, we 
have only caught a glimpse here and there of 
the ancient stream as it descended from the 
IdBiy recesses of the mountains, we here meet 
it fairly emerged from its inaccessible fastness- 
es, and henceforth flowing in an uninterrupted 
and clearly defined stream, towards, as we trusty 
the ocean of eternity. Unhappily, its waters 
are too frequently dyed with blood ! 

The earhest edict, which we find expressly di- 
rected against the Italian Vaudois, is contained 
in the bull, published by Pope John XXII^, 
from Avignon, A.n. 133S. It complains that the 
Waldensian heretics in the valleys of Lucema, 
Angrogna, and Perosa, were on the increase, 
and that congregations assembled together to 
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the amount of five hundred persons at a time ; 
that they had defied an Inquisitor ; and, as the 
bull asserts, had killed the Roman Catholic rec- 
tor of one parish.* 

Subsequently to this, Clement VII, who was 
also resident at Avignon, directed in the year 
1880, a bull against the Yaudois, and ap- 
pointed a monk, named Francis Borelli, as hisr 
Inquisitor, with orders that he should expel 
'* all who held that the Pope was Antichrist." 

During the persecution which followed, with- 
out alluding to the martyrs in other parts to 
the west of the Yaudois Alps, eighty persons 
were apprehended in the valley of Frassi- 
niere and its neighbourhood, and burnt. About 
the year 1400, the persecution extended to the 
valley of Pragelas, — ^the poor people were at- 
tacked in the midst of winter, and fled to the 
highest mountains, the mothers leading by the 
hand their children who were able to walk, and 
carrying their babi^. Many were murdered— r 
many starved to death ; and an hundred and 
eighty children were found dead in their cradles. 

Europe has of late been revolted by, and the 

* Quod frequentes eong^regationes per modum capituli fiiceie 
presumunty in quibus aliquando quingenti Valdeniet sunt 
simul congregati, quodque quum prsfatut Albertus veltat ibi 
Inquisitionis officium exercere dicti Valdenaes contra ipsina 
Albertum Inquisitorem insiirrexerunt, quod Guillelmum Reo- 
torem in quadam platea qus Villa dicitur postquam Miasam 
celebrasset, oociderunt, &c. : BuU of John XXII. lAger ;— 
hook ii. p. 20. 



. PBB8ECUTI0N IN THE VALLEY OF LOTSE. 109 

public press has universally declaimed against^ 
the barbarity exercised by the French army in 
Algeria^ towards the Arabs ; who, with their 
wives and children, to the number of four hun- 
dred, were suffocated within the caves where 
they had taken refiige ; but no sigh was heard 
in Europe, when, in the year 1460, four hun- 
dred little children of the valley of Loyse were 
found suffocated in their cradles, or in the arms 
of their deceased mothers, by the fires which 
had been kindled at the mouth of the caves 
where they had fled for reAige. Yet the Arabs 
were, at least, in open hostility against the 
French ; but these poor Vaudois, what had they 
done! 

The men of Pragelas so closely guarded the 
mountain passes in their valley, that the enemy, 
on this occasion, were obliged to retreat. The 
Dukes of Savoy, who now ruled in Piedmont, 
were well disposed towards their Vaudois sub- 
jects, of whose peaceable and upright disposi- 
tions, as well as of their loyalty and industry, 
they were fully convinced. Still the importuni- 
ties ci the Archbishop of Turin, who was in- 
formed by the priests in the valleys, that the 
inhabitants would not submit to their authority, 
at length prevailed ; and the Papal power was 
allowed to indulge its thirst for blood. 

Dreadful cruelties were again inflicted on the 
Vaudois, and continued till the year 1488, when 
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a most formidable and systematic attack was 
made on them^ under the direction of Albert de 
Capitaneis^ Archdeacon of Cremona^ who was 
armed with the authority of a bull by Pope In- 
nocent YIII^ to crush the Yaudois as venemous 
asps : " eosque (Valdenses), veluti aspides ven- 
enosos .... conculcent.'' Such are the words 
of this buU^ which is given at length by Leg^^t^ 
Capitaneis marched against them with an army 
of 18^000 men, besides a great multitude of vo^ 
lunteers, who flocked to the supposed scene of 
carnage, not only to share in the booty, but also 
to obtain the pardons for all ecclesiastical offen- 
ces, and a crown in heaven, promised by the 
Pope to all abettors in this holy war ! 

The attack was commenced on several difSsr- 
ent points at once ; but the Yaudois armed with 
wooden targets and crossbows, and animated by 
the conduct of their women aad children, who 
were on their knees praying for victory, shat- 
tered and broke in pieces the forces of their 
assailants. They continued, however, to carry 
on a desultory warfare for nearly twelve montlu, 
when it was put an end to by Philip YII, Duke 
of Savoy. He was convinced that his Yaudois 

* This indignant Pope, Innocem, so little attended to hit 
Towt of continence, that, according to an epigram of the day, 
the Romans unanimously gave him the name of Father. 
" Octo nocens pueros genuit totidemque puellas : 
Hunc merito potent dicere Roma Patrem.*' 

Quot€d by Merle D'Avhigfu. 
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subjects little deserved such treatment; and 
granted them indemnity for the past, and his 
&Tonr and protection for the future ; '' often 
repeating that he had no subjects so good, so 
fidthful, and so obedient, as the Yaudois : " but 
he required to see some of their children, as 
amongst other stories which he had heard &- 
gainst them, it had been affirmed that they were 
strange and monstrous creatures, having but 
one eye, and that in the forehead; and that 
their mouths were armed with four rows of 
black teeth ! 

After this Marguerite de Foix, the lady Mar- 
qiiize of Saluces, at the instigation of the In- 
quisition, A. D. 1500, drove the Yaudois from 
the valley of Praviglielma, near the sources of 
the Po, and they took refuge at Lucerne ; but 
after five years they returned forcibly to their 
homes and lands, drove out their enemies, and 
enjoyed, for nearly a century afterwards, quiet 
and liberty of conscience. 

Philip, Duke of Savoy, either wanted power 
cxr resolution, to persevere in protecting his Yau- 
dois subjects, and the Papal Inquisitors con- 
tinued to persecute them till the year 153S. 

This is a remarkable epoch in their history, as 
they now commenced openly to perform divine 
worship in their churches. The priests left the 
country, and the mass was expelled; and in 
15S5> they had the whole Bible printed in 
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the French language^ under the directt<H& of 
their Barbe, Bobert Olivetan^ at a cost of 1500 
gold crowns. These decided steps promfttod 
another open attack upon them^ which waa con- 
ducted by a gentleman named Pantalaon Bre»- 
sour^ living near Pignerol ; but after the first 
surpri8e> he was signally defeated; and the 
Duke Charles findings according to Leer's 
pression^ ^^ that one skin of a Yaudois cost 
fifteen or twenty belonging to his good Catho- 
lics^" determined to use stratagem for their de* 
struction^ instead of open force. At this time a 
Yaudois of St. Jean^ Catilan Girard^ was buxnt 
at Kevel ; and at the stake^ taking two pebbles 
in his hands and rubbing them together^ onad 
out with a loud voice^ ^^ You thinks wretched 
persecutors that ye are^ entirely to extirpate our 
poor Churches : you will no more obtain your 
object^ than I can destroy these two stones in 
my hands.'' 

In 1536^ Piedmont fell by conquest under the 
rule of Francis I^ of France ; who, with all his 
chiTalry> was made the instrument of bitter 
persecution. It is painful to reflect that a king 
and warrior^ who placed so high a value on hu- 
man honour, as to be enabled to write to his 
parliament at the moment of his ruinous defeat 
at Pavia, " tout est perdu hormis rhonneur,"-- 
** every thing is lost except our honour ; " should 
have attempted to oblige others to do prejudice 
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to their honour, on matters of far higher im- 
port : or that the same prince, who, when he 
had crossed the Bidassoa on returning from his 
captivity in Spain, leapt upon a fleet horse, and 
galloping towards Bayonne, repeatedly waved 
his hand aloft, exclaiming, ^^ I am yet a king, I 
am yet a king,'* in all the fiiU appreciation of 
liberty; should use such cruel expedients to 
restrain in others what is more precious than 
"bodily freedom, — the liberty of conscience. 

Did my history extend to the French Protest- 
ants, I should have to bring before you a sad 
catalogue of crime during the rule of Francis I, 
But, happily, the political disasters of his reign 
prevented his attempting a general extermina- 
tion of his Vaudois subjects ; though to their 
humble petition for liberty of conscience he re- 
plied, '* that he did not bum Lutherans in all 
parts of France, to suffer a reserve of heretics 
in the Alps." Among the martyrs, during the 
domination of Francis in Piedmont, was a min- 
ister of Angrogna named Jeflfrey Varaille, who 
was publicly burnt in the square before the 
chateau of Turin. 

In the persecution of 1488, his father had 
commanded some of the troops which attacked 
the Vaudois, and Jeffrey, his only son, took mo- 
nastic vows in 1620 ; and being considered very 
eloquent, was sent on a commission to dispute 
with the Vaudois ; but the more he laboured to 

H 
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conAite the heretics^ the more he was staggered 
by their arguments ; till at lengthy like another 
St. Paul^ he professed that &ith which he had 
been sent to persecute^ and continued to preach 
it^ till he finally sealed it with his blood. 

By the general peace of 1559, Piedmont 
was restored to Duke Emmanuel Philibert, who 
married Margaret of France, sister to King 
Henry II. He was weU disposed towards his 
Vaudois subjects, but was so importuned by the 
Pope and the Jesuits, that he yielded to their 
entreaties, revoked his edict in their fayour, and 
allowed them to be cruelly attacked and molest- 
ed. The poor Vaudois, in their distress, sent 
humble addresses not only to the Duke, but 
also to the Duchess, who, there is reason 
to suppose, was favourable to their doctrines; 
and the tone of the address appears to indicate 
some such belief. They remind her of Debo- 
rah, Esther, and Judith ; who, to serve God and 
their people, had hazarded their own lives, and 
had been made the means of their people's de- 
liverance. Her gentleman usher also, named 
Chassincourt, was so touched by the unaffected 
though firm answer of the Vaudois deputies to 
the contemptuous reproaches, which he made 
them on their coming to present the address, that 
it is said he became a Protestant. If the Duchess 
really leant towards that faith, which was now 
producing such important changes in Europe, — 
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which was to be found in the palace^ as well as 
the cottage^ and was influencing alike the coun^ 
seller in his cabinet^ and the shorn monk in his 
ceU, — ^she held it with still greater timidity than 
her aunt^ the fair and accomplished sister of 
Francis I, Marguerite de Valois, from whom the 
Huguenots at one period had formed great ex- 
pectations. Still it "was the influence of the 
Duchess^ and that of the Protestant states^ 
and especially of the Prince Elector Palatine, 
together with their own bravery, not forgetting 
that overruling Providence "who ordereth all 
things," which about this time saved the Vau- 
dois from perpetual banishment, or from utter 
extermination. 

The especial attack, to which I allude, took 
place in 1560, under the command of the Coimt 
de la Trinity, whom Scipio Lentulus, one of 
their Pastors, who has left us the account of 
these barbarities in a letter written to Geneva, 
says he shall call, as being more appropriate, 
the Count de la Ti/ranniti. 

The Vaudois, finding that they must either 
expel their Baxbes and receive the priests, or de- 
fend themselves as well as they were able, held 
a general council of the heads of families ; and, 
after keeping a public fast, transferred the old 
and the feeble, and some of their moveable 
goods, to the houses in the highest points. On 
the succeeding Sabbath, they commemorated in 
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the Lord's Supper^ the death of Him^ for whose 
name's sake they were prepared to suffer ; and 
whilst Tineasiness and doubt disturbed their ene- 
mies, the Yaudois were heard singing psalms of 
praise and confidence, ^^ not counting their lives 
dear \mto them, that they might finish their 
course with joy." A fine testimony was on 
this occasion given in their favour by their 
Boman Catholic neighbours at La Tour, who, 
dreading the occupation of the town by their 
own soldiers, entrusted their wives and daugh- 
ters to the protection of the Yaudois on the 
mountains. 

The Count de la Trinity appeared with his 
army, which was composed of at least 7,000 
regular troops ; and garrisoning the chief towns 
in the valleys, made many successive attacks on 
the different passes, in aU of which he was re* 
pulsed. He advanced with 1,200 men upon the 
village of Angrogna, but was opposed with such 
vigour by 200 peasants, that he was obliged to 
return. He advanced a second time, to be again 
repulsed; and he evinced his mortification at 
these defeats by wreaking his vengeance on the 
defenceless inhabitants of the valley of St. Jean. 
Being afterwards reinforced by some Spanish 
veterans, he made a third attack on the village ; 
and the inhabitants, finding they were unequal 
to withstand him, retired through the passes to 
the Pra del Tor. They were pursued, and for 
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four consecutive days defended the defiles ; dur- 
ing which time the enemy lost two colonels^ 
eight captains^ and four hundred men^ in suc- 
cessive desperate assaults^ without heing ahle to 
gain one inch of ground. On the fifth day the 
Spanish reserve led the attack^ hut with no hot- 
ter fortune ; and on the General commanding 
the troops to charge again^ they refused. The 
Vaudois saw they were waTering, made a sortie, 
and drove their assailants p61e mftle down the 
passes^ and even beyond Angrogna. 

Lentulus^in the letter already alluded to^ gives 
us an account of the discomfiture of one of the 
enemy's captains^ named Truchet, Lord of Run- 
claret, in which the chevaHer Bayard, « sans 
peur and sans r^proche," (who, by the way, was 
a native of the country below the western side 
of these mountains), might have been proud to 
have taken part. This Lord of Runclaret, wh6 
was a man of great strength and courage, led 
WO men to the top of a mountain, which over- 
looked a Vaudois post, consisting of only thirty 
men. The latter, after they had joined with 
their Barbe in prayer, deteimined to oppose this 
unequal force, who, on their part, despising the 
small number of their opi)onents, descended to 
meet them. But no sooner had they quitted the 
top of the mountain, than six Vaudois slingers 
by another passage gained the spot, and assailed 
them with such effect, that the enemy began 
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to lose heart, and, perceiving a detachment of 
about eighty Vaudois advancing upon them in 
another direction, fled ; and the snow being very 
deep, and the descent difficult, many fell over 
the precipices, and numbers were slain without 
resistance ; so that about two hundred fell with* 
out any loss on the other side. As for their 
powerful captain, he was slain like another Go- 
liath, — ^he was first disabled by a blow from a 
stone, and as he was led away by two soldiers, a 
cow-herd st. ack him to the ground with a stone 
from a sling, and then slew him with his own 
sword. The ^vriter adds, there were many such 
encounters, which produced such an universal 
panic among the men, that an officer said he 
had never seen soldiers so dismayed as wheH 
they were led against the Vaudois. In these se- 
veral encounters the enemy lost 900 men, while 
sc^cely fifteen of the Vaudois were killed. 

At length after the Count had repeatedly vio- 
lated his treaties, and had on one occasion re- 
ceived 8,000 crowns as an indemnity, and again 
violated his word, the Duke, at the intercession 
of the Duchess Marguerite, proclaimed peace 
in the valleys. Such, however, was the sad 
temper of the times, and the unhesitating viola- 
tion of faith practised by the Church of Bome, 
that these treaties were only made to be broken^ 
Many famiUes were entirely ruined by this war, 
and the Protestant states of Germany and Swit- 
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serland^ with Calvin at their head^ raised a 
subscription in their aid. 

But I should altogether exceed the limits of 
the time occupied by your Lecturers, if I at- 
tempted to detail the attacks which, at this 
period, were continued with little intermission 
against the Yaudois. In these persecutions the 
cotixt of Turin was rather blameable as an ac- 
cessory, which might have prevented them; 
while the Pope and the Inquisition were the 
primary and moving causes. To evince zeal in 
persecuting these poor mountaineers was the 
€ure road to preferment in the Church of Bome. 
The chief instrument of persecution from about 
4he year 1565 to 1580, was named Castrocaro ; 
and he so far exceeded the power entrusted to 
him, that on the death of Duke Emmanuel Phi- 
libert in 1580, his son and successor Charles 
Emmanuel imprisoned Castrocaro for life. Pre- 
viously to this, in 1579, the Yaudois had lost 
their kind advocate the Duchess, whom Morland 
describes^ " as the most prudent, moderate, and 
charitable Princess of her age." 

In November, 1671, the separate Yaudois 
Churcjiies formed a league for mutual assistance 
in time of trouble and persecution, in which 
they bound themselves by still more solenm 
ties to the faithful maintenance of their religion 
in its purity, and to lawful obedience towards 
their sovereign. 
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During the nights of the twenty-fourth and 
twenty-fifth of August in the following year, 
1672, the awful enormity of the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew was perpetrated in France,— 
a deed which succeeded in virtually breaking 
the Protestant party in that country ; and which 
was hailed with such joy at Borne, that the Pope 
struck a medal to commemorate it: and this 
medal is being restruck at Rome even at the 
present day. On the obverse of the medal is 
the half figure of Pope Gregory XIII, with the 
words " Gregorius XIII, Pont. Max. An. II.'* 
On the reverse is an angel, with a sword in one 
hand and a cross in the other. Beneath are 
several dead bodies, and the motto is, " Ugo- 
nottorum strages, 1572." The Marquisate of Sa- 
luces had at this time passed into the dominion 
of France, and the order for massacre was for- 
warded to the Governor M. Birague. Happily 
for the proscribed, (for the order did not extend 
to all), M. Birague possessed the same htmiane 
feelings as distinguished the Governor of Au«* 
vergne, who replied to the inhuman mandate, 

'' Sire, 

J'ai re9u un ordre, sous le sceau de 

votre majesty, de faire mourir tous les protes- 
tans qui sont dans ma province. Je respecte 
trop votre majesty pour ne pas croire que ces 
lettres sont supposees ; et si, ce qu'i Dieu 
ne plaise, Tordre est veritablement imsixA 
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d'elle, je la respecte aussi trop pour lui oMir."* 
M. Birague laid his dispatches before the 
Council, and by the advice of the Archdeacon 
of Saluces, (it is with pleasure that we mention 
an honourable exception to the usual cruel bi- 
gotry of the Boman Clergy at this time,) the 
execution of the bloody order was suspended 
till further advice ; and a messenger of the king 
was already en route to annul it. 

In 1588, the Marquisate passed into the hands 
of Charles Emmanuel, but this exchange brought 
no respite to the poor Vaudois :— on the contra- 
ry, (as their historian says,) " the French only 
diastised them with whips, but the last with 
scorpions." 

An anecdote, which has been preserved re- 
specting Antoine Bonjour, Pastor of Pravigliel- 
mo, shows the danger to which their ministers 
were exposed at this time. In February, 1697, he 
was informed that some plots were laid against 
him, and he endeavoured to escape across the 
mountains to the valley of Lucerne : but as the 
snows at that season obliged him to take a cir- 

• Voltaire, Essai sur les Gueires Civiles de France : Geneve ; 
vol. zvi. p. 412. 

" Sire, — I have received an order under the seal of your Ma- 
jesty, to put to death all the Protestants in my province. I 
respect your Migesty too much not to think that these letters 
are forged ; and if, vhich God forbid, the order has indeed 
come from you, I have too great a respect for your Majesty to 
obey H." 
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cuitous route, he was discovered, and brought 
as a prisoner to the castle of Revel. Both Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics interceded for his 
liberation, but in vain ; and his life appeared in 
danger. In this extremity during the month of 
August his brother-in-law, who was a surgeoxi, 
brought him in the heat of the day, when the 
people were at rest, a strong rope, with which 
he contrived to descend the castle walls, and 
afterwards reached in safety the base of the 
rocks on which they were built. By the time 
the alarm of his escape was given, he was in a 
place of concealment, &om whence he gained 
the valley of Lucerne ; and he continued to re^ 
side there, officiating as Pastor to the Church of 
Bobbi, tiU the year 1630. 

When, by the peace of Lyons, in the year 
1601, the Marquisate of Saluces had been con- 
firmed in exchange for Bresse to the Duke of 
Savoy, he issued an order, commanding all the 
Protestants to receive the Mass within fifteen 
days, or leave their homes for ever, \mder pain 
of death and confiscation of goods. In vain did 
they remonstrate; and though every sort of 
fraud and contrivance was made use of, to 
induce them to apostatize, or to render their 
exile more hasty and unprepared, the greater 
part of them preferred abandoning home, pro- 
perty, and country, for the sake of their con- 
sciences. The winter was commencing, when. 
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with the exception of the lofty village of Pra- 
yiglielmo^ all were obliged to abandon their 
fiitherland^ to return no more. Some settled in 
the valleys, others in France and Geneva. The 
inhabitants of Praviglielmo were allowed to re- 
main till the year 1633, receiving occasional 
visits from the Pastors of the valley of Lucerne, 
to instruct and preach to them, and to perform 
the other offices of religion, when the Duke Vic- 
tor Amadous renewed the persecutions against 
the Protestants, and drove all the people of this 
mountain village into perpetual banishment. 
Thus the last light in the candlestick of the Mar- 
quisate of Saluces, which had been burning there 
for three centuries, was finally extinguished. 

Previously to this, in the year 1627, Charles I 
of England, sent Morton to reside at La Tour, as 
his envoy, to watch over the interest of the Vau- 
dois ; — against whom the persecutions had been 
recommenced by the Duke Charles Emmanuel, 
in return for a grant made to him by Pope 
Ghregory XV, of a tenth of all ecclesiastical re- 
venues. Our ambassador returned from Turin 
with fair promises ; which, however, were not 
kept to the satisfaction of Great Britain : and in 
1629, another ambassador was sent to the Duke, 
who obtained from him themost honourable testi- 
monies in favour of his Vaudois subjects. These 
indeed were well merited, for they had evinced 
the most decided loyalty in defending their 
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mountain passes^ at this period, against the* 
French. The good intentions of the court, 
were, however, thwarted by the influence of the 
Clergy, who dispersed a great number of monks 
through the valleys ; and the family of Rorenco, 
who were Lords of Lucerne and La Tour, es- 
tablished a convent of Capuchin monks at 
the former town. One member of this family 
became a violent polemical writer against tbe 
Vaudois ; and his attacks called forth the histo- 
ry by their Pastor Gilles, printed at Geneva, 
1644, which is now very scarce, and much es- 
teemed. 

In 1630, the same year that the French occu- 
pied this part of Piedmont, not passing over the 
Vaudois Alps, but entering by Susa, — the fright- 
ful plague, already alluded to, visited the valleys, 
and swept off three-fourths, or at least as Leger 
adds, " more than two-thirds" of the inhabit- 
ants. It first appeared among the quarters of 
the French soldiers, and then spread through aH 
the valleys. The particulars of its ravages are 
detailed by Gilles, who was himself present, 
and continued his ministerial labours with un- 
wearied activity during the whole of this try- 
ing season, although his four eldest sons fell 
victims to the scourge. A similar plague had 
visited this country just a century before, but as 
there was no one to record the particulars, we 
are only acquainted with the bare fact. The 
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mortality at the period we are considering, was 
so extensive, that the bodies were left unburied 
on the roads, and the air became so pestilential 
during the heat of summer, that horsemen riding 
by were known suddenly to drop down dead. 
The general distress was increased by the diffi- 
culty of procuring medical assistance, and of 
obtaining any remedies and even attendance. 
An amiable Boman Catholic physician, named 
Goz, who gave proof of his humanity and zeal 
during this time, narrowly escaped the penalty 
of excommunication. Many persons of his own 
religious persuasion anointed themselves with 
an oil brought from a distance, in the vain 
belief that it possessed miraculous virtues. 

The faithful Barbes ceased not their pious la- 
bours amidst the dying and the dead ; and thir- 
teen out of their number fell victims to their 
liigh sense of duty — seven in the month of Au- 
gust. The people bore this severe affliction 
with Christian piety and resignation, evincing 
a very different conduct from the Athenians 
during a like visitation in the time of Peri- 
cles, whom Thucydides describes as abandoning 
themselves recklessly to every sort of crime and 
excess ; and thus practically illustrating the hea- 
then adage, "let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die." The Vaudois crowded their churches 
whenever a minister entered, or gladly congre- 
gated aroimd him in the open air. Gilles and 
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Ghros were, at length, the only Pastors who re- 
mained; and the mortality was so great^ that 
late in the autumn the com remained uncut in 
the fields, the clusters of grapes were spoiling on 
the vines, and the other productions of the soil 
perished, for lack of hands to gather them. in. 

A dearth followed this plague, as, instead of 
the former careful cultivation of every available 
spot even far up the mountains^ much good 
land remained waste. The constitution of the 
Vaudois Church was also Aindamentally affected, 
since the surviving Pastors were obliged, as al» 
ready stated, to send to foreign coimtries, in 
order to complete their numbers. Italian ceased 
to be the language of the pulpit ; which was at 
first attended with much inconvenience, espe- 
cially in the parishes farthest removed from the 
French frontier ; and Antoine Leger, the uncle 
of the historian, was recalled from Constantino- 
ple, where he acted as chaplain to the Dutch 
ambassador, to officiate in the parish of St. Jean, 
in which French would have been unintelligi- 
ble. Changes, detrimental to discipline and good 
order, occurred from the same cause in the man- 
agement of ecclesiastical affairs, as described by 
Leger towards the conclusion of his first book. 

About this same time died Charles Emman- 
uel. He was succeeded by Victor Amadeus I, 
who died 1637, when the government was en- 
trusted to the Duchess Christina, sister to Louis 
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XIII, of France, and mother of Charles Em- 
manuel II, as Regent. It was during her 
regency that the Vaudois, lately depopulated 
by tlie plague, wasted by want, harassed by 
continued, partial, and individual persecutions, 
experienced something of the three scourges, 
from which David was required to select one, — 
famine, pestilence, or to flee before the enemy ; 
and what they sufiered from the latter would 
enable them to appreciate his wisdom in trust- 
ing in God's mercy, when he said, " Let us fall 
into the hand of the Lord, for his mercies are 
great ; and let me not fall into the hand of man.'* 
They were suddenly assailed by that barbarous 
inroad of perfidy and cruelty under the Marquis 
di Piannezza, which called forth the indignant 
remonstrance of all Protestant Europe, and which 
is especially made known to us by the heart- 
stirring sonnet of our own immortal Bard. 

It was in the year 1650, they heard to their 
dismay, that a Council for the propagation of 
faith and the extirpation of heresy, after the 
model of that of Rome, was established at Tu- 
rin, To render it more effective, it had a male 
and female department ; the Archbishop was at 
the head of the former, and the Marchioness 
di Piannezza of the latter. The Council com- 
menced its operations by sending spies and mis- 
sionaries into the valleys, to sow dissentions 
among the inhabitants ; to summon the heads 
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of the people to Turin under vexatious charges ; 
to bring about marriages between the Yaudois 
and Boman Catholics^ in which case the child* 
ren were required to be brought up in the Roman 
Catholic faith. However, as all these intrigues 
effected but little, a plan was in agitation to 
establish a number of Irish in the valleys, who 
had been driven from Ireland by Cromwell for 
their imitation of the St. Bartholomew massacre 
on the Protestant inhabitants. An order was 
issued in the winter of 1664, by Gastaldo, au- 
ditor of Lucerne, commanding the Vaudois of 
eight parishes, including St. Jean and La Tour, 
to abandon their homes within three days, or 
receive the Mass, under penalty of death. De- 
puties were sent to Turin to endeavoiur to obtain 
a mitigation of this dreadful order; and they 
were detained by bootless delays till the six- 
teenth of April, when they were made aware 
that the Marquis of Fiannezza was already with 
his forces at Lucerne. On the following day he 
entered the valleys with an army of the Duke's, 
composed of 15,000 men, four French regi- 
ments, one German corps, and 1,200 Irish, (to 
the last of whom it was said the country had 
been promised,) with the ostensible view of car- 
rying the order of Gastaldo into effect ; and he 
commenced ravaging the parishes of St. Jean 
and La Tour. The Marquis then attacked those 
residing beyond the prescribed limits ; but meet- 
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ing with resistance he did not expect^ he had 
recourse to deceit and treachery. He protested 
he only wished to carry the order of Gastaldo 
into effect; and that those who were not in- 
cluded in that order should remain unmolested^ 
if they would allow^ in token of obedience^ a 
few troops to be quartered in their territory for 
two or three days. No sooner had the confiding 
inhabitants acceded to these proposals^ than the 
troops seized the points which commanded the 
various Tillages, and the whole army forming 
different divisions, marched against Angrogna, 
ViUdr, and Bobbi, and upon the lofty post of 
the Pra del Tor, the bulwark of the valleys. 
The inhabitants now found that they had been 
duped by a treacherous enemy, and fled towards 
the positions which still remained to them. 
Many, however, were induced by specious pro- 
mises to return again to their hom^s ; when on 
the twenty-fourth of April, a signal was given 
from the hill near La Tour for a general massa- 
cre. It commenced simultaneously on all the 
different points, and neither age nor sex were 
spared. 

It is not my intention to dwell on the atroci- 
ties which were then perpetrated, or to shock 
your sensibility with details of the fiendish cru- 
elty which probably exceeded any thing men- 
tioned in history. Happy were those who met 
with a speedy death, during the first onset of 
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the soldiers. The tortures practised on the un- 
happy captives are illustrated^ by both Leger 
and Morland^ in six and twenty different en- 
gravings^ each of which represents a new mode 
of death. Truly was "Babylon" now "made 
drunk with the blood of the saints ! " 

Let us take up the sympathizing and indig- 
nant language of Milton, who thus apostro- 
phizes an avenging God : 

"Avenge, OXord, thy slaughtered saints, whose bone* 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold: 
E'en them, who kept thy truth so pure of old, 
When all our fathers worshipped stocks and stones. 
Forget not ; in thy book record their groans. 
Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piemontese, that roll'd 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 
To Heaven. Their martyrM blood and ashes sow 
O'er aU the Italian fields, where still doth sway 
The triple t>'rant ; that from these may grow 
An hundred fold, who having learnt thy way 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe! " • 

This retribution was not long in overtaking 
many of the murderers ; for the Vaudois, though 
broken, were not crushed, and false promises 
and treachery could avail no longer. The first 
successful exploits in opposition to these blood- 
hounds, were performed by the little community 
of Bora, composed only of twenty-five families. 
Their Signor, the Coimt Cristovel, was sent 

* Sonnet zviii. 
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against them with 4 or 500 soldiers ; but their 
captain^ the heroic Janavel, descried the troops 
from a distance, and with only seven companions 
took up a most advantageous position, and sud- 
denly attacked them with such resolution and 
skill, that, believing they were opposed to a 
great number of peasantry, the enemy fled in 
disorder, with a loss of not less than sixty of 
their number. We must bear in mind that 
Rora is one of the most elevated hamlets ; and 
the natural strength of their positions was the 
great cause (humanly speaking) of these and 
other wonderful exploits of the Vaudois. 

Dr. Henderson, who has given a very inter- 
esting account of his visit to the valleys in 1844, 
thus describes the approach to Rora : — ^^ I had 
almost literally to clamber firom rock to rock, for 
the natural staircase can scarcely be regarded in 
any other light. The only proofs of animal 
agency having been at work, consist in the zig- 
zag windings which lead from one shelf to an- 
other ; and originally owe their formation to the 
sagacity of the mule and the ass, rather than to 
any effort put forth by man. The rocks covered 
with trees that overhung the path, seemed at 
times to bid defiance to all further approach. 
Such are the natural fortifications of Rora, to 
which it has more than once been indebted for 
its security in the time of persecution." The 
Marquis again had recourse to treachery, send- 
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ing a message to Bora that the assault was made 
without his knowledge or approbation^ while 
on the following morning he despatched 600 
picked men to surprise them on a £resh pcdnt 
of attack. Janavel^ however^ again discovered 
them^ and with twelve peasants armed with 
guns^ pistols^ and swords, and six with slings^ 
he laid an ambuscade in such a favourable posi* 
tiou, that he attacked them in front and on 
both flanks at the same time, before they were 
aware that any enemy vras near : they were 
immediately thrown into confusion and fled; 
and Janavel with his little party pursued them 
for half a league, and slew fifty or sixty of their 
number. A third attempt with eight or maie 
hundred men proved equally unjBuccessfuL Pia* 
nessa, foaming with rage at having been thriee 
successively baffled by a handful of peasants, 
now sent against the village of Bora, contain* 
ing as we have said only twenty-five familieB^ 
an army of more than 8,000 men; which^if 
they had acted simultaneously, must have uc* 
complished their object ; but advancing separ- 
ately, Janavel with his sixteen companions was 
again able to frustrate their intentions. The 
first company, commanded by a captain named 
Mario, who had rendered himself infamous by 
his cruelties, left sixty-five dead, and the rest 
fled with such precipitation that numbers fell 
over the rocks and many were drowned. AnMmg 
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odiers Mario fell into a deep hole of the torrent 
and was only saved from a watery grave by his 
soldiers^ who led him back in a miserable plight 
to Lucerne. He was immediately seized with 
a dreadful disorder from which he died in excru* 
oiating pain, continually crjring out that he ^^ al- 
ready experienced a foretaste of hell within him 
0(n account of the houses, churches, and people 
which he had burnt in that yaUey." A letter 
was now isent to Rora by the Marquis, threaten* 
ing the inhabitants that unless they attended 
the Mass in twenty-four hours, he would reduce 
their houses to ashes, and even cut down their 
trees. Their simple answer was to this effect, 
'^^e prefer death a hundred times to the Mass, 
since you cannot shew us that either Christ or 
his Apostles ever celebrated it : and, if after 
burning our houses you should cut down our 
trees, we have a heavenly Father who will pro- 
vide." The threatened vengeance was now execu* 
ted, 8,000 soldiers and 2,000 peasants marched 
against the devoted village from every quarter, 
and while Janavel with his usual wonderfril 
success repulsed one body, another gained the 
place, and sparing neither age nor sex, with few 
exceptions put all to fire and sword. Many 
were the examples during these trying times of 
heroic courage and Christian fortitude, which 
were exhibited by the poor sufferers in the fur- 
nace of persecution. Margaret, the sister of 
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Janavel^ and the wife of Giuseppe GramieiOy 
received a shot in her bosom as she was nursing 
her infant, but instead of losing her courage 
she exhorted her husband to continue his resist- 
ance undismayed, and pressing her babe still 
closer to herself, prayed ardently that it might 
not fall into the hands of the enemy. Her pi?«y- 
er was answered, for when on receiving another 
shot she fell lifeless to the ground still embraoi' 
ing her child, the murderers supposed it dead, 
and three days afterwards it was found aUve isk 
her arms and saved. 

Jean Pallas, a simple peasant of La Tour^ 
after much ill treatment from the monks of ih»t 
town, was led forth to a tree in the vicinity cf 
the convent, where the Marquis de Pianessa 
was waiting to witness his execution. At tiie 
foot of the ladder the monks repeated their exhor** 
tations that he shotdd abjure his religion, and 
promised him on the one hand a free pardon, 
the royal favour, and a considerable sum of mo- 
ney, while on the other, they urged that his re* 
fiisal would lead him to immediate death> and 
render his wife and eleven children destitute* 
The poor peasant's constancy was not shaken, 
and in simple faith he replied, that " he esteemed 
&x above all their promises, the crown of glory 
which he was about to receive in heaven. As 
for his wife and children, the boon which he 
asked for them, was grace to die with him, and 
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to imitate his constancy." The monks exasper- 
ated at this reply assisted the hangman in the 
execution of his office. 

A few days after another martyr, Paolo Cle- 
meati, one of the heads of the Church at La 
Tour, and distinguished for his piety and zeal^ 
was led to the same tree on which the body of 
his late neighbour was still suspended, and ex- 
horted by the mcmks to take warning from what 
he saw. His oiily reply to all the arguments 
they used, was, ^^ as to your promises, I say ' get 
thee behind me Satan' — and as to your threats^ 
I fear them not, for you are only able to kill the 
body, and I fear him ' who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell.' He wiU receive 
me into his kingdom ; but as to yourselves, an 
aocount must be rendered for the innocent blood 
which you have spilt in your misguided zeaL" 
He mounted the ladder with a countenance, 
beaming with joy, saying '^he committed his 
soul to his feithful Creator, and cared but little 
what the executioner did with his body." 

The wife and three daughters of Janavel were 
among the few prisoners spared, at the pillage 
of Bora; and in order to induce the intrepid 
husband and father to submission, Pianessa 
wrote to him that ^^ if he wished to save his wife 
and children from the flames, he must renounce 
his heresy — ^that if he still held out, such a price 
ohould be set on his head as would render it 
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impossible foor him to escape, and if he w^re tak- 
en aUve, the most exquisite tonaents should 
await him." He replied, ^^ there was no death 
so cruel, that he would not prefer to at^aiing 
his reUgion, and as for his wife and children, 
the Marquis oould only consume their firail bo- 
dies, and their souls he oommitted together with 
his own to the cave of God." 

The Marquis had only half aecomplished his 
oibgect by the destruction of Bora, the leavee 
and branches of the oak were indeed lopped off^ 
but so long as the heroio captain and his little 
band remained, the roots were yigorous and the 
trunk was still uninjured, and soon togiTe proof 
of renewed vitality and Tigour. The seventeen 
ahampions retreated over the snow covered moim^- 
tains, Janavel carrying on his shoulders, the only 
child who remain^ to him, a boy of eight years 
old, and took shelter in the Protestant vattey of 
Que3qras, in Dauphiny. Here they recruited 
their strength and munitions for a few days^ 
and being joined by some rdfugees again croeaed 
the mountains, and on the twenty-second of 
May, spread terror through the valley of La« 
ceme by an attack on the fortified village of 
liucemette. 

Another champion of liberty and messenger 
of vengeance now appeared from an opposite 
quarter, the valiant Jahier, who having collected 
in the valleys of Pragelas and Peiosa, which 
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then belonged to France^ a band of Vaudois 
who had taken refuge there^ was approaching 
by the ralley of Angrogna. The two captains 
were soon in communication^ and on the twenty* 
eighth of May united their forces in an attack on 
the little town of San Secondo, (mentioned page 
S4|) which was garrisoned with the Irish regi- 
ment^ composed of seven or eight hundred men* 
Their assault was made with such vigour that 
they soon became masters of the town, and by an 
ingenious expedient were enabled to approach 
the positions which the enemy had fortified 
within it. In that country, where wine is made 
by every householder, and generally from the 
produce of his own vineyard, each dwelling is 
supplied with a store of casks, and the Vaudois 
oollecling a number of these from the first houses 
they occupied rolled them in advance, stnd under 
their shelter gained without loss the gate of the 
principal fortress. Here they found a quantity 
of vine fitgots, to which they set fire, and thus 
soon obtained an entrance. The garrison re- 
treated to a great hall, but more lighted fagots 
being placed against the door they recoiled from 
the fire and smoke, and thus unable to escape » 
and pressed together without the power of resist* 
ance, they were all put to the sword, with the 
loss of only seven of their assailants. The town 
was then sacked and burnt and 650 Piedmontese 
who attempted resistance were slain, but neither 
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violence nor insult were offered to the aged, the 
women, or the children ; and the conquerors 
carried off in security the booty they had col* 
lected, among which they recc^nized much cS 
their own property. This was a terrible retri- 
bution for some of the horrors which had been 
committed, in which the Irish acted a conspi* 
cuous part.* 

Though we cannot justify these bloody scenes, 
and the historian of the Yaudois must recofct 
them with sorrow and regret, we should not 
forget that those who enacted them, had beea 
provoked and maddened by the most barbarous 

* By what means these Irish fouad their way into Pied- 
mont does not appear ; it is only stated that they were banish- 
ed from Ireland by Cromwell, for the share they had taken: m 
the massacre of the Protestants. Hume has g^yen an account 
of this horrible event in the fifty-fifth chapter of his histoxy^ 
and states that on the lowest calculation the number of victims 
amounted to 40,000, whilst he adds, "that death was the slight- 
est punishment. All the tortures which wanton cruelty could 
devise, all the lingering^ pains of body, the anguish of mind, 
the agonies of despair, could not satiate revenge excited without 
injury, and cruelty derived from no cause." Truly the Church 
of Home bad chosen able instruments for her work among the 
Vaudois 1 

Voltaire speaks of this massacre thus, " lis comploterent 
d'assassiner en un jour tons les Protestants de leur isle, et en 
effct ils en egorgerent plus de quarante mille. C e massacre 
n'a pas dans V histoire des crimes la mdme celebrity que la 
St. Barthelemi; il fut pourtant aussi general et aussi distingu6 
par toutes les horreurs qui peuvent signaler un tel &natisme. 
Eigai tur les tnoeurs des tuttums ; cK 180. 
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and wanton cruelties^ and the deprivation of 
crrery thing which made life desirable. The 
history of warfitte in general, presents much 
that is saddening and abhorrent to the Christian 
mind, and we might easily find similar and 
indeed more painAil features in the battles and 
rieges of modem and more civilized times. Dur- 
ing our own recent campaign in Scinde we learn 
that quarter was neither received nor given by 
victors or vanquished ; * and not to mention the 
excesses committed by the French on the Span- 
iards during some of their retreats in the Penin- 
sular war, the officers of our army had to cx)nfes6 
that discipline was for many hours at an end, 
when a town was taken by storm, and that the 
worst passions of human nature were uncon- 
trollably let loose, not only on the enemy, but 
even on the Spanish inhabitants, who stood to 
us in the character of allies. 

In a brief sketch like the present, it is impos- 

* Describing the battle of Meeanee, fought on the 17th of 
Pebraaiy, 1843, General Napier says, ** The point of battle 
was a chain of single combats, where no quarter was given, 
none called for, none expected ; Sepoys and Europeans and 
Beloochs were alike bloody and remoiseless, taking life for life, 
giving death for death. The ferocity on both sides was un- 
bounded, the carnage horrible." The eonquett of Scinde, by 
Major General W. F. P, Napier; part ii. p. 318. 

A similar account is given of the battle of Dubba, fought 
one month later, and yet there was no particular cause for ex- 
asperation between the belligerant parties. 
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aible to follow the continiied attacks^ engage* 
ments^ and skinnishes which the patriots main- 
tained in different parts of the valleys of Lucerne 
and Angrogna, and in which^ with an almost 
incredibly small amoimt of loss on their side^ 
diey slew great numbers of their opponents. 
In all these encounters the two captains Janavel 
and Jahier were most distinguished for their 
bravery and address, but the fearless manner in 
which they exposed themselves to danger, natnr^ 
ally led to results disastrous to lihemselves and 
injurious to their cause. On the fifteenth of 
June, Janavel, with only 800 men, suddenly 
found himself almost surroimded, in the valley 
of Angrogna, by a force of the enemy amounting 
to 3,000. He succeeded, however, in gaining an 
eminence before they could draw their cordon 
entirely round him, and continued to repel their 
attacks till the afternoon, when they became dis- 
heartened and fled in their usual disorder ; and 
the brave captain pursued them with such spirit^ 
that according to their own confession, they lost 
more than 500 men. The fugitives collected in 
St. Jean, and Janavel being reinforced by the 
opportune arrival of Jahier, again attacked and 
routed them, when three officers of distinction 
were among the slain ; but at the termination of 
the affair, he received a ball in his breast which 
passed out between his shoulders. Though 
apparently in a dying condition, he gave his 
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advice to Jahier respecting future operations, 
and ui^ed him, in consequence of the exhausted 
state of the men, who had been incessantly en- 
gaged for so many hours, to attempt nothing 
further that day. The two friends then wished 
each other a last adieu. Janavel was carried to 
Pinache, where by the end of July he began to 
recover from the wound which had been consi- 
dered mortal ; and he lived many years to wit- 
ness the restoration of the Yaudois to their 
homes, to which his valour and constancy had so 
much contributed. On the same evening, Jahier 
was induced by the representations of a traitor 
to attempt the seizure of some booty near Osasq, 
and accompanied by about fifty of his men, fell 
into an ambuscade which had been prepared for 
him, by a large body of the Savoyard cavalry^ 
Jahier, supported by his son, who never quitted 
his side, and ably seconded by his men, having 
punished the traitor with death, exhibited pro- 
digies of valour, and slew three captains of the 
dragoons with his own hand ; at length, borne 
down in this imequal combat, he fell covered 
with wounds, and one only escaped to convey 
the sad tidings. His character is thus summed 
up by the historian Leger: — ^'This great cap- 
tain is certainly worthy of being remembered 
for the great zeal which he always showed for 
the service of God, and the support of his cause. 
His constancy was never shaken either by pro- 



142 ITALIAN VAXJDOIS. [17th Cent 

mises or threats, though he possessed the courage 
of a lion, he was as humble as a lamb, always 
giving to God the glory of liis victories — well 
versed in Scripture and understanding con- 
troversy, and of great natural talent, he only | 
wanted moderation and prudence to temper his 
courage." 

Although the Vaudois were thus deprived of 
their two distinguished captains, they did not 
yield to despair, and other leaders were found to 
take the place of those who fell. When Michael 
Bertin, a captain from Angrogna, was killed at 
the head of his troop, whilst the Vaudois were 
opposing an attack of 6,000 of the enemy on the 
mountain La Yachera, his son stepped forward 
in his stead, saying to the men, " courage my 
brothers, although my Father is dead, yet our 
heavenly Father can give me a like courage and 
address to lead you forward, as by grace he has 
bestowed on me an equal zeal." 

In the beginning of July, Leger their modera- 
tor, to whose ample history of these transactions 
we are so much indebted, returned very oppor- 
tunely to the valleys, after a long and rapid jour- 
ney which he had made in France, and through 
Several of the Protestant states in order to excite 
sympathy, and obtain succours for his suffering 
countrymen. He had escaped on the first out- 
break of the troubles into Dauphiny, and with 
the assistance of some of the principal survivors^ 
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drew up an account of the proceedings, which 
he transmitted to the ^Protestant powers. A 
colonel Andrion, who had distinguished him* 
self in the service of the kings of France and 
Sweden, came from Geneva, and met Leger 
on the day of his arrival in the valley of Prage- 
las, and they both immediately repaired to the 
valley of Angrogna, where the little Vaudois 
army was entrenched on La Vachera. They 
found it so widely scattered, that in the event of 
a surprise, the defences were liable to be carried 
before the troops could be concentrated for their 
protection ; and as there was reason to expect 
an immediate attack* they sent out scouts during 
the night, who fell in with a large body of the 
enemy, waiting for daylight, round the church 
of Angrogna. This precaution prevented a com* 
plete surprise ; but &e troops of the Duke aware 
that they were discovered, pushed forward, and 
at the dawn of day attacked the entrenchments 
from three different sides at the same time. Here 
a long and obstinate struggle was continued for 
ten hours: — the enemy having just received 
considerable reinforcements continued their as- 
saults with great determination, and often en- 
tered the trenches, but were as often driven 
back. At length the ammunition of the Vaudois 
began to fail, when they were directed by their 
commanders to roll down the loose rocks from 
the heights, which splintering in fragments dur- 



u. 
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ing the descent, carried terror and devastatioa 
among the enemy, reaching those who crawling 
<m the ground, or concealed among the bn^* 
wood, were advancing to the attack or firing i$. 
comparative security : the terror occasioned bjr 
th^se rebounding rocks at length threw the as* 
sailants into confusion, and they retreated with 
the loss of many officers and 180 of their bravest 
soldiers, besides the wounded. Colonel Andrioa 
and Leger recalled the troops before they de- 
scended into the valley, for fear of the cavalry, 
which was drawn up in force at the foot of the 
mountain, and the fugitives escaped without suf^- 
taining any great loss. Thus the war was coip- 
tinued if not with greater vigour, yet with better 
hopes of ultimate success. On one side was 
heard the cry of " avanza, avanza, resta di Gi* 
aero," ^* advance, advance, remnant of Giaero," 
tauntingly alluding to the destruction of Jahiet 
and his men : — on the other " avanza, avanza, 
resta di San Secondo," ^^ advance, advance^ rem- 
nant of San Secondo," whence not one had es* 
caped to report the bloody retribution of th^ 
cruelties. The successes of the Vaudois were 
so remarkable, that the reflecting Roman Catho* 
lies began to say, '^ The hand of God was with 
the Barbets, and their religion could not be so 
bad since the Almighty evidently fought for 
them." In order to weaken this impression, the 
monks attributed their victories to an evil agen- 
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Cjy and gave out that the prayers^ which the 
Vaudois always offered up before they engaged 
in battle^ were addressed to demons^ who fought 
for them^ shielded them from harm^ and spread 
dismay into the hearts of their assailants. The 
luckless syndic of Lucerne^ a Roman Catholic^ 
was frightened into an illness of which he died^ 
because he was heard to say^ '^Altre volte li lupi 
mangiavano li Barbetti^ null tempo i venuto 
ohe li Barbetti mangiano i lupi/' ^'formerly 
the wolves devoured the dogs^ but now the dogs 
devour the wolves." The word Barbet signify- 
ing a dog^ and being commonly applied to the 
Vaudois. 

Shortly after the battle on LaVachera, M. 
Descombies^ a French officer of rank and dis- 
tinction^ joined tho Vaudois army^ and was im- 
mediately elected commander in chief. Another 
Protestant volunteer from France, M. Feautier, 
was appointed to the command of a brave squad- 
ron, of about eighty horse, which the Vaudois, 
by the generous assistance they received from 
foreign countries, were now enabled to raise. 
Hitherto they had been constantly checked in 
their operations from the want of cavalry, and 
were obliged to remain quiet spectators from the 
heights, whilst the enemy, under the protection 
of the Savoyard dragoons, had reaped the har- 
vest in the valley of Lucerne. Thus the tide 
of affairs began to turn ; the Vaudois force now 

K 
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amounted to about 1>800 meu^ commanded by 
some experienced officers, and possessing the 
highest confidence in their own strength and 
good fortune ; whilst the army of the Dulae of 
Savoy, had not only sustained great losses vx 
the numerous encounters, but was also deprived 
of the four French regiments, which the King 
had recalled from this service^ and was much 
disheartened by continued reverses. Hopes were 
now entertained of driving the enemy beyond 
the precints of the valleys. With this view, an 
attack was projected on the eighteenth of July^ 
on the town and fort of La Tour, both of which 
would have fallen into the possession of the 
Yaudois, if M. Descombies had not, in conse- 
quence of the report of some French soldiers^ 
who represented the place as impregnable, op* 
posed the enterprise^ and prevented a portion 
of the troops from co-operating. Notwithstand- 
ing this diminution of their force, the town and 
convent were taken and burnt, and the fort ou 
the point of capitulating, when succours arrived. 
M. Descombies, anxious to make amends for 
his over caution, gave orders for a general attack 
upon the fort on the next day, and in the event 
of its proving successfrd, purposed to advance 
on the town of Lucerne; but this attack was 
prevented by the declaration of a truce, which 
was continued till the peace was finally settled. 
The Cantons of Switzerland^ for some time 
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paat^ had been using their utmost endeayours 
to tenninate what appeared so unequal a strug- 
gle^ and had sent Major Weis^ as their envoy^ 
to the Duke of Savoy. After his first audience^ 
the Duchess Mother referred him to the Mar- 
quis de Pianessa^ who was minister of state^ and 
he, to quote the words of Morland, " protested 
again and again, that he had never the least 
design in the world, to impose on the conscien- 
ces of the Yaudois, or on their religion, and 
that whatsoever reports had been spread abroad 
in the world, concerning a massacre and strange 
cruelties exercised against them, were mere 
forgeries and had no foundation at all of truth 
in them." 

The court of Turin, alarmed at the odium 
which was excited by the atrocities committed 
under its sanction, thus endeavoured to conceal 
the truth, and, to use the words of Mr. Hallam, 
^^ to lie down" the scandal, which this affair had 
brought upon them.* With this object, a pre- 
tended statement of all the facts, drawn up in 
French, Italian, and Latin, was also published 
and distributed as widely as possible. But 
the blood of the martyrs, which, crying from 
the ground, had paralysed all their efforts to 

* As Roman Catholic writers have denied, or palliated, these 
massacres, the reader is referred, in addition to the ample and 
sufficient testimonies of Morland and Leger, now difficult of 
access, to the third and fourth Vols, of Thorloe's State Papers. 
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crush the survivors, was now heard in the 
most distant parts of Europe, and had aroused 
the indignation and sympathy of all the Pro^ 
testant powers. The Cantons of Geneva, had 
given early information to Cromwell, of what 
had occurred in the valleys, and he was so 
deeply moved at the recital, as to declare;, 
that ** the sufferings of these poor people lay- 
as near, or rather nearer to his heart, than 
if it had concerned the nearest relations he had 
in the world." In addition to the Swiss Can- 
tons, Sweden, Denmark, the States General of 
the United Provinces, the city of Frankfort, the 
Duke of Wirtemberg, the Prince Elector Pala- 
tine, the Landgrave of Hesse, and even Louis 
XIV. of France, pressed by Cromwell, sent 
either envoys, or letters of urgent remonstrance, 
to the Duke of Savoy. 

At the head of this formidable array, stood 
the stem Protector of Great Britain, ready to 
throw his gauntlet to the ground, if his media- 
tion were rejected. His authority was support- 
ed by a formidable fleet in the Mediterranean, 
under the command of General Blake, which 
had already created much alarm on the coasts 
of Italy, and which was fully equal to bombard 
Nice, or make a descent on the Piedmontese 
coasts. The measures taken by Cromwell, 
both at home and abroad, for the immediate 
relief of the sufferers, form a redeeming trait 
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ipL his character, as they appear to have been 
prompted, by a disinterested spirit of compas- 
sion, and a desire to uphold the Protestant 
cause. He ordered a general fast, and recom- 
mended, that a subscription in aid of the survi- 
Tors, should be made throughout the country, 
which he commenced, with the sum of £2,000 
icom his own private purse. When the account 
was finally made up, November, 1657, the fund 
amounted to £38,M1 10s. 6d. Morland has 
given us the list of the contributions by coun- 
ties; and it is pleasing to see that our own 
county of Somerset contributed £1,080 Is, 10d,y 
very much above the average of other shires. 
Of the neighbouring counties, Wiltshire con- 
tributed £580 ; Gloucester, £305 ; Devonshire, 
£1,965, the largest contribution of any. county ; 
exceeding that from Yorkshire by £200. The 
city of London, within the weekly bills of mor- 
tality, raised £9,384. 

In June, 1655, Sir Samuel Morland was sent 
by Cromwell as his envoy extraordinary, to the 
Duke of Savoy. At Paris he delayed the prose- 
cution of his journey a few days, in order to 
deliver a letter to Louis XIV., in which Crom- 
well remonstrated on the employment of French 
troops in the late massacres; and urged the 
Eing to use his influence with the Duke of Sa- 
voy, to obtain a revocation of the order of Gas- 
taldo. Louis XIV., in his reply, expressed his 
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dissatisfaction that his troops, sent to assist the 
Duke of Modena against the Spaniards, had 
been diverted to this service ; and promised ta 
mediate for the Vaudois. At Lyons, Morland 
met Leger, and received from him a fidthfiil and 
exact account of all that had taken place. He 
then hastened to Piedmont ; and by his noble 
bearing, and warm interest in the canse of the 
suflfCTing Vaudois, folly supported the feelings 
of his master. In a formal audience with the 
Duke and Madame Boyale his mother, he ad-* 
dressed such language of truth and undisguised 
indignation, as perhaps scarcely ever befoie 
reached royal ears, and a court circle. He 
spoke in Latin, that in a language common to 
all there might be no mistake.* After address^ 
ing the Duke in courteous terms, he proceeds to 
say, ( I quote from his own translation of hie 
speech), that his master '' hath been informed, 

* The disQontinuanoe of Latin in thia oountiy, as a collo- 
quial language, whether it proceeds from the general extension 
of French as a common medium of communication, or from the 
little intercourse with foreigners beyond the limits of our laigft 
cities, is often a subject of Tcgret, when an English gentlenaa 
has once crossed the narrow channel. It was Dr. Johnson's 
habit to converse with foreigners in Latin, as he considered 
"a man should not let himself down by speaking a language 
which he speaks imperfecUy : "— *Bmid«U'« L^« rf Jphnnmf 
vol, i. j>. 512, 4to. Many m»» without this pride of sdiolai* 
ship, would be glad to make their knowledge of Latin avail- 
able, to help out their less perfect acquaintance with some 
foreign language. 
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which no miin ctm say was done by the will of 
yoar highness^ that part of those most miseta'* 
ble people have been cruelly massacred by your 
forces ; part driven by violence, and forced to 
leave their native habitations; and so without 
house or shelter, poor and destitute of all relief, 
do wander up and down with their wives and 
children, in ctaggy and uninhabited places^ and 
tnountains covered with snow. Now what^ or 
what manner of cruelty have not those soldiers 
of late dared to act. Of hath been omitted by 
them? Oh! the fired houses which are yet 
«moking<— the torn limbs, and ground defiled 
with blood-'-HSiome men an hundred years old, 
decrepit with age and bedridden, have been 
burnt in their beds*^^-some infants hare been 
dashed against the rocks^'^^thers their throats 
eut, whose brains have, with more than Cycle* 
pean cruelty, been boiled and eaten by the mur^ 

therers ! What need I mention more ? 

If all the tyrants of all times and ages were alive 
ligain, (which I would have spoken without any 
effence to your highness, seeing we believe none 
of these things were done through any default 
of yours), certainly they would be ashamed, 
when they should find that they had contrived 
nothing (in comparison of these things) that 
might be reported barbarous and inhumaUi In 
the mean time the angels are surprised with 
horror ! men are amazed I Heaven itself seems 



152 ITALIAN YAUDOIS. [17th Cent. 

to be astonied with the cries of dying men, and 
the very earth to blush being discoloured -with 
the gore blood of so many innocent persons! 
Do not thou^ most high Qod^ do not thou tako 
that revenge which is due to so great wickedness 
and horrible yillanies ! Let thy blood. Oh Christy 
wash away this blood! " He then delivered* a 
letter^ in Latin, from OUver Cromwell to tha 
Duke, interceding in behalf of the Yaudou, 
which had been composed by Milton. 

Madame Boyale, in her reply, expressed hex 
surprise " that the malice of men should ever 
proceed so £Eir, as to clothe wch fatherlike and 
tender cJmstUements of their most rebelUou0 
subjects, with so black and. ugly a character,** 
The Jesuits also paid the most marked attenticm 
to Morland, and endeavoured to persuade him 
that all the reports of the massacres were only 
fictitious. The French ambassador urged him 
to endeavour to satisfy and appease the Proteo* 
tor *^ by a sweet and moderate reUxtum ofM ihoee 
proceedings.^^ Morland, however, was not the 
man to be either duped by the one, or persuaded 
by the others ; and having conveyed these un* 
palatable truths to the court, he went to Genevai 
in order to meet Mr. Downing, whom Cromwell 
had accredited as his ambassador to the Duke of 
Savoy ; and to consult widi him and the com* 
missioners of other friendly powers upon tha 
best measures to be adopted. Whilst Morland 
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was thus waiting at Geneva, four ambassadors 
from the Protestant Cantons of Switzerland, 
were endeavouring to negociate in behalf of the 
Yaudois at Turin. After much delay the Duke 
agreed to refer the whole question to the arbi- 
tration of the French King; and the Swiss 
envoys repaired to Pignerol, then belonging to 
France, in order to confer with M. Servient, the 
ambassador of that power, and that they might 
be able to communicate easily with the valleys. 
Here a cessation of arms was agreed upon, and 
Leger, with some other Yaudois deputies, having 
joined the ambassadors, the conferences were 
continued until the eighteenth of August, when 
a treaty of peace was definitely concluded. The 
oonditions obtained were very unfavourable to 
the Yaudois, and the whole was arranged before 
the arrival of the commissioners from England 
and Holland, This precipitation on the part of 
l^e Swiss arose from the fears they entertained, 
l^t unless the matter was settled at once, delays 
might occur to prolong the negociations till the 
setting in of winter, when they believed that the 
Yaudois would no longer be able to support 
themselves on their mountains. Descombies, 
m the contrary, posseted such confidence in 
his troops, whom he said he " considered to be 
men and found to be lions," and in the final 
success of their cause, that he wrote to Leger 
at Pignerol urging him to break off the treaty. 
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What they might have regained by the sword 
they certainly lost irrecoverably by the pen. as in 
this treaty their limits were further restricted ; 
and they were required to leave Lucerne, Lucer- 
nette, Fenil, Campillon, Bubiana, and Briquet 
ras. The Protestant states were thus duped, and 
the cause of the poor mountaineers betrayed by 
the King of France, whose ambassador, whilst 
entertaining Leger and his colleagues at his table 
was at the same time acting the part of an advo* 
cate in behalf of the Propaganda, instead ci 
mediating for the oppressed. The treaty c^ 
Pignerol was compared to EeekiePs roll, *' writ- 
ten within and without, in the mouth as honey 
for sweetness, but within were written lamenta^ 
tions, and mourning, and woe ; " and the Van- 
dois found, that instead of protecting them fit)m 
injury, it left them exposed to continued moles* 
tations from their never tiring enemies. Legtf 
was among the first to experience the ill effects 
of this deceitful peace; for under a frivolous 
charge he was obliged to leave his country, and 
died in exile. Cromwell, highly indignant at; 
these proceedings, and at the manner in which 
he had been deceived, addressed, in 1658, an 
indignant letter to Louis XIY. ; but death in 
the same year prevented his carrying his friendly 
intentions into effect. 

A feeble effort in their behalf was, indeed^ 
made by Charles IL, in memorials addressed to 
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Louis XIV. ; but the Propaganda was busily 
labouring for the destruction of the unfortunate 
VaudoiS; and ere long the favourable op])ortu* 
nity occurred. Louis XIY. revoked the edict 
of Nantes in 1685^ by which he banished from 
his dominions a class of his most useful and 
industrious subjects. But this impolitic and 
harsh measure was insufficient to satisfy him; 
he wished to extend the same bigotry to other 
countries where his influence prevailed, and 
urged the Duke of Savoy to expel the Vaudois. 
Victor Amadens 11. had, during the last few 
years expressed his entire confidence in their 
lojralty, and had issued several edicts confirming 
their ancient privileges ; yet he was so pressed 
by the IVench King, who at length threatened 
to expel the men of the valleys himself, and to 
retain their country as his remuneration, that 
the Duke yielded, and published an order on 
the thirty*first of January, 1686, declaring, that 
in compliance with the wish of the French King 
and the Propaganda, the Vaudois must hence- 
forth abstain from all religious assemblies : that 
all the ministers and schoolmasters should leave 
his dominions within a fortnight, except they 
became Roman Catholics, in which case the 
salaries of the ministers should be augmented 
one-third, and their widows receive one-half: 
that five years to the galleys should be the pun- 
ishment for parents who did not send their 
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children to the priest for baptism; and, m 
short, that tbe Protestant faith should cease*: 
All remonstrance was in vain; and the poor 
people were obliged to prepare themselves £ot 
defence. Only 2,500 were found capable of 
bearing arms, and they were indifferently pro- 
vided with the means of resistance ; yet, fidelity 
to their faith, the love of country, and the his* 
torical recollection of upwards of thirty perse* 
cutions successfully resisted, nerved their hearts^ 
and the cry of ^^ death rather than the mass'* 
echoed from mountain to mountain. The troops 
of the Duke hesitated to attack them; but the 
French army, under the command of Genex9l 
Catinat, descended the mountains in April; 
when enemies from all sides poured in. Thia 
contest lasted but for three days, during which 
the Yaudois acted with their usual bravery, and 
on the whole obtained signal success ; when;on 
the third day, without any apparent cause, they 
suddenly laid down their arms, and surrendered 
at discretion. Dr. Gilly informs us, that he has 
discovered a pamphlet printed at Geneva, whiok 
attributes this otherwise unaccountable act to 
the persuasions of the Swiss envoys, who as* 
Bured them of favourable treatment. Unhi^py 
delusion ! The remaining population, amount- 
ing to about 14,000, (3,000 having been killed 
during the short campaign, the majority of whom 
were defenceless old m^i, women, or children). 
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Were distributed throughout the various prisons 
in Piedmont. Here the work of death was con- 
tinued in a more quiet but not less certain or 
fearful manner. The overcrowded state of the 
prisons^ and the want of the common necessa- 
ries of beds and clothing, with the unwholesome 
diet^ scantily doled out, speedily engendered 
^sease, and the heats of summer soon aggra- 
rated their sufferings. " The water which was 
gupplied," says Boyer, *^ was brought from the 
kennels in the streets, and many perished of 
thirst." More wretched than the negroes in a 
tlave ship, they were not allowed to enjoy the 
space which death had created in their prisons, 
for the vacancies were daily filled up by fresh 
Tictims, that there might be no respite to their 
offerings. The cruelty with which they were 
treated, occasioned diseases too distressing to 
mention, but which soon rescued the prisoners 
from the power of their oppressors ; and at the 
end of six months 3,000 alone were >found alive. 
These, at the urgent instances of the Protestant 
powers were allowed to quit their dungeons for 
perpetual banishment. 

It was on a dreary morping of October that 
this sad remnant of the once peacefrd occupants 
ofif the valleys, emaciated with disease, and but 
half clothed, found themselves at the foot of 
Mt. Cenis. A fearfrd storm was gathering roimd 
the brow of the lofry mountain, indicating the 
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approach of the Alpine travellers' dread — the 
irresistihle tourmente. The wretched exiled 
band prayed for the delay of a few short hours, 
but " forward, forward " was the only reply ; and 
soon tottering old age and weeping infancy were 
enveloped on the steep ascent by the pitiless 
snow-storm. We can form but a faint concep- 
tion by what we witness in this country, of the 
horrors of such a scene. It was once described 
to me at the famous Monastery on the summit 
of St. Bernard, by a monk whose duty it was on 
such occasions to sally forth with his bell, and^ 
in company with those noble dogs, which derive 
their well knovm name from this mountain^ ta 
search for the bewildered traveller, and lead him 
to their hospitable doors. He described the 
snow-storm as filling the whole oether with par- 
ticles of ice, whirling roimd the luckless wan- 
derer in fiirious eddies, as much carried up from 
beneath his feet as descended from above — strik- 
ing, buffetting, and sometimes overwhehning 
him in one huge mass. All tracks and land-, 
marks vanish, and the blinded traveller gropes 
on as in the dark, in danger at each step of 
falling headlong ov^r some unseen precipice, 
or sinking down overpowered with a fatal 
sleep, occasioned by the excessive cold which j 
is freezing his life blood within him. The v^ry . 
noble dogs themselves, whose sport and pastime ! 
is amidst the snow, and who ordinarily gambol j 



8N0W-ST0SM ON MOKT CENIS. 159 

with its falling flakes^ on sitch occasions can 
scarcely be induced to leave the hospice ; and 
show by their cringing attitudes and whining 
tones, their full consciousness of the terrors 
without. 

It was through such a storm that the Duke of 
Sayoy drove his imoffending subjects beyond the 
limits of his dominions. Many, imable to resist 
its fiiry sunk exhausted^ never more to behold 
that sun, which, when a few short hours had 
passed away, again shone brightly and calmly 
on the newly drifted snow — ^now become their 
winding sheet.* A larger number, however, 
than could be supposed, encouraged by the en* 
during spirit of their leaders, struggled on and 
reached the gates of Geneva — a motley band, 
with haggard looks and tottering steps; and 
many fell lifeless even in the presence of their 
ddiyerers. Every attention and kindness was 
shown to the survivors ; and after they had been 
most hospitably entertained for some time they 
were distributed in the Canton of Beme.f 

• Eighty perished. 

f The open handed geneicsity and kindness of the Genevese 
in receiving the Protestants, whom religious persecutions had 
driven into banishment, deserves our warm admiration. The 
historian Burnett, afterwards Bishop of Sarum, was at this 
time an exile, and spent this winter at Geneva, "where,'' he 
says, " refugees were coming over every day, poor and naked, 
and half starved before they got thither. And that small state 
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Stilly though surrounded with friends^ treated 
with kindness^ and enjoying the undisturbed ex- 
ercise of that faith which they prized so dearly, 
their hearts continued sad in *' a strange land." 
True it was. they continued to gaze on snow-capt 
mountains^ but they were not those on which 
they had sung their psalms of praise : and the 
green valleys between, though watered by still 
nobler streams, were not those in which they 
had reaped the golden harvest, or gathered the 
foliage of the rich green mulberry for their 
silkworms' sustenance. They longed for their 
fatherland, the homes of their youth, the rocks 
and precipices, where they had '* resisted unto 
death*' the attack of the bloody persecutor, and 
where were the graves of their martyred fore- 
fathers. 

We have little notion in our more level coun- 
try of the affection which is felt by mountain- 
eei*s, and especially the inhabitants of the Alps, 
for their native homes. It proved a serious in- 
convenience to Napoleon, for when the Swiss 
troops were removed far and kept long from 
their mountains, they so pined for their homes, 
that they became unfit for service ; and many 
actually died without any complaint, solely from 

was under great apprehension of being swallowed up, having 
no strength of their own, and being justly afraid that those at 
Berne would grow weary of defending them, if they should be 
vigourously attacked.'' Vol, ii. p, 384, Svo. Edit, 
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^' mal du pays," which for want of a better term 
we must call home sickness. 

Goldsmith has beautifully analyzed the causes 
of this feeling, when he says, 

" Thus every good his native wilds impart. 

Imprints the patriot passion on his heart; 

And e'en those ills, that round his mansion rise. 

Enhance the bliss his scanty fund supplies: 

Dear is that shed to which his soul conforms. 

And dear that hill which lifts him to the storms ; 

And as a child, when scaring sounds molest, C 

Clings close and closer to the mother's breast. 

So the loud torrent and the whirlwind's roar 

But bind him to his native mountains more.'' * 

When the Yaudois refugees had recoyered 
their strength, this loye of country so possessed 
their minds, that they made three attempts 
to regain their native valleys, two of which 
proved unsuccessful. This circumstance com- 
ing to the knowledge of the Duke of Savoy, 
he expressed his displeasure to the Bernese 
government, which in consequence thought it 
necessary to remove the Yaudois from the coun- 
try. They were kindly received in Branden- 
burg and other parts of Germany ; but war 
breaking out between the Duke of Orleans and 
the Elector Palatine, those who were settled in 
the Palatinate were obliged to leave it, and re- 
turned again to Switzerland. 

They now determined on a third attempt to 

• The Traveller. 
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re-edtablish themsdyes in their own land^ under 
the guidance of Henri Amaud ; and were joined 
by many French Protestant refugees. The great 
accession of strength which the Protestant cause 
gained by our happy revolution of 1688^ and 
the probability of that event leading to a war^ 
which would divert the attention of France, 
emboldened them to this enterprise. Henri 
Amaud, their heroic leader, had been originally 
educated for the ministry ; but the troubles of 
those times caused him to change his views, and 
he entered the service of the Prince of Orange, 
afterwards William III. of England. He evin- 
ced a decided aptitude for military affairs, rose 
to the rank of captain, and received marks oi 
royal favour ; yet he resumed his original inten- 
tion, as it appears that he took orders previous 
to 1686. His interest, however, with William 
of Orange was not lost, and he communicated 
his design of forcibly reoccupying his native 
land to the Prince, who approved of it, and fur- 
nished him with money for the enterprise. 

With much greater secresy than before, Ar- 
naud proceeded to collect the refugees £rom the 
different parts of Switzerland, and to assemble 
them unperceived in the forest of Nyon, on the 
banks of the lake of Geneva ; and on the night 
of the sixteenth of August, 1689, after offering 
up a prayer for guidance and protection, with his 
companions around him on their knees, he em- 
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barked between 8 and 900 men in nineteen boats^ 
who all arrived safely on the opposite shore near 
Yvoire. Several of the boatmen proved treach* 
erous^ and thus 200 Yaudois^ who were to have 
followed in a second passage, were left behind ; 
and many others arrived at the place of rendez« 
vous too late to join in the expedition. After 
Amaud had formed his men into three divisions^ 
they took the route leading towards Mont Blanc, 
and in their march seized some Savoyard gen*^ 
tlemen who wished to oppose their passage* 
These they obliged to accompany them as host-' 
ages ; and as they advanced exchanged them for 
others, a precaution which greatly facilitated 
their progress. On the second morning the 
patriots arrived at Cluses, well known to those 
who have visited Chamotmix, as situated at the 
narrow entrance of the gorge leading to that 
beautiful valley. As the town was fortified, 
they were threatened with serious opposition, 
for their movement had been betrayed from the 
very first by a Swiss, who had seen them on 
their knees before their embarkation, and im- 
mediately hastened with the intelligence to the 
French envoy at Geneva. The hostages, how- 
ever, fearful for their own safety, entreated that 
a free passage might be granted, and it was the 
more readily allowed, when one of the Vaudois 
officers, on being interrogated as to their order 
for marching, sternly repUed, *'it was at the 
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point of their swords," They now entered the 
narrow valley of the Arve, hemmed in on either 
side hy lofty mountains^ through which they de- 
filed and reached in safety the bridge of Sallen* 
ches^ where six hundred armed men opposed 
their further advance^ but by the mediation of the 
hostages these were withdrawn^ and the Yaudois 
passed unmolested. They seized two Capuchin 
friars^ and placed them with the hostages^ who 
were in the habit of pointing out any persons of 
consideration^ sayings ^^ there is a fine bird for 
our cage/' with the hope of obtaining their own 
freedom in exchange for fresh captives. These 
Capuchins were found of much service during 
the march, by the influence which they possessed 
over the peasants, who were more ready at their 
bidding to render assistance. The exiles rested 
on the second evening at the village of Cablau, 
where without any thing to eat or drink, or fiie 
to dry their clothes and warm their limbs, be- 
numbed by the rain which had fallen incessantly 
during the whole day, they passed a cheerless 
night, congratulating themselves, however, that 
they had advanced so far in safety, and without 
being pursued, — ^a circumstance which they ow- 
ed to the state of the weather. On the follow- 
ing day they had two lofty moiuitains to traverse, 
but before commencing the ascent, they were 
happily able to purchase a good supply of wine, 
and further refreshed themselves on the summit 



OBOSS THE COL BE BOKHOMME. 165 

of the first mountain^ by the milk and cheese 
which were found in the ch&lets. They had 
then to cross the Haute Luce^ an exceedingly 
difficult and arduous pass^ and on the present 
occasion rendered more dangerous by the heavy 
rain^ the depth of the snow, and the density of 
the fog. After ascending the mountain with 
extreme difficulty, and finding their hardships 
increased by the treachery of the guides, who 
purposely misled them, they were obliged in 
descending to slide on their backs, directed only 
by such light as the snow reflected, and arrived 
late at night at a miserable hamlet on the other 
side, exhausted with fetigue and hunger, and 
drenched by the continued rain. On the fourth 
day they reached the wild and secluded Col de 
Bonhomme, one of the most desolate mountains 
of Savoy, contiguous to Mont Blanc, on the 
fiouth-westem side. They crossed it by the Plan 
des Dames, a vast solitude, covered nearly all the 
year with snow: which owes its name to the tea- 
dition, that a lady of distinction and her numer- 
ous retinue once perished there. Two English 
gentlemen some years since were overtaken by a 
snow-storm on this plain, and though accompa- 
nied by able guides, both lost their lives from the 
effects of cold, alarm, and fatigue. The note 
which they made before starting on their last 
morning's journey, expresses a foreboding of 
evil, from the appearance of the sky ; and is still 
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to be seen in the trayellers' book at the ch&let of 
Nant Bourant. When I traversed the Col de 
Bonhomme at the end of July, 1839, the guides 
estimated the depth of the snow in places at 
fifty feet. They cansed us to dismount, drove 
the mules over first, then tried themselves whe*' 
ther the crust of the snow was sufficiently strong 
to bear our weight, and returned to assist us in 
crossing. As the passage of the exiles took 
place three weeks later in the year, they found 
the snow only knee deep, which, however, added 
much to the labour of their march. Had a 
snow-storm overtaken them in this inhospitable 
region, many would probably have perished; 
but the fogs and rain which they encountered 
were, on the whole, favourable to their progress, 
as the movements of their enemies were thus 
retarded. 

Some small forts and intrenchments, which 
had been erected on this mountain the year be* 
foro, in consequence of their previous attempt 
to regain their valleys, were happily found emp* 
ty, as the troops, tired of waiting without any 
appearance of a foe, had deserted them ; and the 
Vaudois, struck with this providential escape^ 
acknowledged it by returning thanks to their 
Almighty Protector on the spot. 

They now descended into the valley of the 
Isere, (properly called the Versoy), where new 
dangers awaited them. The bells of the village 
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churches sounded the alann^ — aimed peasants 
lined the heights, — the bribes over the river 
which they often had to cross and recross were 
barricaded : but the courage and address of their 
leaders rescued them from the dangers of open 
Tiolence, and from the more insidious attempts 
to delay their march by a specious pretence of 
welcome and hospitality, while the numerous 
Tillages through which they passed afforded them 
ample supplies, for which they made punctual 
payment. 

It was not till their arrival at the village of 
Laval, after eight days continual toil and anxie* 
ty, almost without drinking, eating, or sleeping, 
that the leaders Amaud and Montoux enjoyed 
the luxury of three hours repose on a bed. The 
comparative ease with which the exiles had pas- 
sed up the valley of the Isere, must have re* 
cruited their strengtili and animated their courage 
for the severe trials which awaited them in 
crossmg the great and little Mont Cenis. Here 
they lost their way, deceived by the tog or Bsisled 
by their guide, and were obliged to descend al* 
most by a precipice into the valley of the Jail- 
Ion, where they found their ftirther progress 
arrested by the troops from the garrison of 
Exilles ; and the difficulties they had to encoun* 
ter in regaining the heights were so extraordi- 
nary, that the hostages prayed they might at 
once be put to death rather than be required to 
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suffer such hardships. The Yaudois lost much 
of their baggage, and many of their men, who 
faUing behind were made prisoners : those who 
were taken on the Savoy side were sent to the 
prisons in Turin, and Uberated at the peace, 
nine months later, whilst those who had the 
misfortune to be taken within the limits of 
^ France, amounting to 116, were doomed to drag 

1^ out a miserable existence in the galleys. In 

1 vain were offers of ransom or exchange subae* 
€ quently made, no amelioration of their condition 
^ could be obtained; and their fate would haye 
fC been unknown, but for the tribute paid to thdr 

2 memory by the historian of the Bentr^e Glori- 
^ euse, and for the name of one of their number, 

the Sieur Muston of St. Jean, which he has xes^ 
• cued from oblivion — ^a name, which still in the 

! alleys W-i.hi..h,.pri. of fteedOM^d 

- self-devotion to the cause of the Yaudois Church,* 

: The diminished band pushed on towards Sa- 

! labertrann, where it was necessary for them to 

pass a wooden bridge thrown across the Dora. 
^ The commandant of the fort of Exilles was 

hanging on their rear with about 200 men ; 

when after night-fall they descried before them 

the numerous watch-fires of an enemy evidently 

* M. Muston, now residing at Geneva, was a Pastor in the 
yalleys, but was banished in consequence of a history of the 
Yaudois which he published. He is also descended from the 
hero Jahier. Se$ p* 136, andfoUowing* 



'<« 



POKCS THE BRIDGE OF SALABERTRANN. 169 

posted to defend the brieve. On their near ap- 
proach^ the sentinels cried out, " Qui vive," to 
which the Vaudois replied, " Friends, if allowed 
to pass : •' and immediately the cry of " Kill 
them, kill them," was heard on the French 
side, followed by a volley from two thousand 
muskets, which was repeated for a quarter of an 
hour. Amaud instantly commanded his men to 
lie flat on their faces, by which means only one 
was wounded, to the great astonishment of an 
old Savoyard officer, who was a hostage. They 
now found themselves attacked by the two com- 
panies in their rear: and perceiving that the 
bridge must. instantly be carried or all would be 
lost, some raised the cry ** the bridge is gained," 
which so inspirited the whole body, that they 
rushed on it sword in hand with irresistible 
might, shivering with their weighty sabres the 
weapons of their opponents. The bridge was 
indeed taken, the intrenchments beyond gained, 
and the enemy repulsed, almost as soon as the 
echoes of the prophetic shout had ceased to re- 
verberate among the mountains. The Marquess 
de Larrey, who conunanded, was carried off 
dangerously wounded to Brian9on, exclaiming, 
'' Is it possible that I thus lose the battle and 
my honour." The French troops, however, 
continued the contest for two hours, when the 
moon arose and shed its pale light on an undis- 
puted field, covered with the bodies of the van- 
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quished, to many of whom the name " Angrog- 
na/* given by the exiles as their watchword, 
and which the enemy were unable to imitate, 
proved a sentence of death, as Shibboleth had of 
old to the Ephraimites, at the passages of Jor- 
dan. All the baggage and the military chests 
fell into the hands of the victors, who, after 
helping themselves to as much as they could 
carry away, ignited the remaining cartridges, 
which caused so tremendous an explosion, that 
it was heard at Brian9on, eight or ten leagues 
distant. The trumpets then sounded, and throw- 
ing up their hats in the air, the whole Yaudois 
band united in the shout of " Thanks be ren- 
dered to the Eternal of armies, who hath given 
us the victory over all our enemies;" after 
which, under the favourable light of the moon, 
and notwithstanding the continued privations 
and fatigues they had lately undergone, they 
determined to ascend the mountain of Sci. 

On the following morning, being Sunday and 
the ninth of their march, at break of day they 
found themselves on its summit ; and when all 
the stragglers had been collected by the rear 
guard, Amaud assembled his little army, and 
showing them the tops of their own beloved 
mountains, which they had so longed to behold, 
offered up prayers and thanksgivings for the 
success which had so far accompanied their en- 
terprise. Thus encouraged, and with a fall 
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determination to overcome every future diffi- 
culty, they descended into the valley of Pragelas, 
firom which all the Roman Catholic inhabitants 
with the Priests at their head, fled at their ap- 
proach. 

We now discover our mountain stream in a 
new character : — at times, when it has been at- 
tenuated by drought, or frozen over and then 
concealed by the snows of winter, we may have 
found difficulty in tracing its course ; but now 
it resembles the torrent swollen by the recent 
thunder-storm, or by the sudden melting of the 
snows, and descending from the heights in an 
irresistible volume, carrying devastation instead 
of fertility through the affrighted valleys, 

'* Comme on voit un torrent du haut des Pyr^n^s, 

Menaoer des vallons les nymphes constem^s, 

Les digues qu'on oppose a ses dots orageoz, 

Soutiennent quelque terns son choc impetueuz: 

Mais bienfbt renversant son barriere impiiissants* 

II parte au loin le bruit, la mort, et Tepouvante ; 

D^racine en passant ces chines orgucilleux. 

Qui bravaient les hivers, et qui touchaient les cieuz, 

Detache les rochers du penchant des montagnes, 

Et poursuit les troupeaux fuyans dans les campag^es.'' * 

like the swollen torrent, which soon again re- 
turns to its narrow channel, the triimiphs of the 
Vaudois patriots were but transient. 

Having now arrived within the sacred limits 
of their beloved country, they determined to 

* Henriade. 
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march direct upon the valley of Lucerne, by 
crossing the mountains at the source of the thiiee 
rivers which water their valleys. With this 
view, they passed the river Clusone, and made 
for the Col de Pis, where they found some of 
the Duke of Savoy's troops well posted to de- 
fend the pass, who, intimidated by the steady 
advance of the exiles, took flight, abandoning 
all their baggage. The Vaudois then crossed 
the valley of St. Martin, at Balsille; and on 
the twelfth day of their march reached Prali, 
where finding their church still standing, they 
celebrated divine service, having first removed, 
every token of Popish desecration. Amaud 
officiated as Pastor, and after they had sung the 
74th and lS9th Psalms, he addressed them firom. 
some verses of the latter, *' Many a time have 
they afflicted me from my youth up, may Israel 
liow say,'* &c. Thus, after an interval of about 
three years and a half, that candlestick, whicli 
bad shone from remote antiquity, was again re- 
placed within the Vaudois sanctuary. Proceed- 
ing towards the valley of Lucerne, they found 
200 of the royal guards strongly intrenched on 
the Col de Julien ; but after a slight resistance 
these abandoned their post, leaving behind them 
all their ammunition, provisions, and baggage. 

The pass into the valley of Lucerne was no^r 
open to the patriots, and as they entered it, the 
colony of Roman Catholics, who had occupied 
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their possessions during their exile, together 
with the troops who were sent to defend them, 
fled in consternation, and took refiige in the 
towns situated lower down the river Pelice. 
They were not, however, beyond the reach of 
the invaders, for on the last day of August, the 
Vaudois attacked and took possession of Bobi, 
and forgetting their previous moderation, sacked 
the town and put the prisoners to death. The 
historian must here again arrest his narrative 
for an instant, to express his deep regret at the 
saixguinary nature of the warfare, which the 
Vaudois found themselves obliged to adopt, in 
this recovery of their fatherland. It is not only 
on this occasion, that he reads of prisoners being 
put to death in cold blood, but he finds, that 
it was the practice almost universally followed, 
while to their credit the enemy did not retaliate, 
but sent their prisoners to Turin. The apology 
for conduct, which at first sight appears so in- 
human, and so entirely at variance with the 
religious profession of the Vaudois, is to be 
found in the memoirs of these events. The 
author of the Rentr^e Glorieuse, says, "If the 
Vaudois in this manner put to death those who 
fell into their hands, it must be remembered that 
they had no prisons to keep them in, to carry 
them with them was impossible, for they had 
occasion for all their number, and to send them 
back, was to publish to the world, their small 
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farce, their march, and in fact every thing on 
which their success depended." The day after 
the capture of Bobi, the whole force, having 
first celebrated Divine Service, took an oath of 
fidelity to their cause, by which they bound 
themselves never to separate or disunite while 
God granted them life, even if they should be 
reduced to three or four ; they also made regula- 
tions in reference to disipline, to the just distri- 
bution of all booty, and to the punishment of 
f any who should sware or make use of profane 

jT language. After remaining two days at this 

£ place, they marched on the second of September 

5 upon Villar. The enemy abandoned the vil- 

- lage and retired into the convent, which Amaud 

^ approached by the old Vaudois expedient of 

J sheltering his men behind barrels rolled before 

r them as they advanced, and then securing them- 

r selves in the neighbouring houses, they strictly 

blockaded the garrison, and repelled a sortie, 
in which the commander lost his life. On the 
following day a powerful reinforcement, com- 
posed of dragoons and veteran troops, arrived 
to succour the convent, and succeeded in separ- 
ating the Vaudois force, for while one body pur- 
sued the garrison, which was escaping into the 
woods, the enemy defeated the remainder who 
were guarding the approaches to Villar, and 
nearly cut off their retreat. The Pastor Mon- 
toux, Amaud's colleague, was taken prisoner 
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and sent to Turin^ and he was himself^ in such 
imminent perils that he thrice united with the 
six soldiers who remained with him, in offering 
up what they considered their last prayer. At 
lengthy he succeeded in joining eighty of his 
men on Mont Vandelin. Though the position 
of affairs was thus changed, and the triumphant 
march of the Vaudois arrested, they continued 
to be successful, in the numerous engagements 
and skirmishes which continually occurred a- 
midst the mountains. These encounters occa- 
sioned great losses to the enemy, and created 
such a general panic, that they sometimes aban- 
doned their posts, and fled even at the sight of 
a Vaudois detatchment, and the French General 
found it necessary to have recourse to miHtary 
executions, in order to restrain the complaints 
of the soldiers, that they were led out to certain 
destruction. Amaud, and his followers, ap- 
pear to have possessed the ubiquity of the Black 
Douglas in Scottish history; and the mention 
of their names was equally a subject of terror. 
On one occasion, they made prisoners of two 
renegades who had acted as guides to the Sa- 
voyard troops, and hung them on a gibbet near 
the town of Perouse. The fair was held on the 
same day, and when the people assembled to- 
gether, they beheld with pleasure the two sus- 
pended bodies, imagining they were Baxbets 
executed by military order, but by degrees the 
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truth was discovered^ when the merchants and 
all assembled for the fair fled terror stricken in 
every direction. 

At length the Yaudois^ exhausted by in- 
cessant exertion which this desultory warfare 
demanded^ retired into the lofty valley of the 
Germanasca. Their accurate knowledge of 
every pass^ and of each rock or cave suited 
for defence or concealment, continually enabled 
them to elude the combined attacks of the ene- 
C my, who with 10,000 French and 12,000 Pied- 

P montese troops conducted by able generals, the 

C French commander being the celebrated Catinat, 

5 were now spread throughout the valleys, with 

Z sentries upon the watch on every crag, and pea- 

* sants on the alert to track through the snow^ the 

r footsteps of the proscribed. Their greatest diffi- 

f culty consisted in the want of provisions, and in 

f their constant exposure to cold, as the enemy 

" had unroofed or burnt all the ch&lets on the 

! mountains ; but both food and habitation, were 

z obtained to some extent, in the valley of St. 

J Martin, where they succeeded in gathering in 

"* a considerable quantity of com, and where they 

found shelter in an extraordinary natural fort- 
ress, which the Almighty appeared to have set 
amidst these lofty mountains, as a last refuge 
for his faithful people. It was situated at the 
head of a defile leading to this valley, near the 
union of Mont Guignevert and the Col del Pis, 
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and is well known by the name of the BalsiJ 
In front, it presents a perpendicular rock which 
is composed of three terraces surmounted by a 
natural platform, only approachable from one 
side, and is thus described by Dr. Henderson : 
** It is in the shape of a cone of pointed rocks, 
rising in immense masses one above another, 
in the angle of a high mountain, which appears 
in all its savage wildness immediately above, iSb 
which access is rendered almost impossible by 
the deep ravines and tremendous precipices on 
either side." 

This strong position was selected by the Vau- 
dois at a critical moment of their struggle. The 
French had advanced up the valley of St. Mar- 
tin, destroying every thing by fire from Ville- 
sfiche to Perrier ; and were about to attack them 
in their intrenchments at Rodoret, which they 
felt they could not defend successfully and must 
therefore abandon at once. Two different places 
of retreat were advocated, and as neither party 
would yield, Amaud, seeing his countrymen 
were in danger by their divisions of bringing 
upon themselves speedy destruction, called them 
to prayer. When their minds were thus calmed 
he proposed to them a third plan, viz., that they 
should retreat to the Balsi ; and produced such 
arguments in its favour, that they all readily 
acceded. They took possession of it under cover 
of the night; and as the French occupied all 

M 
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the passes^ they were obliged to pursue such a 
difficult and precipitous course, often following 
their leader on their hands and knees, that they 
shuddered to behold its dangers, when subse^ 
quently revealed to them by daylight. Amaud's 
first csire was to fortify the rock according to 
military rules, with such materials as he could 
command. Walls made of loose stones, rising 
one above another to the number of seventeen, 
and protected by ditches, covered ways, and huts 
formed in the ground, afforded them protection 
against any ordinary attack, and an asylum af- 
ter their wanderings. They were provided with 
com in an extraordinary way : an early fall of 
snow and the increased number of French troops 
had prevented their completing the harvest in 
the valley of St. Martin — a circumstance which 
proved very providential ; for if the grain hiEul 
been housed, it would have been burnt by the 
enemy ; whereas it remained beneath the snow 
uninjured, and was cut by the Yaudois during 
the winter, and then converted into ftour at a 
mill tutned by the brawling torrent beneath 
their fortress. 

At the end of October, the French made an 
unsuccessful attempt to dislodge the little garri- 
son; and unable from the snow and cold to 
blockade them at that season, they abandoned 
the higher part of the valley, telling them to 
await their return till Easter. 
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Thiis ibef were left to spend in comparatiYe 
security the many months of an alpine "winter^ 
and mindful of that gracious Providence which 
had hitherto sustained them^ they assembled 
every morning and evening for public worship. 
Amaud officiated at their religious ceremonies : 
it was also his custom to preach twice on the 
Sunday and once in the week. 

The Yaudois were not, however, inactive dur- 
iog their occupation of the Balsi. The band, 
now reduced to 400, often sallied forth and fell 
upon the enemy's convoys of cattle and provi- 
sions, and sometimes succeeded in transferring 
them to their own stronghold. On one occasion, 
a detachment fell in with a party carrying dis- 
patches to the Governor of Fort Mirabouc, and 
having shot the courier they brought his letters to 
the Balsi. The intelligence which they com- 
municated is mentioned as of such importance, 
that the garrison considered it was a special act 
of Providence which conveyed it to their hands. 
It probably related to overtures made to the 
Duke of Savoy in reference to his joining the 
league against France ; an event which would 
immediately terminate all their difficulties, and 
reinstate them in their native land. Nothing, 
however, occurred at that time to alleviate their 
condition ; and after fruitless attempts to induce 
them to yield up their mountain fortress, the 
French army, accompanied by 1,400 peasants to 



180 ITALIAN VAUDOIS. [Hth Cent 

clear a road through the snow^ on the last day of 
Aprils 1690, again ascended the valley of St 
Martin. 

The first assault on the Balsi was c(m» 
ducted by M. de Parat, at the head of 500 
picked men, led on by thirty officers ; but they 
found the trees of which the barricades w^e 
formed so firmly fixed in the earth, that they 
were unable to force a passage ; and after sufiTer- 
ing severely from a close fire, directed by un* 
erring marksmen, they retreated; when the 
Yaudois making a sortie only left ten or twelve 
^ of their number to announce the disaster to 

2 General Catinat. M. de Parat was found 

^ wounded, and brought a prisoner to the fort. 

• Negotiations were carried on for his release, but 

:S as the French would only ofier money, and the 

C Yaudois would grant his liberty on no other 

Z terms than in exchange for prisoners, namix^ 

- M. Montoux and another Pastor, who were con- 

r fined at Turin, the negotiations proved fruitless. 

1 They allowed M. de Parat's surgeon to be with 

2 him, who was required also to attend on theix 
m own sick : at the same time they acquainted the 

wounded Colonel, that in case they retreated 
they should be obliged to put him to death. 

The enemy, perceiving that they should not 
succeed in reducing the mountain fortress with- 
out much loss of life, hoisted a white flag, and 
demanded " how a handful of men could pre- 
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snme to make war on such a powerful sovereign 
as the King of France ? and assured them that 
(hey must all eventually perish unless they sur- 
rendered, in which case each man should receive 
a safe conduct to depart and 500 louis d'ors." 
The Vaudois firmly replied, '* that as they were 
not subjects of the King of France, nor that 7 

King master of their country, they could make 
no treaties with them : that they occupied the 
inheritance which their fore&thers had be- 
queathed to them from time immemorial, and 
hoped by the aid of Him who was the God of 
annies, to live and die there if there should only 
be ten left. If your cannon thunder," said 
they, ** our rocks will not be dismayed." They 
made sorties almost nightly in quest of provi- 
sions, which kept the enemy in continual alarm, 
till finding it hopeless to reduce the place with- 
out a regular assault, they brought up a batter- 
ing train, and placed it on Mont Guignevert, 
opposite to the Balsi. They displayed a white 
and red fiag in succession, to indicate that no 
quarter would be given ; and early on the four- 
teenth of May, a grand attack was conmienced. 
Afiter a cannonade of several hours, many large 
breaches in the principal fortifications were ef- 
fected; but the Vaudois succeeded in gaining 
without loss a higher terrace of intrenchments. 
They were obliged, however, to leave their sick 
and wounded behind, and considered that their 
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critical situation required them to put their un- 
fortunate prisoner^ M. de Parat^ to death, who 
appeared to allow the necessity of the act, by 
saying he forgave them. 

* The French General now considered himself 
secure of his prey : the difficulties of the moun^ 
tain had been overcome, its defences were laid 
bare, and it seemed only necessary to put fordi 
his hand and take the eagle in its nest. But 
the *^ Guardian of Israel,** who by a pillar <rf 
cloud protected his chosen people from the fury 
of the Egyptians, now enveloped these moim* 
tains in a dense fog, under cover of which the 
Vaud6is retired from their dismantled fortress, 
and, notwithstanding the blaring fires with 
which the French encircled the Balsi, they 
effected their retreat unperceived. A native of 
the place was their guide, and conducted diem 
safely across a frightful ravine, where, in order 
to judge better of the security of their footing, 
they took off their shoes, and thus sometimes 
sliding on their backs, scrambling on thdr 
knees, or letting themselves down by the branch- 
es of trees, they were the next morning beyond 
the reach of the besiegers. 

The French marched into the empty defences, 
and were overwhelmed with surprise and disap* 
pointment when ascending, unopposed, from 
terrace to terrace, they reached the highest, and 
found only a few miserable empty hUts. Great 
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also was the mortification at Pignerol^ for a pro- 
damatioii had been made on the previous day, 
inviting the people to witness the execution of 
the Vaudois, who, it declared, should be brought 
there on the morrow, to be hung two by two, 
and executioners and ropes were ready for the 
purpose. 

And now it would appear as if the Yaudois 
cause were at an end : they were driven from 
their stronghold, the approaching summer would 
1^7 the mountains open to their enemies, who 
ipiust inevitably hunt them down to the last in* 
4ividual, but ^' marCs extremity is Ood^s oppor* 
tunHy,^^ The remaining band of patriots found 
their way by Prali and Pramol to Angrogna, 
where they met to their surprise and joy, envoys 
firom the Duke of Savoy, proposing peace. A 
rupture had taken place between himself and 
Ix>uis XIY., and he now desired to join his armis 
with those of the Yaudois in expelling their 
common enemy. He also made a proclamation 
granting perpiission to all French Protestant 
refugees, as well as to the Yaudois who had not 
y«t returned, and to the &milies of the brave 
800, to come and settle in the valleys ; and pro* 
mised that on reaching the frontier they shpuld 
be frimished with arms and every .thing ne* 
eessary. 

In thus describing the last heroic struggle 
of this little flock of God's chosen witnesses ^r 
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his truth, necessarily confined to such a brief 
abstract, I feel I have not at all conveyed the 
interest which belongs to their achievements. 
In order to appreciate the valour of the heroic 
band; the enduring perseverance with which 
they suffered hunger and cold, fatigue and dan- 
ger ; the undaunted courage which they evinced 
in the face of an enemy amounting to S^,000 
regular troops ; their unwearied activity — ^to-day 
here, and to-morrow at a remote distance ; the 
military skill which they displayed in selecting 
the Balsi as their fortress; — ^we should study 
the simple narrative of the Kentr^e Glorieuse, 
attributed to their celebrated leader^ Henri Ar* 
naud; to whose energy and prudence, under 
God, the unparalleled success of the 800 — ^more 
surprising than that of the famous 10,000 
Greeks of old, — ^is mainly to be attributed. 
Above all, we cannot &il to recognize what the 
French themselves in one of their dispatches 
allowed, that ^^ Heaven took a visible interest in 
the preservation of this little people, and that 
their retreat was effected almost by miracle.'* 
Surely it was the council of the Most High 
which overruled the force of two powerfiil so^e- 
leigns, and gave the victory to his few chosen 
peasants. 

When the Vaudois reviewed the events at this 
most remarkable period in their history, we may 
suppose the sentiments of love and gratituda 



HYMN FOR THE VAUDOIS. 185 

excited towards their Divine Preserver, to have 
been such as are expressed by Mrs. Hemans, in 
the lines she has dedicated to their cause. 

** We are watchers of a beacon 

Whose light must never die ; 

We are guardians of an altar 

' Midst the silence of the sky: 

The rocks yield founts of courage. 

Struck forth as by thy rod ; 

For the strength of the hills we bless thee 

Our God» our fathers' God ! 

The banner of the chieftain 

Far, fkr below us waves ; 

The warborse of the spearman 

Cannot reach our lofly caves : 

Thy dark clouds wrap the threshold 

Of freedom's last abode ; 

For the strength of the hills we bless thee 

Our God, our fathers' God ! 

For the shadow of thy presence. 

Round our camp of rock outspread ; 

For the stern defiles of battle, 

Bearing record of our dead ; 

For the snows and for the torrents. 

For the free heart's burial sod: 

For the strength of the hills we bless thee. 

Our God, our fathers' God ! " 

After the Duke of Savoy had broken with 
die King of France^ Fort Mirabouc, and the 
several little Yaudois towns which were fortified 
and provisioned^ were all ordered to throw open 
their gates to their fellow subjects^ now restored 
tjO favour. That they were in some instances 
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unwillingly admitted^ and denied^ contrary to 
orders^ the use of the stores and grain in the 
miUtary depots, is no matter of surprise; nor 
did it create any lukewarmness on their part in 
the Duke's service. 

The conduct of Victor Amadeus II. in the 
long struggle which England and the allies 
maintained against Louis XIY. was vacillating 
and perfidious in the extreme. His only object 
was to aggrandize his own power ; and regard- 
less alike of treatifss, of the nearest family tiesj 
and of golden favours lavishly showered upon 
him, he was ever ready to desert his confederates 
if his interests appeared to require a change. 
Notwithstanding this great dereliction of moral 
principle, he was a very brave, satracious, and 
warlike Prince, whose influence was of great 
importance into whichever scale it was thrown. 
In his war with France, from 1690 to the peace 
of Turin in 1696, the Vaudois proved themselves 
loyal and brave subjects. A corps of ISOO men 
in English pay was formed under the command 
of Amaud, and directed to ravage the French 
frontier : and Smollet mentions the success they 
obtained in the vaUey of Pragelas, in the year 
1694. 

After a short peace, the war of the Spanidi 
succession broke out ; and when the Duke of 
Savoy had once more changed sides and joined 
the Chance against France, we find the Yaud(»8 
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were again employed^ and are honourably men- 
tioned in the memoirs of Prince Eugene^ and in 
the military history of that period* Mr. Richard 
Hill^ who was English envoy at Turin, from 
1708 to 1706, mentions Amaud several times, 
and styles him indifferently Monsieur and Gen- j 

eral Amaud. It appears by these letters that a I 

plan was formed for raiaing a force in Switzer- > 

land, composed of Yaudois and refugees, which 
was to make a descent on the Protestant valleys 
of Piedmont, then in the military occupation of 
the French. We also read of a scheme for in- 
vading France from the valleys, in which Ar- 
naud and the Vaudois were to have taken a 
part, in order to form a junction with the Cami- 
sards, who were then waging such an extensive 
and successfiil warfare in the Cevennes, that 
6Q,000 troops were required to keep them in 
chieck. t 

All these accounts tend to show the military 
estimation in which Amaud was held ; and here 
it naturally occurs how far such a career can be 

• See Military History of Prince Eugene, and of the Duke 
of Marlborough, by Claude du Bose ; 2 vols, folio, London, 
1736. 

i The French frontier was so carefully guarded, that no at- 
tempt wa3 made to assist the Camisards, except by a little 
1>aifcl of 400 men, whom Mr. Hill shipped from Nice, and calki 
his "enfans pexdues:'' thus this remarkable struggle for re- 
ligious liberty in the heart of France, being unsupported, was 
fittaliy crushed. 
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reconciled with the holy fanctions which Henri 
Amaud had taken upon himself. A hroad dis- 
tinction may he drawn between his acting as a 
leader in his forcible return and reoccupation <^ 
his native land, and the part which he after- 
wards took in an aggressive war with France. 
For the latter no justifying cause can be alleged t 
his devotion to William III., and to the league 
which that Prince had formed to uphold the 
Protestant cause, and to humble the domineer- 
ing spirit of France, must plead as Amaud*8 
chief extenuation. His accusers, however, 
cannot come from Rome; for not only their 
inferior Clergy, but their Prelates, even to the 
Pope himself, have left on the page of his* 
tory the records of their personal engagements 
in sieges and battles. Let us hear what Banke 
(no mean authority) says on this head, of Pope 
Julius II., who filled the Apostolic chair in the 
century preceding Amaud's time, '* Old as Ju- 
lius was, worn by all the vicissitudes of good 
and evil fortune which he had experienced in 
the course of his long life, by the toils of war 
and exile, enfeebled by intemperance and de- 
bauchery, he yet knew Hot what fear or caution 
meant. Age had not robbed him of the grand 
characteristic of vigorous manhood. .. .an in* 

domitable spirit He seized the 

most daring combinations : he risked all to ob- 
tain all : he took the field himself, and made his 
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entry into Mirandola as conqueror over the frozen 
ditches, through the breach.** * 

Let us turn to Voltaire^ who as an historian 
is deserving of credit^ and see what he says 
of the beUigerent spirit of the Clergy in 
France at the commencement of the seven-^ » 

teenth century^ the period we are speak- \ 

ing of, — ^^*The court ecclesiastics," he writes, > 

'' often wore the sword ; and amongst the duels i 

and the private quarrels which desolated France, 
many were reckoned in which the clerical body 
had a part; from the Cardinal de Guise, who 
drew the sword against the Duke de Nevers 
Gonzaga, in 1617, to the Abb6 afterwards Car- 
dinal de Retz, who often fought whilst he was 
soliciting the Archbishoprick of Paris." f And 
at the very time Amaud was in arms, the 
Grand Prior of France, commanded a division 
c^ the army in Italy, ai^d his title makes it pro- 
bable that he was an ecclesiastic. 

Let it be here recorded to Henri Amaud's 
credit, that he was not fighting to obtain bene- 
fices, or Bxiy personal advantages, during the ag- 
gressive war ; for when under false charges he 
was afterwards obliged to fly from his native 
valleys never again to return, he was pressed by 
Queen Anne and Prince Eugene to reside at 
their courts, with promises of honourable pro- 

« Book i. ch. 2. 
t Essai sur les Mceurs et Pesprit des Nations ; ch. 176. 
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vision, an invitation which he had formerly re* 
ceived from William III. But he rejected all 
oflfers of promotion, preferring the humble and 
retired office of a pastor among his brethren at 
Schonberg, in Wirtemberg, where he spent the 
remaining twelve years of his life ; and at his 
death, in 17SS, his whole effects were valued at 
only £226. 

In May, 1706, the memorable siege of Turin 
was commenced by the French, under the nomi> 
nal command of the Duke of Orleans; and 
after the red hot balls which they had thrown 
into the city had induced the Duke of Savoy to 
send away his Duchess and children, he himself 
retired in order to take the command of his ca- 
valry. Unable, however, to make head against 
the French horse, he was obliged to fly, and. was 
pursued from place to place by the Count d' Au- 
beterre, at the head of forty-five squadrons of 
cavalry ; and one spot which he selected for his 
concealment was the village of Kora, so memo- 
rable for its heroic defence and final destruction 
in the butchery of 1655. A less probable refuge 
for the son of Charles Emanuel II., whose prime 
minister as well as general it will be remembered 
the Marquis di Piannessa was, cannot be ima- 
gined : and this idea even more than the seclu- 
sion of the locality might have deterred his 
enemies from seeking him there. Still the loy- 
alty of those subjects, who had been so cruelly 
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persecuted^ riot only by the acts of his father^ 
but by his own deliberate deeds and contrivance 
was not shaken ; and though more than a free- 
dom from poverty, indeed affluence and riches 
would await the surrender of the royal fugitive, 
yet his secret was kept. The same forgetftil- ? 

1^88 of the past which the bounteous earth had p 

shewn in again shading their mountain hamlet > 

with the umbrageous foliage of the chestnut, in t 

the room of those groves which Piannessa had 
eat down, was now exhibited in the breasts of 
the inhabitants, by forgiveness and oblivion of 
all that had passed. The family of Durand 
Canton preserved, till within a few years, the 
Duke's silver drinking cup, which with the per- 
mission to make use of their own garden as a 
cemetry, was the royal reward for their fidelity ! 
Poverty obliged them to part with this interest- 
ing memorial for the sum of twelve francs. 

Although neither the loyalty of the Vaudois, 
nor their services in the war, could effectually 
attach their sovereign, yet motives of self inter- 
est^ connected with the struggle in which he 
WHS now engaged with France, drew from hirn 
an express confirmation of their privileges. 
True it was that if Victor Amadeus had acted 
according to the faith of former promises and 
stipulations, such engagements would have been 
unnecessary, for in a treaty made with £ngland 
and Holland in 1690, when he first broke with 
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France^ the Duke of Savoy agreed on condidon 
of receiving thirty thousand crowns a month t» 
** preserve and replace the Vaudois, their chil- 
dren, and their posterity in possession of all and 
each of their ancient rights, edicts, usages, and 
privileges, as well in regard to their abodes, 
trade, and the exercise of their religion, as to 
every jother purpose." * This treaty he further 
ratified in an edict dated at Turin, in 1694, 
which was placarded in the valleys, and in 
which he declares that in consequence of the 
many proofs of fidelity and zeal in his service, 
as well as from the representation of the Eing 
of England and the Dutch, he " restores the 
religionists to their pristine honour and to his 
good favour, permitting them to return to their 
valleys, and there to profess their religion, 
without any one having the power to molest or 
persecute them on account of any act of their 
religion, desiring that they may be maintained 
with their children and posterity in possession 
of all and each of their ancient rights," &c. f 

* Page 964 of Hill's Diplomatic Correspondence, where 
this treaty is given at length, both in the original and trans- 
lated. 

t Ibid, p. 926, contains the substance of the above. 

Burnet thus refers to this edict: — " He (Victor Amadeus) 
had indeed granted a full edict in favour of the Vaudois, re- 
storing their former liberties and privileges to them, which the 
Lord Gallway took care to have put in the most empbatical 
words, and past with all the formalities of law, to make it as 
effectual as laws and promises can be : yet every step that was 
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Such declarations so publicly made^ and so 
solemnly ratified^ not even Victor Amadeus^ 
with all his tergiversation of character^ would 
have ventured to disregard^ had not his moral 
principle been warped by that power which pro- 
fessing to uphold religion and virtue^ in the 
awful character of God's vicegerant upon earth, J- 

yet impiously claims to itself authority to > 

absolve men from their most solemn engage- 
ments, and thus tramples under foot the immu- )l 
table principles of truth and honesty. The \ 
Pope in full council absolved Victor AmadeuS 
from his plighted faith, and declared the treaty 
with England and Holland, in 1690, and his 
ewn edict of 1694, to be null* and void. * As 

taken in that affair went against the grain, and was extorted 
ijroni him by the intercession of the I^ing and the States, and 
by the Lord Gailway's zeal.'' Burnetts Own Timet; vol, ill. 
p. 243, Svo. 1753. 

* This notable papal decree is dated the 19th August, 1694 ; 
and states in the preamble that it was made at a general as- 
sembly of the sacred Roman and universal Inquisition, held 
in the Apostolical palace on Mont Quirinal, before Pope Inno- 
cent XII., and before the Cardinals of the whole Christian 
republic. After fully citing the edict of Victor Amadeus, and 
mentioning the publicity which had been given to it, the de- 
cree declares the treaty to haveubeen " annulled, rendered void, 
invalidated, and disallowed, and by the present decree is so 
annulled, rendered void, invalidated, and disallowed." ** Car- 
dinalium consilio et sententi^ annulavit, irritavit, invalidavit, 
tt reprobavit, quemadmodum Prsesenti Decreto annulat, irri- 
t3t, invalidat et reprobat," &c. : pag-e 23 in appendix to State- 
ment of the Grievances of the Waldenses ; London, 1823 ; 
where this papal decree is given at length. 

N 
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lie cbuld not renture in the fisu;e of his alHes to 
carry out this papal decree in its full extent^ he 
allowed the cur^s and friars to annoy the Yau* 
dois on various frivolous pretexts^ and to kidnap 
their children^ in order to bring them up in the 
Roman CathoUc faith. This has always proved 
a favourite and successful scheme for gradually 
extirpating the Protestant faith in the valleys^ 
and was especially adopted in the general mas- 
sacre and imprisonment in 1686 ; and accounts, 
in part, for the Roman Catholic families whidi 
are to be found interspersed in every parish a- 
mong the Vaudois ; for when the children so 
abducted subsequently inherited pro]>erty, they 
returned to the valleys as Roman Catholic in- 
habitants.* 

In the year 1698, Victor Amadeus again unit- 
ed his interest with France; and, when thus 
placed beyond the reach of the remonstrating 
voice of his late Protestant allies, he proceeded, 
ba. conformity to the wishes of Louis XIV., more 
Openly to violate his faith, and ordered all those 
who had not been bom in the valleys, to leave 
his dominions, although they had settled there 
with his express permission. It is computed 
that about 3,000 Vaudois were thus expatriated ; 
the greater part of whom were received in Wir- 
temberg, and were formally located, mainly 

• See Memodal addressed to Qaeen Anne, in HHl's Diplo- 
matic CorrespondeDcet p. 443. 
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tlirough.tlieinstnniientaUty ijf WilKaM HI. and 
the Dutch^ near Malbrun ; and the traveller^ 
trh^i be arrives at Carkruhe, 0sl tihe ;great Ger- 
man road to Switzerland, by turning aside about 
fifteen miles may still visit their descendants. 

When the Duke, at a subsequent period, ap^ 
peared disposed to free himself from the Bubjec- j| 

U^jx in which he was held by Louis XIV., and 
to i^tum to his former allies, Mr. Richard HiU j^ 

was, as we have already stated, sent to Turin, in 
ibe dutracter of envoy extraordinary from Queen ^ 

Anne. His instructions, dated July, 1708, re- * 

quired him, among other objects, ^^to give his ; 

best assistance to the Vaudois and other Pro- ' 

testants yet remaining within the dominions of J 

the Duke, and to let them know his readiness to 
int^cede for them ; and obtain in their behalf ^ 

such ease and favour as they shall reasonably ? 

desire : and very earnestly to press the Duke to z 

revoke all such edicts as have been lately made 3 

i^ainst them, and to recall all such as are de- 21 

parted or fled out of his dominions, whether S[ 

they be his own subjects or French Protestant g 

refi^ees."* In the following year, when the | 

French had wrested from Victor Amadous nearly 
all his dominions, and were threatening to be- 
siege him in his capital, he found from the 
tardiness of the Emperor in sending him the 
necessary succour, that his chief reUance rested 

• HiU's Diplomatic Correspondenoe ; p. 4. 
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on England and Holland. These powers^ feel- 
ing the expediency of rescuing him from the 
grasp of the French, granted him a subsidy of 
fifty thousand crowns a month, subject to his 
signing a treaty, one article of which guaranteed 
the civil and religious liberties of the Vaudois. 
The Duke continued to receive the promised 
payment, but delayed to subscribe the treaty, 
until he found that he could not obtain the 
conditions he required, without admitting the 
clause, which bound him in explicit terms to 
tolerate and protect his subjects in the valleys; 
for Mr. Hill was determined on this point : and, 
as he says, had " reintrenched himself behind 
his Vaudois, whom he was resolved not to aban- 
don." The fourth article of the treaty, which 
Victor Amadous at length signed on the 11th of 
August, 1704, begins thus : — " His royal High* 
ness binds himself to confirm, and hereby does 
confirm the secret article of October, 1690, rela- 
tive to the Vaudois;" and then recites that 
treaty, part of which has already been given, 
Burnet describes the Duke as ^^ much set on the 
heaping up of treasure, even during the war ; *' 
and to gratify this feeling, Mr. Hill actually en- 
gaged to pay him the large sum of 106,666crown3 
to obtain this article ; and further guaranteed to 
liim an accession of territory, which is still an^ 
uexed to the kingdom of Sardinia. 

"Thus," to quote the forcible language of 
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the Eev. Mr. Blackley, the editor of Mr. HUl's 
correspondence, ** England to her immortal hon- 
our, through the agency of Mr. Bichard Hill, 
may be said to have bought of the Duke of Sa- 
toy, the religiotis liberty of the Vaudois y and 
she has a right to expect that these people i 

should have entire liberty of conscience, and 
unrestricted freedom of religious worship : and 
not only has she a right to expect it, but to de- 1 

mand of Sardinia faithfulness to the engage- \ 

ments of a solemn treaty ; and, if she refuse, a > 

power to compel her to give her that which she " 

bought and paid for in hard cash." * 9 

Nor is Great Britain the only power which j 

can claim by treaty, a right to interfere between 
the King of Sardinia and his Vaudois subjects — - : 

Holland has also purchased the same privilege. 
Victor Amadeus required, before he would sign 
the treaty of 1704, the further promise that the 
subsidies of 80,000 crowns a month should be 
continued to him for two months after the war 
had ended, and one-third of this sum was con- 
tributed by Holland, the remainder constituting 
the 106,666 crowns, paid, as above, by England. 

• Page 402. 

When Dr. Gilly first called the attention of the government 
to this treaty, he was told to produce it ; and after a diligent 
search at the State paper Office the original document, with 
the sign manual of " V. Amed6/' was discovered ; and thus our 
government is invested with the clearest authority to act if oc- 
casion should require it. 
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Upon such indisputable evidence^ tlien^ art 
both Ghreat Britain and Holland the guardians 
of the religious freedom of the Yaudois. In 
addition to these foreign guarantees^ they pes* 
8688 a long succession of edicts^ granted at yari- 
mm limes by their sovereign princes^ professing 
to coinfirm the rights and privileges which they 
had enjojred from time inunemorial, but sad 
experience has often taught them the invalidity 
of these edicts, and diey are frequently leBiind* 
ed at the present day of this £iict, by a conunoD 
saying, used towards them by the Roman CaAo* 
lies, ^^ Ah, if it were not for the English, we 
would soon root you out" * 

Something* more, indeed might, ai^ oixght to 
have been done, not only to maintain the rights 
and priyilegea which the Yaudcus now enjoy, 
but to place them on the same footing as the 
vest of their eountrymen, and never was a fairer 
opportunity lost than when the present house 
of Savoy was restored, after long exile, to its 
hereditary throne at the peace of 1814. A pro* 
per envoy was sent from the Yaudois to the 
Duke of Wellington, at the congress of Yienna, 
with a memorial on the subject, but after wait- 
ing some dAys he returned witihout obtaining an 
interview ; and when a few lines would have 

* Doting two centuries, Arom the year 1476 to 1672, then 
were no less than 163 edicts, published respecting the Vandois, 
the titles of which, are giyen in the appendix of " The Griev* 
ances of the Waldenses." 



PBAGELAS GIVEN TO THE DUKE. 199 

placed their cvnl and religious liberties almost 
beyond the g^asp of oppression^ the treaty of 
Vienna^ which restored peace and hapjnness to 
Ibe rest of Europe^ brought molestation and 
barsh restrictions to the Waldensian valleys. 

The war of the Spanish succession^ to which 
we have alluded^ having long disturbed the 
general tranquillity of Europe^ was terminate 
ed by the peace, signed at Utrecht in 171d, 
one of the articles of which, transferred the val^ 
ley of Pragelas from Louis XIV. to the Duke of 
Savoy, according to the promise which had been 
m,«de to him by England and Holland, as a con,- 
dition of his signing the treaty of 1704« He 
had gained such political consideration during 
this protracted struggle, that he was raised 
to the royal dignity, with the title of King of 
Sicily, an island, which not long after was ex<- 
chaoged for Sardinia, from which his descend* 
ants, have continued ever since to derive their 
title and rank among the crowned heads of Eu* 
rc^e. 

After the death of Queen Anne, Protestantisiii 
on the continent, was not supported with the 
same zeal, as during the preceding reigna, and 
Victor Amadeus, conscious of this, detennined to 
make another effort to expel, at least in p^, the 
Yaudpi^ from his dominions. The treaties wQr^ 
too express to allow him to attempt anything 
against the original inhabitants of the three 
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valleys of Lucerne, Angrogna, and St. Martin, J 
but affecting to consider that the Protestants in i 
the valley of Pragelas, were not secured by the 
treaty of 1704, and pretending furthermore, 
that a clause existed in the act, under which 
France had yielded to him that valley, requiring | 
him to expel the Protestants, he issued an oidi- ; 
nance, commanding, that they should all abjure ^ 
their religion, or leave his dominions. In vain 
did Mr. Hedges, the British minister at Turin, 
disprove his statements, by pointing out an ar* 
tide in the treaty of 1704, " wherein it is ex* | 
pressly mentioned, that the inhabitants of this 
valley shall enjoy the free exercise of their reli» 
gion;" and also by denying the existence of 
any such stipulation by France, for the expul- 
sion of the Protestants.* The Duke of New- 
.castle, who was then at the head of affairs in 
England, wished to keep Victor Amadeus in good 
humour relative to some question respecting our 
woollen manufactures, which was considered 
^^ the main business " of the moment ; f and the 
remonstrance of our minister thus fettered, pro* 
duced no result — ^the treaty with England was 

* On the contrary, when the valley of Pragelas was a'' nexed 
to France under Henry IV., he stipulated, that if it were eVer 
restored to Sayoy, its inhabitants should enjoy " all their fran- 
chises, liberties, immunities, and privileges, both aneient and 
modern," and this was confirmed by his son, Louis XIII. in 
1630. Waldentian Researches; p, 479. 

t See Article on the Vaudois Church in the Quarterly 
Beview, December, 1843. 
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disregarded, and the Yaudois were resigned to 
the will of their oppressor. 

This renewed persecution, was rendered still 
more cruel, in consequence of the nn^ent assur- 
ance which the King had given, of his perfect 
satisfaction, with the loyalty and conduct of his 
subjects in the valleys. In reply to a letter, ad- 
dressed to him by Frederick William I., King 
of Prussia, in the year 1726, interceding in 
their behalf, relative to some minor grievances 
to which they had been subjected, Victor Ama- 
deus answered, ^^ your wishes find me already 
predisposed by the sentiments of kindness and 
protection with which I regard the fidelity and 
zeal of my Yaudois subjects, and consequently 
their tranquillity." Yet without any provoca* 
tion, and after they had recently taken an oath 
of allegiance, he expelled in the year 1730, pur* 
Sjuant to the above mentioned ordinance, three 
hundred and sixty of the inhabitants of the val- 
ley of Pragelas, who had refused to go to mass^ 
Thus was the pure light extinguished in that 
valley, where according to Perrin, there were 
in his day (1618,) " six goodly churches, every 
one having their pastor, and every pastor hav- 
ing divers villages, all filled with those who 
have descended from the ancient Waldenses. 
They are churches truly Protestant time out of 
mind. Their old people ( and some are about 
a hundred years old,) have never heard from 
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their fathers or grandfiEithers that mass was eyer 
sung in this country.** " What a change,*' re- 
marks Dr. Gilly, '^ Now, there is not a liTii^ 
creature in all these villages, who dares refuse to 
go to mass.*' * 

Victor Amadeus also, published a decree, rcr 
quiring all the Vaudois in the other three tsI- 
lej^ who had been baptized in the Romish faith, 
or who having at any time professed that creed 
were now Protestants, to leave the country with- 
in six months, giving them power to dispose of 
their property in the interim. In September, 
1730, two months after this ordinance, Victor 
Amadeus resigned his crown to his son Charles 
Emanuel III., to whom several of the Pro- 
testant 'powers in vain addressed letters of re- 
monstrance. The King of Prussia and the 
States General of Holland, urged the treaty 
guaranteed by England in 1694, and George II. 
wrote a Latin letter to the same effect, in Feb- 
ruary, 1731. The Vaudois also, themselves, 
addressed a humble memorial to their sovereign, 
shewing that many had changed their religion 
in times of persecution, and had returned to 
their original faith when liberty of conscience 
was allowed them ; but no alteration of the edict 
could be obtained. Though the sceptre was 
wielded by a new sovereign, the priestly influ- 
ence which excited these persecutions remained 

* G lily's WaldenBian Beseftrehei; p. 484. 



MORS VAUDOIS EXPELLED. 208 

the same. Four hundred and e^tj inhahit- 
EBts of the three valleys were obliged to quit 
their homes early in the year 1731, and reached 
Geneva in a state of great destitution and mise- 
ry— the aged and infirm having been carried by 
the more robust. A full list has been preserved 
of all the exiles both from Pragelas and the other 
valleys, amounting to 940, with the ages of the 
several individuals, among whom we find men 
and women from seventy to eighty years old, 
-who were thus forced to seek a grave in foreign * 
lands.* 

We have now recorded the last general perse^ 
cution, which befel the ancient Church of the 
Waldenses, and it brings us down to a date 
of little more than a century from our own 
tune, yet their afflictions commenced at such 
a remote period, that, as Mr. Hill in one of 
las dispatches feelingly remarks, " These poor 
people have their books of martyrs, which were 
fM before the time of the Reformation.^^ 

After this expulsion of all the Protestant in- 
Ikabitants from the valley of Pragelas, and of a 
portion of those in the other valleys, the Vau- 
dbis enjoyed comparative security, until the out- 
break of the French Revolution ; when, in the 

^ See Appewlix, in Frencb, to tbe history of the Waldensesi 
Vfk German, bj M. Dieterici, Berlin, 1831 ; where the corres- 
pondence between the King of Prussia and Victor Araadeus, 
ftc., alhided to ftbore, nay be likewise «een. 
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year 1794, a plot was formed for the extermina- 
tion of the Protestants of the valley of Lucerne, 
which in its nature can only be compared to St. 
Bartholomew^ or the Sicilian Vespers. The 
pretext made use of was treachery on the part of 
the Vaudois soldiers, in yielding Fort Mirabouc 
to the French, whereas it was proved that the 
only Vaudois within the walls protested against 
the act. The night of the fourteenth of May, 
when all the population capable of bearing arms 
were at a distance guarding the mountain passes, 
was selected for the execution of this massacre, 
and the house of the Roman Catholic Cur^ of 
La Tour was appointed as the rendezvous for the 
assailants. But the God who had preserved 
this faithful people through so many centuries 
of persecution still watched over them. The 
plot was confided to the Cur^ of Lucerne, and 
to a captain of Piedmontese militia^ named 
Odetti, who, though both of them zealous Bo- 
man Catholics, were truly honourable and Chris- 
tian minded men ; and they instantly revealed 
it to the intended victims, though almost too 
late to prevent its execution. Filled with horror 
and consternation, the inhabitants of La Tour 
sent messenger after messenger to General Go- 
din, commanding the Piedmontese troops on the 
frontier', but he refused to believe in the exist- 
ence of such an atrocious plot ; and it was not 
till the news reached the ears of the Vaudois 
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troops themselves^ and fugitiyes from La Tour 
began to arrive^ that he allowed the brigade to 
march to its relief. The unhappy Vaudois hus- 
bands^ fathers^ and brothers, fearing they were 
too late, hurried on in indiscribable anguish, 
overcoming the difficulties of the route in an 
incredibly short time. All their haste would 
have been unavailing, but for a furious storm, 
which, though it did not arrest the steps of the 
Vaudois, impelled by desperation, yet deterred 
many of the murderers from attending the ap- 
pointed meeting ; and the rest were afraid to 
commence the assault without them. Before 
the Vaudois troops entered La Tour, they heard 
the convent bell, which was to be the signal for 
attack, and believing they were too late to save 
their friends, they rushed on to punish the mur- 
derers ; but to their inexpressible joy they were 
hailed and received as saviours and deUverers, 
by numerous beloved voices and outstretched 
hands. Not an arm was raised against their 
enemies — ^not a drop of blood spilt ; but grati- 
tude to God effaced every other feeling. It is 
painful to record that General Godin was brought 
to trial for allowing the troops to quit the fron- 
tier ; and that although acquitted, he fell after- 
wards into disgrace as a favourer of the Vaudois. 
During the domination of Napoleon in Pied- 
mont, perfect liberty was enjoyed in the valleys ; 
and their pastors received regular stipends, on 
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the same footing as the odier clergy : and whea 
the Emperor was informed that the British bene- 
faction was withheld, he remunerated the suf- 
ferers with the rents of certain lands. They now 
had to complain only of the military conscri^ 
tion, and of the evils resulting from it, in the 
dissolute habits brought home to their valleys 
by some of the disbanded soldiers: nor weK 
these of a light nature, as they tended to pro* 
duce a falling away from that high standard <tf 
moral and religious feeUng which characterized 
the ancient AValdenses, but which we trust i« 
being restored at the present day. Thus the 
reign of Napoleon, which 4}rought oppression 
and misery to so many countries, conferred on 
the Yaudois a freedom unknown for centuries. 

During this period an instance of benevdenGe 
and charity was shewn by j;hese poor peopk, 
which is almost without example. In the year 
1799 many of the sick and wounded of botb 
the contending armies were left in the valleys; 
and a party of disabled French soldiers. weie 
quartered upon the village of Bobi, where &e 
inhabitants continued to relieve their wants, 
till their own resources w^re so entirely exhaust- 
ed, that the pastor of the village was reduced 
to complete destitution; and was afterwards 
obliged to earn his bread as a day labourer. 
The people thea told the invalided soldiers, 
** We can relieve you no longer, our poverty has 
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nothing left; but since our homes can be no 
asylum to you, we will carry you to your own : ** 
and in order to effect their benevolent purpose^ 
ihey prepared litters, and conveyed in them 300 
of die sick across the Alps, and placed them in 
their own country. The labour and fatigue of 
such a mode of transport may be imagined froni 
€he fadt that eight men are usually employed to 
cariy one of these ^^ chaises i porteurs" in the 
Alps. 

At the termination of the war in 1814, Lord 
William Bentinck, who escorted the King of 
Sardinia to his dominions, urged the claims of 
iSie Vaudois upon their sovereign, before he had 
net his foot in Piedmont ; but he had no sooner 
arriyed at Turin, than he annulled all the privi- 
leges they had lately enjoyed, and replaced them 
under their old disabilities. 

Great hopes were, at one period, entertained 
by the liberals in the north of Italy, from the 
present King; for in the year 1821, when 
Prince of Carignan, he headed an insurrection- 
ary movement, the object of which was to ob- 
tain a liberal form of goyemment, and to diminish 
the power of the priesthood. Victor Emanuel^ 
the King then reigning, refused to accept the 
constitution thus dictated to him, and resigned 
his crown; but the Austrians immediately 
marched an army across the frontier, liberal- 
ism disappeared, and Charles Felix, broths of 
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Victor Emanuel^ ascended the vacant throne. 
In the year 1881, Charles Albert succeeded as 
lawfiil heir to the crown ; but none of his old 
companions could venture to say with Falstaff^ 

** I will leer upon him as 'ft comes by ; 
and do but mark the countenance that he will give me/' 

for he had long since relinquished all his liberal 
principles ; and he proved how sincerely he had 
adopted the absolutism of his house, by the se- 
verity with which he repressed a movement of 
the Carbonari at the commencement of his reign, 
many of whom were tried and ordered to be shot 
by his veteran General, the Count Galateri, 
Governor of Alessandria. Since this time, the 
Jesuits and the parti-prfitre, have obtained en- 
tire ascendency in the councils of the King ; and 
unhappily, their animosity towards the Vaudois 
continues undiminished; whilst one of their 
body, the present Bishop of Pignerol, who was 
tutor to the King's sons, is their avowed enemy. 
He has published a book, reviving all the ex- 
ploded calumnies, which the early Romish writ- 
ers used against them ; and he makes a boast 
that it has not been answered, when, as censor 
of the press, he can prevent any reply. It is 
through the influence of this party, that the 
kindly dispositions of the King in favour of the 
Yaudois are kept in check ; and that a new code 
was published to their disadvantage in 1838 ;. in 
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which it is stated^ that they are to enjoy civil 
rights conformably to " the laws, regulations^ 
and usages which concern them/' that is, ao* 
cording to the intolerant and persecuting edicts 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

In 1841 another law was passed, requiring all 
those who had obtained property during the 
French dominion, beyond the prescribed boun- 
daries, to dispose of it within a limited time; 
thus throwing them back on their already over** 
crowded valleys. On the knowledge of this 
harsh measure reaching England, several peti* 
tions wei-e presented to our government, which 
thought proper to remonstrate with the King of 
Sardinia, and the edict in consequence has not 
hitherto been carried into effect : but notice has 
been given to the proprietors, that in case of a 
sale of land, the purchaser must be a Roman 
Catholic. When M. Boujour, the Moderator, pre- 
sented a petition to the King in j)erson, for the 
repeal of this edict, it is said that his majesty 
received him coldly, and accused the Vaudois 
of having appealed to foreign powers, and com- 
plained that England interfered between himself 
and his subjects. M. Boujour might have en- 
quired what other course was open to them^ 
when their own sovereign violated their protec- 
tive treaties. 

It is only by grace that these edicts are not 
carried into execution; and if the feelings of 

o 
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iihe present King, which are considered beneTO- 
lent, are overmled, the severest persecutions 
may any day he revived. Perhaps the principal 
hardsliips under which the Valdenses at present 
suffer., are the narrow limits, far too small for 
their population, within which they are con- 
fined, aod the prohibition against their labour- 
ing on the Roman CathoUc holidays, which 
deprives them of the means (^ support always 
for one, and often for two or three days in the 
week, — ^an especial grievance to an agricultural 
population. They are also incapacitated from 
exercising any liberal profession, beyond the 
limits of their own valleys ; or from holding any 
office, civil or military ; and the Holy Scriptures, 
which had been printed in the Piedmontese lan- 
guage for their use, are prohibited amongst 
them. 

An unceasing system of proselytism is carried 
on throughout the valleys, by means of a Mis- 
sionary College, establishiHl at La Tour in 1840, 
which, under all circumstances, would not be a 
subject of much just complaint, but for an edict 
forbidding the Protestants to exercise any dis^ 
suasions or counter influence. If a girl above 
ten years, or a boy of twelve years of age, ex- 
presses any preference for the Romish Mth, the 
parents are forbidden to use any dissuasion ; or 
if it can be shewn that they are the offspring of 
a marriage between a Yaudois and a Roman 
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Catholic, f hey are forcibly removed to be brought 
Hp in the latter faith. In this manner, several 
children have been taken from their parents of 
late years, — sometimes on felse pretexts; and 
although they have been restored when the evi- 
dence upon which they were removed has been 
disproved, still the parents have no redress for 
the expense and anxiety to which they have 
been subjected : and it would appear as if the 
object of their oppressors was to drive them into 
some act of opposition to the laws, or excite ex- 
pressions of disloyalty, which might countenance 
a renewal of the oldipersecutions. 

In the churchyards, a tombstone to record 
the name of the departed is rarely seen, as 
an especial permission is required before it can 
be erected. Dr. Henderson mentions, that 
whilst he was attending divine worship in the 
church of St. Laurent, a Roman Catholic pro- 
cession marched round it, and for some tim^ 
entirely interrupted the service, and that this is 
an insult to which the Vaudois congregations 
are constantly exposed. 

Indebted as the Valdenses are to the protec- 
tion of the English and Prussian governments, 
and especially to the personal interest felt for 
their welfare by both the late and present King 
of Prussia, and to the efficient manner in which 
the wishes of King Frederick were carried out 
by his minister at Turin, the Count Waldburgh 
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Truchsses, who continued their powerful advo- 
cate until his decease ; yet their present improyed 
condition is, perhaps, chiefly to be attributed 
to the exertions of a few private individuals, 
amongst whom General Beckwith and Dr. Gilly 
may be mentioned as occupying the chief place. 
The high-minded General has, during the last 
twenty years, devoted his time, his noble ener- 
gies, and his fortune, in promoting their welfare. 
His presence among them has cheered the droop- 
ing spirits of their elders, given a surprising 
impulse to the education of their children, and 
led the way to future imprpvement in their 
primitive method of agriculture. The following 
description on the gable end of a school-house, 
is recorded by Dr. Henderson: — ** Whosoever 
passes this way let him bless the name of Colo- 
nel Beckwith ; " and he adds afterwards, ** there 
is no merely human name more venerated in the 
valleys of Piedmont, than that of Colonel Beck- 
with. It is in every mouth, while his portrait 
is exhibited in almost every house. The latter 
fact has originated the saying of the Komanists, 
^ Ah ! you will not worship the Virgin, but yon 
make no scruple of worshipping Colonel Beck- 
with ! ' " 

Dr. Gilly, on the other hand, has been 
working with his pen no less steadily in their 
behalf in this country. By his two volumes, 
entitled " Researches among the Vaudois," he 
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rekindled the slumbering interest which this 
country, since the time when Charles I. sent an 
envoy to La Tour, has always professed towards 
those helpless fellow Protestants. He was 
active in forming the Vaudois committee in 
the year 1825, whose object is thus express- 
ed : — " To enable the Vaudois to maintain 
their ministers, churches, schools, and poor, 
which they are not able to support in any toler- 
able manner." It ranks at present among its 
members, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
the Bishops of Winchester, London, and Exeter, 
with Sir Robert Inglis, Sir Thomas Acland, and 
other well known and respected names ; and 
through this committee he pressed the Vaudois 
claims on our government, and after much pains 
has obtained a renewal in great part of the 
former annual grant of money. 

It will be remembered that £38,241 were 
subscribed in this country for their relief, in the 
time and with the aid of Cromwell. Of this 
sum, £24,908 Os. 3d. were speedily transmitted 
to relieve their first pressing necessities, and the 
remaining £13,333 16«. 3d. were funded at four 
per cent, the interest of which was regularly 
transmitted during the remainder of the Pro- 
tectorate ; but on the restoration of the Stuarts, 
Charles 11. saying he was not bound by the 
acts of an Usurper, withheld the payment. In 
1689, Queen Mary settled a pension of £425 a 
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year to represent diis property ; and this sum 
was increased to £500 a year^ which continued 
to be paid by the trc'asury till the year 1804; 
though for the last few years the Yandois ceased 
to receive it^ through the embezzlement <^ the 
money by an individual in this cpunti^. 

An effort was made, during the time this pay- 
ment was- withheld, by a deputation of the three 
denoniinati(ms of Dissenting mkiistei^, i^e&r 
dent in London, to government in behalf of the 
Vaudois; and £400 was obtained. The late 
Mr. Wilberforce also made interest witHi Lord 
Castelrea^h for the same object, but in vain. 
But the exertions of the Yauddis comn^t<ee in 
1827 were more successful : a restitution was 
obtained of £1500^ which bad accumulated in 
the Exchequer, between the years 1804 aieA 
1807, and a partial renewal of the pensi<«, 
amoimting to £277 is. 6d, was made, the re- 
mainder being paid to the Yaudois ookmi^ts in 
Germany. Inde})eBdently of this sutt, in ihB 
year 1669, £24,000 was raised by subscription; 
and in the year 1768, an additional p«um of 
£10,000 was contributed; the former amount 
was transmitted to the valleys; the principal 
sum of the latter was invested in the three per 
cent consols ; and the interest is regularly trans- 
mitted by the Society for the Propagation of tke 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. 

We cannot but admire the disinterested imd 



BENBnCIAL RESULT OF VATJDOIS COM**^' 216 

noble conduct of the Yaudois pastors, who, as 
soon as they received the gratifying iuteUigence 
that their pension was in part to be restored to 
them, determined to take only SOO francs each, 
(£15), instead of 6^3, (£26), and devote the 
remainder to the endowment of two additional 
ministers— one at Rodoret, and another at Mar» 
eel ; and to the maintenance of superannuated 
pastors and pastors' widows. When it is con* 
sidered that the total amount of their salaries is 
enly from £60 to £60 a year, such Christian 
generosity can be better appreciated. 

One of the most important results from the 
movement in the present times, in favour of th^ 
Yaudois, has been the erection and endowment 
of " the College of the Holy Trinity," at La 
Tour, where young men who are destined for 
the ministry receive a course of instruction in 
Greek, Latin, and mathematics, which qualifies 
them to finish their education at the Universities 
tn Switzerland or Prussia ; and where also the 
schoolmasters and others may acquire a more 
liberal education. This College owes its estab- 
lishment in a great measure to the indefatigable 
exertions of Dr. Gilly, and to the munificent 
gift of £5,000, placed at his disposal by a private 
iiklividual, to be appropriated for the benefit of 
the Yaudois. A small but increasing library is 
attached to it, which has lately been augmented 
by the Uberal gii't of £400 from the Scottish 
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Free Church; and the hooks purchased with 
this sum are especially intended for the use of 
the clergy ; iand as their scanty means preclude 
all possibility of their purchasing books after 
their return to their valleys £rom the foreign 
universities, this gift will prove to them a great 
source of instruction and amusement. It is 
much to be desired, and especially from the 
troubles in which Switzerland is at present in- 
volved, that means might be found to increase 
the accommodations of the College, and to sup- 
ply additional professorships, in order that th4 
students intended for the ministry, may com- 
plete their education at home, without incurring 
the expense and other disadvantages attending 
a protracted residence at foreign and distant 
universities. Whilst mentioning this institution 
we may refer to the only recollection of their 
former trials, and the triumph of their faith, 
which is openly manifested in the valleys, oc- 
curs in the month of June, when the pupils of 
the College, and those of the grammar school at 
Pomaret, assemble in the valley of Angrogna, 
at the Pra del Tor, the fortress of their country, 
and the site of their ancient college, to celebrate 
the praises of Jehovah for his wondrous deeds, 
in giving strength and constancy to their fore- 
fethers in the olden times. 

In addition to the College for young men, an 
institution has been established by the benevo- 
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lent exertions of General Beekwith, to afford a 
suitable education to the daughters of the pas- 
tors, and others of the superior class ; the bene- 
fits of which promise to be sensibly apparent in 
the next generation. The churches, also, at 
Rora, Rodoret, and Pramol, which are in a very 
dilapidated condition, have a prospect of being 
rebuilt, and it is desirable that funds should 
be obtained for rebuilding the church and pas- 
tor's house at La Tour. 

Nor have the temporal wants of the people 
been overlooked ; as a hospital has of late years 
been established at La Tour — an infirmary at 
Poniart't, and a Protestant asylum at Turin* 
The hospital is endowed by England, Prussia, 
Holland, and Sweden, and by the rent of a farm 
annexed to it, — Prussia being the largest con- 
teibutor, but its chief original benefactor was 
the Emperor Alexander. The trying nature of 
the climate, and the accidents to which they are 
exposed, render these institutions of great value 
to the poor inhabitants ; and on an average one 
hundred and twenty patients are received annu- 
ally into the hospital, and seventy into the in- 
firmary. 

In the last report of the Vaudois committee. 
Dr. Henderson's opinion of the clergy is thus 
quoted : — ^' Of the present Vaudois ministers, I 
feel warranted to affirm, from my own personal 
intercourse with them, and from the testimony 
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borne by themselves mutually, and by others, 
that they are sound in the faith ; and that in 
none of their pulpits is ^ another Gospel to be 
heard.' " This statement is the more valuable, 
as it was considered some time since that certain 
of the clergy were infected with Socinian prin- 
ciples, which had been imbibed during the time 
they prosecuted their theological studies at Ge- 
neva. Happily, all the accounts of those who 
have of late years visited the valleys, unite in 
removing every suspicion that such fatal errors 
are now taught in any of their churches. An ad- 
ditional testimony to this effect is given in the 
following extract from a letter written at the 
commencement of the present year, (1846) by a 
friend deeply interested in the welfare of the 
Vaudois, whose statements can be received with 
the most perfect reliance. As it presents such a 
cheering account of their actual condition, its 
insertion here may be desirable at the risk of 
iome repetition. 

" The Vaudois clergy are orthodox and well 
educated. They direct and nourish the educa- 
tion of the people, and I doubt whether there 
can be found in Europe an agricultural popula- 
tion so willing to give an education to their 
children, or so ready to make sacrifices to obtain 
this object. This tendency is the more remark- 
able in a people who have been isolated &i so 
many generations^ and are so destitute of news- 
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papers, periodicals, tracts, books, and other 
means of exciting their attention to this or any 
other object. They possess, however, at present 
ample means of instruction for all essential 
purposes : they have an endowed college and 
library, three Latin grammar schools, fifteen 
parish schools, five girls' schools, and one hun- 
dred and fifty hamlet schools : these schools 
contain 4,700 children. The professors, rectors 
of grammar schools, and parish schoolmasters, 
are efficient and pious men : the hamlet school- 
masters are of all complexions : but popular 
education is on the whole in a very tolerable 
state, and likely to be better. The parish school- 
masters are men of a superior description. The 
best girls' school is the boarding school at La 
Tour: the boarders pay 300 francs a year, which 
is expended on their board ; and the income of 
the mistress is defrayed by an annual allowance 
•f £12 from Holland and the incomings from 
day scholars. As the stipend of the mistress 
and her board amount to £60 per annum, there 
is an annual deficiency of say £28. These young 
wcHiien are well educated, and well instructed in 
their religion ; and as they are probably destined 
to become the wives of clergymen, lawyers, doc- 
tors, merchants, tradesmen, it is highly import- 
ant that they should receive an education, which 
is generally deficient in those classes in Pied- 
ixiOBtj which these young persons have been the 
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first to benefit by, and which will, under God, 
produce fruit one hundred fold. There are m 
the country in sufiicient quantity. Bibles, Testa- 
ments, detatched parts of Scripture, catechisms^ 
school books, and all the materials of popular 
education. There is a popular library at La 
Tour, and one in each parish, a large and axceln 
lent library in course of formation for the use of 
the clergy, and one stationary in the college^ 
There are two well endowed hospitals. The 
clergy are paid one third of their incomes by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, one 
third by our Treasury, and one third firom the 
surplus of their own taxation under the autho- 
rity of the Sardinian government. The income 
of the hospitals, of the schoolmasters, retired 
clergy, their widows, etc., is derived from funds 
vested in our consols, or from allowances from 
the Prussian government, or from frinds and 
voluntary contributions from Holland, remitted 
by committees or authorities in England, Hol- 
land, and Prussia 

This Church bears for its device — Lux lucet in 
tenebris: that light is Justification by Faith* 
That light has lighted her on her way through 
the thick night of the darkest ages, and led her 
steadily on through difficulties and dangers, too 
appalling for humanity, abandoned to its own 
strength to bear." 

Considering the interest which is felt for this 
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community in Prussia^ Holland^ and England ; 
and the aid which it receives from these coun- 
tries, some may feel surprise that much want 
and destitution should exist. The fact is^ the 
amount of income contributed by foreign states^ 
tibough of the utmost importance^ is compara- 
tively trifling; whilst it must be remembered, 
that the Yaudois population is altogether desti- 
tute of any wealthy proprietors; — the upper 
dass, such as the clergy^ possessing barely suf- 
ficient- for their own maintenance^ and having 
no ability to defray any extraordinary expenses. 

Though I witnessed no squalid misery among 
them^ such as I have seen in Ireland, in the 
Koman Catholic cantons of Switzerland, and in 
aouthern Italy, yet they appeared to me a very 
poor community. Their chief dependance dur- 
ing the long winter, rests on the potatoe and 
tweet chestnut ; but the confined limits to which 
they are restricted, are barely sufficient to pro- 
vide food for the population, though every avail- 
able spot is cultivated, and soil often carried up 
the hills to any ledge which is sufficiently flat to 
allow the growth of herbs or grain. The diffi- 
culty and toil of cultivating the mountain dis- 
tricts is excessive, as it is necessarily confined to 
manual labour; and even the produce of the 
harvest is transported in bundles, carried on the 
head, to the lower situations, where it is housed. 

In addition to the chestnut, which attains to 
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a sise and luxuriance only known in a soil and 
climate congenial to its growth, like the Py- 
renees or the southern valleys of the Alps, and 
which in the Vaudois country sometimes mea- 
sures twenty feet in girth, nature has provided 
these mountaineers with the mulberry and the 
vine, to adorn their scenery, refresh them with 
shade, and minister to their support. In the 
summer, the heat is very oppressive, and the 
labourer, crossing the mountain to his work, 
learns duly to appreciate the deep shade of these 
trees, which border the roads and paths, and 
diminish, by their ample protection, the power 
of the sun's rays. The vines, trained over trel- 
lis work, form long arcades at certain intervals 
in the midst of the corn fields, aflfording a shady 
walk beneath, with the bunches of grapes pen- 
dent above the head. The mulberry is greafly 
prized, as affording support to the silk worms, 
from the produce of which the inhabitants cal- 
culate on obtaining all those necessaries of life, 
which they are not able to raise from the soil. 
The valuable leaves of this tree are unfortu- 
nately liable to be destroyed by hail storms and 
other causes, on which occasions great distress 
ensues, as the purchase of leaves sometimes ex- 
ceeds the worth of the cacoons. 

Shortly after the snow has disappeared from 
the mountains, the shepherds and herdsmen as- 
cend to their ch&lets, and this is their season of 
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chief enjoyment ; and whilst the -sheep and cat- 
tle are luxuriating amidst the sweet new pas« 
tnxes^ those who tend them may be heard among 
these lofty retreats of freedom^ giving expression 
to the joy of their hearts, in songs and hymns of 
praise to the bountiful Giver of all good. As 
they are unable to descend to the churches, their 
pastors follow them on Sundays to their moun* 
tain retreats, and the shepherds joyftiUy assem- 
ble from all parts to some appointed spot of 
rendezvous, where beneath the canopy of hea- 
ven, their minister celebrates divine worship. 

In the winter, those who live in the uplands, 
occupy one common apartment with their cat- 
tle ; but as I witnessed this men&ge during the 
Christmas of 1834, it by no means resembled 
die arrangements of an Irish cabin, as the com- 
mon room was spacious, and often built with 
stone, whilst the portion occupied by the cattle 
was portioned off. The severity of the cold 
during the winter, and the scarcity of fuel, in- 
duce them to seek this means of generating 
warmth, amidst the snows and ice of their long 
winter. I was told that many of the Roman 
Catholics were in the habit of spending their 
evenings in the Protestant houses, which the 
superior industry of the Vaudois rendered more 
comfortable than their own homes ; and that the 
priests endeavoured to prevent this association, 
through fear of their flocks imbibing Protestant 
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principles from the Bible, which the Vaudois 
are accustomed to read aloud by turns at the 
light of a pine torch, during these long evenings. 

With respect to the general character of the 
Vaudois at the present day, it may be stated, 
that they are universally respected for their 
good conduct and morality; and that the ad* 
admission made by their enemy Claude Seyssel, 
Archbishop of Turin, in the year 1500, is still 
allowed to hold good — 

^* In reliquis forme puriorum, quam ceteri 
Chris tiani, vitam agunt : non nisi coacti jurant, 
rar6que nomen Dei in vanum proferunt. Pro- 
missaque sua, bon& fide, implent." 

" In other matters they lead a life of greater 
purity than other Christians, for they never take 
an oath except they are obliged, they rarely take 
the name of God in vain, and they always stnctr 
ly fulfil their promises.'* 

Dr. Henderson says, " that he saw no instance 
of intemperance while he was in the valleys ; " 
and asserts, " In point of morality, the Vaudw 
rank among the most virtuous people in Europe. 
Intemperance, profane swearing, and licentious- 
ness are almost unknown." 

The Rev. Mr. Erskine of the Scotch Church, 
who also visited the valleys in 1844, speaks 
thus, — " That the Vaudois, as a community, are 
not now so eminent for piety as their ancestors 
were, is admitted, I believe, on all hands ; but 
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Still, I have no hesitation in adding my humble 
testimony to that borne by most travellers who 
have visited their valleys, that notwithstanding 
their defects, they are after all the most moral 
and religious people in Europe. For amount of 
Bible knowledge, they will stand comparison 
vrith the best of our Scottish peasantry; their 
honesty and simplicity are proverbial ; they are 
ever ready to perform kind offices to one an- 
other ; instances of licentiousness and impurity 
are so rare among them, that when they occur, 
the entire population feel themselves disgraced ; 
and the sin of drunkenness so fearfully preva- 
lent in this country (Scotland) is utterly un- 
known in the valleys." 

We have thus traced the history of the ancient 
Waldenses, or Vaudois, down to the present 
time ; and it is gratifying to add that the most 
recent accounts state there is " a lull in the tem- 
pest which lately raged against them." ^^ Our 
Church," writes one of their pastors, " is enjoy- 
ing, under the manifest protection of the Lord, 
a profound peace ; and the benevolent disposi- 
tions of our government at the present time 
demand our grateful acknowledgements." The 
present, therefore, is a most favourable opportu- 
nity for completing those improvements in their 
religious and social condition, which have been 
already hinted at ; and which, if the Vaudois 
committee had sufficient funds, they might now 

p 
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be able to effect. Surely the sufferings and con- 
stancy of this humble people demand our heart- 
felt sympathy and interest ; and it is gratifying, 
amid the great variety.of religious and political 
opinions which exist, to find that upon this sub- 
ject so many otherwise discordant spirits have 
agreed. When we consider that England, un- 
der every diversity of sentiment, from the two 
extremes of Charles I. and Laud, to Cromwell 
and the Presbytery : that the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, the Kings of Prussia and Holland, many 
prelates and clergy of our own Episcopal Church, 
all the reformed Churches on the continent, 
ministers of the Presbyterian Church of Scot- 
land, as well as the Free Scottish Church, and 
every denomination of dissenting communions 
in this country, have, at different times espoused 
the cause of the Waldenses, and contributed to 
their necessities, — ^it is difficult to imagine that 
any sincere Protestants can regard this as a 
party question. 

Nor are instances wanting of Roman Catho- 
lics themselves taking the part of this oppressed 
people. A distinguished Piedmontese nobleman 
and statesman of that creed, the Count Pozzo 
Dal Borgo, has written a book in their behalf, in 
which he boldly enquires, ^' How in God's name 
could it happen, that without any fault or crime 
on their part, they could lose their rights and be 
reduced to their ancient state ? "* Though such 

♦ The Crown or the Tiara: London, 1842 ; p. 21. 



KECnBl6$ITT 07 INORBASBD TOLERATION. £27 

qaestioiis may be unpalatable to the present go- 
vemment of Sardinia, yet they cannot be sup- 
pressed — the voice of truth and candour will 
make itself heard in the present day ; and the 
rapid communication between country and coun- 
try^ has opened so many inlets to knowledge, 
tiiat no police regulations nor restrictions on the 
press, can shut it out. * The court of Turin 
(mnnot any longer retort to our representatives, 
by saying, "why do you not emancipate the 
Iloman Catholics ? " Religious restrictions they 
had none to complain of, and all their civil disa«- 
biUties are now removed : whilst France has set 
the example of placing Protestants, once so cru- 
elly persecuted by her, on an equal footing with 
their Roman Catholic fellow subjects. These 
facts are known and demand reciprocity and 
imitation. 

Let England firmly and conscientiously dis- 
charge that trust which she has taken upon her- 
self, and watch over those interests which she 
has promised to protect. We know not what 
trials or triumphs may yet await this ancient 
branch of the Church of Christ. Long has she 
been preserved by the Almighty, like Israel of 
old, to bear testimony to his name among the 
nations ; and has stood as a beacon through ages 

* The EDglish language is at present studied at Rome, not 
for the sake of our literature, but to obtain a knowledge of 
passing events through the inediuni of the public journals. 
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APPENDIX. 



The following extract from a letter, written by 
Mr. Pell to Secretary Thurloe, on the Ninth 
of June, 1655, describes the circumstances 
connected with the attack on St. Secondo, 
only a few days after the event. See p. 187. 

" When the army was gfone out of the valleys of Piedmont, 
our hrethren returoed into them, but found that the army had 
burnt all that they could not carry away ; wherefore the poor 
men were censtrained to seek me«t where it was to be had ; 
and, for their own safety, to beat up the nearest quarters of 
tbeir enemies, and to destroy the places where they had lodged 
^rrisons. San Secondo being so near, was soon thought up- 
on, yet the first time they ruined but a part of it, and killed 
not many of the inhabitants. Among them were two monks« 
whose dead bodies were carried in a cart to Turin, there to be 
abewn publicly, to provoke the citizens to revenge. Captain 
Jayer was sorry that they had killed them, but it was not in 
bis power to hold the hands of all his enraged soldiers, who 
bad not forgotten their kindred so lately massacred. But the 
next time that they came to San Secondo, they found that, 
after their departure, some of their fellows had been there 
cruelly crucified, I mean, nailed up to trees, and so let hang 
till they were dead. No wonder, then, the town suffered the 
effects of their Airy. They plundered it quite empty. To the 
women and children they did no manner of hurt, but they 
killed all the men they found in it ; then firing the town in all 
places, they made the castle too hot for the hundred Irish that 
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kept it, so that they leaped down out of the castle- windows 
into the court, from whence not one of them escaped alive. 
They burned and utterly ruined the castle, knowing that it 
belonged to Count Aurelio, one of the principal authois of that 
massacre. If these men had more help, and able commanders, 
there were hope that they might dislodge the other Irish, and 
make themselves masters of La Torre, Bobbio, and the fort 
of Mirabouc. Money hath been sent them, which helpeth to 
maintain their widows, fatherless, and impotent, that they be 
not too burdensome to their friends ; whilst themselves have do 
other subsistence but what they fetch from their enemies >^th 
extreme danger. And it is to be feared that, before any har- 
vest be ripe, all will be oonsumed thereabout, so that a dearth 
will miserably pinch them, if a famine destroy them not : yet 
they desire to tarry there, and to run very great hazards, rather 
than to leave their lands and native country ; and to give the 
papists cause to boast that now, at the last, they had driven 
them out of their nests in the rocks, which so many hundred 
years they had possessed." — Protectorate of Cromwell, by 
B. Vaughan, D, P., p. 192, 
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Page 19, Une 14 ;— for " 700," read ** 400" 

Pag© 70, line 17 ;— for "unable," read "able." 

Page 98, line 17 ;^for "quelle," read "qu'elle.^ 

Page 158, line 20 j-^for "descended," read "descending >' 

Page 171, line 20 ;-.for "son barriere impuissants/' «ad 

sa barriere iropuissaate." 
Page 174, line 11 ;— for "sware," read "swear." 
Page 176. line 4 ;— add "the" before "incessant" 

Pase 216, U»e 20;_add "and which" before "occur.." 
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